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FOREWORD

Many dedicated persons from several countries have
contributed to the publication of this book. The pitiful situation
of the Indochina refugees compels us to inform people all over
the world. The preparation for this book took several months.
The photographs made public here were often taken with many
risks and dangers.

Forced to flee from their own countries in search of
freedom, the refugees are everywhere under L most rigid
custody. They are excluded from all human societies. Those
ttguardingtt them resent any outsiders even getting in contact
with them.

Infants, youngsters of all ages and the elderly are among
the over one hundred thousand [1001000] Indochina men and
women refugees. They have nothing that resembles a house.
ttBoat peoplett who are forced to live on their boats have an
especially hard and almost unbearable way of life. Work would
be a joy but there is none. Rice is insufficient and the refugees
are hungry after a meal. The few doctors are unable to take care
of so many sick and wounded. Their future looks black and
hopeless.

The present ftght of the refugees is to obtain freedom. AII
over the Asian region, Asians have become slaves of oppression
and enslaving ideologies, destifution and illiteracy. They are the
prophets of todayts society, suffering their message of fult
liberation and freedom for the Asian people and for all of
mankind.

ANDO ISAMU S.J.
Director
Asian Relations Center
Socio-Economic Instifute
Sophia University, Tolryo, Japan.



l-Ol rnrd oAu
Trrtdc tinh tr4ng bi ttrim cria nhfnrg ngudi ti nAn D6ng

Drrdng, nhfilrg ngrldi qoh cim thuQc nhibu qudc gia 116 quy tq lq
na quyit tim thrrc hiQn quydn sdch niy dd c6ng bd cho ci the
gidi nhin 16 thrimkich cria thi lri 20 niry. YiQc sria so?+ cudn srich

"aV 
aa mdtnhibu th6ng vi nhfnr e dm hinh trqng cudn srich niv

ilrrgc chqp vdi mudn vin kh6 kh[n, nBuY hiCm hbu cdng hiin
quf il0c sih.

Neudi ti n4n rlfl phii rdi b6 ddt nu6c tld tim h/ do itang b!
chfnh phir c6c nr(dc xua dudi ho{c canh chrlng ght gaa ttong cilc
tr4i ti nan. Ho ti nhflng ngrrdi xa 14 bi g+t bA kh6i xi hQi loii
ngrrdi cflng nhrrb! cdm li6n l?c vdi thd gidi b6n ngoii.

HOn mot trlm ngin ngudi ty nan Ddng Drrong g'6m ci
nam phq 16o iu. Hq kh6ng c6 ttdn mQt cln nhi ttring nghia.

tlgrrOi t! n4n UA"g thuybn aa Ui crldlrg b6ch sdhg tr6n thuvbn

;;;;; rAr rAig trr&rg 
"ir.nte 

khong thd chiu tl.g e ttdi. Khdng

congtrn viQc lim, thrtc phdm kh6ng tlir, ngrrdi bi thrtong, bi benh

khdng ttrfgc sln s6c. Trrong lai hq thAt den tdi vi tuyqt vong.

ndt ntribu tloin thd chi nguyQn tr$n th6 gidi d6 vi ilang
hiep lrlc gifip itd dfln ti n4n. Ding tiec thay, chinh phfi c6c nruific

lai khdns c6 thiQn chi cQng tac vi sq phrii itoii lflp v6i cilc chinh
phfi hie; qi A Edng Drtdng. Vdn db den ti nen dA trA thanh cdn

te* Ad,tt4nhrt c6c bQnh nghio kh6, thdtngiriep, k6m m& mans
c&a c6c qudc gia A Chiu.

euydn sich niry trinh biy th{c tr?ng khdn cring bi thrrong

cira dnn ti t+rr, tlbng thdi truybn rao tli nhftrg ldi k6u crfu thdng
thidt cria hg ildn nhin lo?i tr6n toin cbu. Chfng tahfry vilgt qua

bi6n gidi qudc gia, di biet td trr8ng dd cring chung srlc gitip nhfrrg
ngrldi ttbng lo4i anh em t4i c6c nrrdc A Cheu.

Hg ilang tranh tlaiu ild giinh TU DO.

Hi6n nay din A Chiu trd thanh nd IQ vi bi alan 6p vi nd

lQ chri nghia, b'en cring vi n4n mri chfr. Ngrldi ti nan li nhfttg
nhi ti6n tri cria xi hQi hiQn tl4i, truybn ilgt ttin chfn s ta ldt k6u

sei :,,HAy DEM rAr Tr/ DO VA GIAI PHoNG HOAN TOAN
CHo CAC uan rQC A CHAU cONG NHI/ ToAN THd NHAI\
LOAI'"

Girio srr ANDO ISAMU S.J.
Gi6m d6c,
Trung Tim Nghi6n Crtu d Chiu,
Vien Kinh T6-Xe HQi, D4i Hgc Sophia, Tokyo, Japan.



PREFACE

Nous, des volontaires d6vou6s de plusieurs paysr constatant la
n6cessit6 de ddclarer au monde l'6tut dramatique dans lequel se trouvent les
r6fugi6s de I'Indochine, avons pris la d6cision de r6aliser ce livre. Apris
desmois d'aventures et de travaux acharn6s, cet ouvrage prend forme et

trparvrenl Jusqu a vous.

Des r6fugi6s, quittant leur terre natale en qu6te de la libert6 sont i
Itheure actuelle :

- Ou chass6s sans piti6 par les gouvernements de certains pays.
- Ou s6virement surveill6s comme des prisonniers dans des camps

i fils barbel6s.

Il sont trait6s commes des 6trangers entr6s ill6gallement au pays, et
de ce fait ne regoivent pas les secours n6cessaires.

Il y a pour Ie moment plus de 100.000 r6fugi6s Indochinois, y compris
hommes et femmes, vieux comme enfants, qui attendent ltaccueil dtun tiers
pays g6n6reux. La vie entass6e sur leur barque 6tarit trop mis6rable et parfois
d6passait Ia limite du supportable ! Pas un ne posside une maison digne de
ce nom; pas dtoccupation, m6me temporaire, i cela stqioute la p6nurie de
nourriture. Les uns sont bless6s, Ies autres tombent malades sans soins
n6cessaires et sans m6dicaments.

Leur avenir est condamn6, si... !

Bien des groupes constitu6s de volontaires du monde ont montr6
leur efficacit6 et collaborent 6troitement pour leur porter secours.
Malheureusementrles gouvernements de certains pays ntont guire |tintention
de les aider, de peur dteventuelles complications diplomatiques avec les
autorit6s du Cambodge, du Laos et du Yietnam. Ctest une des causes
principales poussant le problime des r6fugi6s dans |timpasse, le trans-
formant en une maladie incurable. Telles sont la pauvret6, le ch6mage et
Ie sous-d6veloppement des pays du continent asiatique.

Ce volume aurait ltambition de vous pr6senter les r6alit6s mis6rables
et dramatiques des R6fugi6s, en m6me temps de lancer leurs appels
douloureux de secours i toute lthumanit6. Une telle ambition pourrait cr6er
6ventuellement quelques malentendus dans certaines pens6es. Vous 6tes
pri6s de passer outre les frontiires des 6tats et de laisser pour Ie moment de
cdt6 les diff6rences dtid6ologies, afin de pouvoir contribuer par votre part
pr6cieuse pour le secours des mis6rables des pays dtAsie.

Ils sont en lutte pour Ia Libert6 !

Actuellement, Ies asiatiques sont encore esclaves de la r6pression, des
id6ologies apauvrissantes et de |tanalphab6tisme. Les r6fugi6s en portant
en eux Ia proph6tie de Ia soci6t6 actuelle, vont propager jusquti nous ltappel
angoissant:

5sRamenezlalibert6 et lib6rez r6ellement les peuples asiatiques,
ainsi que les autres peuples du monde !tt.

Professeur ANDO ISAMU S.J.
Directeur,
Laboratoire d t Etudes sur ltAsie, Instifut Socio-Economique,
Universit6 Sophia, Tokyo Japon.
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r THESE SHIPS RESCUED THE BOAT PEOPLE.
There, captain and crew will live forever in the
heart of the boat people.

r CES BATEAUX ONT SECOURU tES "BOAT
PEOPLE" REFUGIES. Les capitaines et les
6quipages resteront ir jamais dans le m6moire
des "boat people" r6fugi6s.

r DAY tA NHTNG CON TAU CUU TINH CtiA
Nctl0r vuqr NAN BANG THUYEN. Ndi d6,
hinh inh cria nhfrng vi An nhin thuybn tnrdng vi
thuy thri doirn vinh vidn sdng mfli trong ldng
ngrldi vrldt nan blng thuyEn.
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TAISEI MARU N0. 87, June 26, 1975. T0M0C0, July16,19I/.

S.S. JUNY0 MARU, August 9, 1977.

EUPHRATES MARU 0SAKA, 0ctober 8, 1977.S.S. LILAC, June 6, 192.
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r OUR SMALL BOATS DRIFT.
We are the loam
floating on the vast ocean

we are the dust
wandering in endless space

our cries are lost
in the howling wind

r THUYEN NHd GtuADAr DUoNG.
ChIng toi ld bot bidn
troi giat gifa mdnh mOng
chfng toi ld hat bui
trong khong gian vo cung
tidng chf ng toi lac mdt
trong gio rit tung khOng

I NOTRE PETITE BARQUE.
Une 6cume nous sommes
port6e dans l'immensit6,
un grain de sable nous sommes

emport6 dans I'infini,
notre voix se perd

dans le sifllement du vent
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O The cover picture is a raft. made of the
used gas drums by Mr Nguyen Van Phong, 51,
a small businessman in Gia Dinh. With the
help of his three sons, the raft was finished
after three months of assemblying.

This raft was built two rows of empty gas
drums which combined 18 drums per row, and
the drums connected by metal chains and
wooden bars. Equipped with 2 motors, 10
H.P. and 7 H.P. respectively, this raft has
yielded an everage speed of 10km per hour and
run22 hours per day.

Besides Mr.Phong's family, there were 3
triends of his son and specially a 3 month-old
baby, totally 14 people on the raft. They left
Saigon river on Sept 23, 1975 and directed
toward the ocean line by passing Vung Tau
gate. Luckily, they were picked up about
175 miles from Vung Tau beach on the morning
of Sept 27, 1975 by Shokomaru, a Japanese
commercial ship. n

O Hinh bia li chi6c bd d6ng bdng nhrlng
thring xdng do.6ng Nguydn V6n phong 5i
tudi, m6t nhd tie'u thddng d Gia Dinh.

Vdi sdtrd hlc cda 3 ngrldi con trai cria 6ng,
chidc Ud Aa drt& hoin thinh sau 3 th6ng tr;
r6p ndi.

Be dttgc kdt thinh bing 36 thing phuy
xtrng, hai hing m6i hing 18 chi6'c vdi dai s6t
vi thanh 961,

Dugc g6n 2 m5y Yanma 10 M6 ldc vd 7
M6 ldc. Tcic dQ trung binh 10km mdi gio.

Chie'c be da cn6 t+ ngddi gbm vd, c6c con
cria 6ng vi 3 ngddi ban cda con 6ng rdi Sdigdn
nsay- 23-9-75 dira cda NhiBd Vflns Tiu. Ti6n
thuyEn cdn c6 t hei nhi 3 thring dttdc tdu
Shokomaru , Nhat B:in crfu s6ng sdm ngiy
27-9-75 c6ch bd bi6h phia D6ng Vfrng fau
175 ddm. n

Mr. Yoshida.
HEft

o *fft otEH;tt

5I t h'(F -, /: l-

r Cover picture taken by Mr. Yoshida
on Sept.27,1975.

r Hinh bia do anh Yoshida, thdy thri
tiu Shokomaru chup ngiy 27-9-1975.

I Photo en couverture prise par
M. Yoshida le 27 Sept. 1975.
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O Voici le radeau compos6 de 36 tonneaux de
m6tal de Monsieur Nguyen Van Phong, 51 ans,
un petit commerqant d Gia Dinh.

M.Phong, avec I'aide de ses enfants,
avait mis 3 mois pour re6liser ce radeau. Il se
composait principalement de 2 rang6es de 18
tonneaux vides, et 6tait propuls6 pff deux
moteurs respectivement de 10 et de 7 cheveaux.
Il se ddplagait i une vitesse moyenne de 10
km/h et pouvait fonctioner chaque jow de 22 ir
24 heures.

Ce radeau transportait 14 personnes,
la plus jeune...c'etait un b6b6 de 3 mois, ayant
quitt6 Saigon le 23 Septembre 1975, 6tait
rep6ch6 par le bateau Japonais Shokomaru
au matin du 27 Septembre 1975, i plus de 280
km de Vung Tau (Cap St.Jacques).!
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I- Section View
II- PIan View

III- Cross View
01- Control wheel
02- Control room
03- Cover roof
04- Window
05- Plastic wall
06- Rest space
07- Baggage
08- Plywood
09- Gas drum
10- Fabric roof
11- Wooden floor
12- Engine
l3- Gasoline
14- Propeller
15- Rudder
16- Wooden bar
17- Metal chain
l8- Dimension of one drum
19- Forward

I- Tr,ic di6n
II- Binh di6n

III- Thi6t di6n
01- Tay Lii
02- Phdng l6i
03- Mrii che
04- Cia s6'
05- Vrich t6n
06- Ch6-trf
07- Db vit
08- Vrin 6p
09- Phuy nu6c
10- Vrii bat
I 1- Sin 96'
12-M6y
13- Dbu
l4- Ch6n vit
15- Bdnh l6i
16- Thanh 96'
17 - Dai sit
18- Kich thr/dc 1 phuy
19- Chibu di

I- Vue de cdt6
II- Vue de dessus

III- Vue en coupe

01- Barre de commande
02- Cabine de commande
03- Toit
04- Fendtre
05- Cloison en t6le
06- Abri
07- Objets divers
08- Planches en agglom6r6
09- R6serves d'eau
10- Auvent
11- Pont en bois
12- Moteurs
13- R6serves de mazout
14- H6lices
15- Gouvernail
16- Barre de bois
17- Cerceau m6talique
18- Dimensions d'un tonneau
19- Sens de d6placemant du radeau
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o The ioyful faces of 14 refugees afler they are just

saved.

o Nhiing n6t m{t h6n hoan cria 14 ngUoi ti nan vua
duqc crnr tho6t l6n tiu Shokomaru.

o Visages remplir de ioies de 14 refugiGs venant d'6tre
sauv6s.

o*IHtrff a*fi t u' fiPt: ;ffi t> /: t 4 )\a-WRt- b 
"

o Before leaving Shokomaru, Mr. Phong receives a

gift from the captain who rescued his family.

o Ong Phong nhdn qui tlng ttrthuybn trrtring, nguoi
di crfu vOt gia tlinh ong trdtn khi rdi tdu Shokomaru.

o Avant de quitter le Shokomaru, M. Phong regoit un

cadeau du capitaine qui a sauv6 sa famille.

. 4 h 9 t lF -> t- z t > fr. t lR t *kfr L t:E!fi;jy61 p-'

fi"

o With a warm reception when arriving Japan, 14 boat
people have their first meal at the Yokohama

Catholic center.

o 14 ngUdi vufl nan dil0c 6n chn don tidp khi vua tflt
ch6n l6n ddt tibn, dung bua cmn diu ti6n t4i trung
tim COng gi6o Yokohama.

oAccueil chaleureux r6serv6 aux 14 personnes qui

prendient leur premier repas apris leur arrivGe au

centre catholique de Yokohama, Japon.
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o ln 1954,the Communists took over North Vietnam, more than 8{10,000 people had to flee to the South by every means.
rNdm 1954, mibn Bfc Vi0t Nam bi CQng sln hoa, hrtn 8(tr.0fi1 nguui di dung di moi phuongtiQnddxu6iNamtimtgdg !

oEn 1954, les Communistes se rendaient maitres du Nord-Vietnam, c0ns6quence: plusdeS00.000persgnnes,parlouslesmoyens,ont
rdussi d trouver la libert6 au Sud.
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O SONG BE 12- FREEDOM FIGHTER:
They amazed the world by "borrowing"
the new Government's ship.
History will not forget the daring event !

Bateau historique i "SONG BE - Ll BERTE"
qui faisait parler de lui dans le monde !

Con tiu llch sfi': "SONG BE -TU DO"
ldm chdh dQng thd gi6i !
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a The daring hi-jack voyage of the present
Vietnam Governmentts ship, the SONG BE 12,
made headlines and news reports all over the
world.

The 120 ton, 36 meters vessel raced to
Australia with 179 aboard. History will recall
the ingenuity and courage of the Captain and
his friends.

You'll delight in this story and pictures,
by the Captain of the htppy hi-jackers !

(See page 24).

a De'tim Trt'Do, ngrrd ti n4n khdng nhfrtg
chi'vrttlt dai drrong bing nhfrrrg thuyEn nhd
mi cdn'xit dqttg ci t-iu ldn di ra di.

Ngiy 7 -ll-1977, 179 ngddl ti n4n de gddttg
doat Tiu Song 86 12 dii 36m, trsng tii 120
tdn vrldt dai drtong di thing ddn Uc Chiu Ii
mdt srl Li6n tri hnu gey chfin -tfqttg khdp ndi tr6n
th6 gibi.

Chring tdi xin gidi thi6u hinh lnh vi thi6n
hbi ki cria ThuyEn tirrlng cing Ban chihuy tiu
Song B6 12 vidt vE chuydn di lich sir niy. (xem
trang?T).

O A la recherche de la libert6, Ies r6fugi6s
non seulement utilisaient de petites barques
fragiles, mais encore des bateaux pour
traverser ltocean.

Le 7 Nov 1977, 179 personnes r6ussiss-
aient de ruse i mettre leurs mains sur Ie bateau
SONG BE 12 de 120 tonnes et de 36m de long,
qutils utilisaient pour aller directement en
Australie , c'6tait un fait qui surprenait le monde !

Nous vous pr6sentons ici les photos
et le r6cit du Capitaine de ce bateau enlev6
des mains communistes.

a ('/ >.-'.12)
H H Ajirl < ;Et: g 6HEEtJ,J.# alfr,t-. t 3
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a
After arriving P. Tengah, the
refugees on this island greet
their fellowmen happily by
sharing some food.
a
Tdu Song 86-12 vua ddn dio
P. Tengah, din vU{t n4n tam
trri tr6n dio vui muhg chio d6n,
chia phbn luong thric cho dbng
bio tr6n tdu.
a
Apris leur arrivde i P. Tengah,
les relugi6s ont rencontr6 un
accueil chaleureux des anciens
sur cette ile tout en partageant
leur repas.
e
{,->t7-).7>ht_t_t'
083. ?:(:r-'/:&4ERr.
tr€+EA bLJ< d,> )'t >.^,
t2Ea 

^4

a
From left :

Captain Tran Phuoc Hau,
assistant Lu Ngoc Son and two
sailmen.
O

Tri'tr6i qua phii :

Thuybn trudng Trbn Phrldc H{u
thuybn pho Lu Nggc Sdn, vi
2 thriy thi tiu S0ng 86 12.
a
De gauche d droite :

Capitaine Tran Phuoc Hau,
Assistant Lu Ngoc Son et deux
marins.
a
'./ >-:.t2Eo*frLa, Ei#h. r,

l->.2+2.,.?f,AE.
t)-.2'tt.'/>AI)NAF-.
f,AF- 
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SONG 8E.12

o Refugees lie all over, inside and outside the ship deck.

o Din vuot nan ntm la li6t tr6n boong tdu vi trqng hbm tdu.

o Refugids epuis6s sur leur bateau.

o f,AA <"orilt*Etr"



SONG 8E.12

a
Good bye to the refugees 0n P. Tengah, Song Be-12

directs to Australia.
a
Tam biQt dbng bdo ti nan tr0n dio P. Tengah, tiu Stng
86-12 hr/ong vb Uc Chdu.
a
Adieu aux refugi6s sur P. Tengah, Le Song Be-12 prend

la direction de I'Australie.

a
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SONG BE 12:

Sydney, Australia -J an. 6,1978.

The smell of death, anxiety and fear
pervades the city of Saigon after two and a
half years of the new goverment's rigid rule.
It is a dead city if judged by human rights,
freedom and decency. People walk hurriedly
and singly wherever you look. Life could
change radically in a moment with the next
person you meet. Even a close relative cannot
be trusted. His existence may depend on
providing the government's agent with inform-
ation of a close one. Truly the enemy may be
one in your household...the new regime has
arranged all that.

I worked for the new rulers of Vietnam.
It brought certain material benefits, but free-
dom of movement is a fond memory. Everyone
is controlled like robots, or yoked like oxen,
plodding mechanically in a limited circle.
One longs to talk to others but dares not.
The government covers its many mistakes.
One may not frown or wrinkle a brow in ques-

Journey to Freedom
tioning or disapproval. The one within ear-
shot or walking near by might be the secret
police. The devilishness of communism...it
makes spies of brother on brother.

Is there a person in Vietnam who has
not thought of fleeing through the forest
or risking life on the seas ? We heard of the
barges made from metal barrels which mir-
aculously brought people eventually to Malay-
sia, Japan and even Australia. The seas had
claimed half their numbers we were told.
I was lucky to work in a shipping company,
and knew the seas and the neighboring ports
to where I had travelled before. The crew of
our ship hoped for a journey abroad. But no
one would even hint of it to the crew member
beside him, even if they had been friends.
But I vowed to escape, and I knew there were
others aboard of the same mind. The leaders
of the SONG BE 12, sure of each others good
faith, talked it over and decided to choose
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other comrades. By the end of July 1977
we had our team. We would try to escape
from Vietnam even at the risk of life. Aboard
our ship were only three Communist cadres.
Their work was in the engineering part of the
operation aboard the ship, but their main
mission was to observe us, control our rctiv-
ities, and regiment our thoughts. We took the
greatest pains to hide our plans or intentions.
We worked zealously, and they saw us as
"a good worker and a good political learner".
They were probably happy at the way we
swallowed the party-line. But we didn't overact.
We sensed the disatisfaction of the three
agents. They were still poor after years of
"fighting against imperialism". The fall of
the government, they thought, would bring
them what they envied in others...money and
things. They had little more than the bare
essentials, and we had more than they. They
craved alcohol, and so we brought them to the
bars with us. It helped our relationship. Their
craving for drink was to help our plan to
succeed.

Two months passed since we had vowed
to escape. We ignored each other in front
of the three agents, with no sign of special
friendship among us. We'd even argue at
times or even fight. Outwardly they saw us
reluctantly tolerating each other. But inwardly
we were one, and on week-end evenings, we
would meet in a restaurant where no one
knew us. We took pains not to be followed.
If another came into restaurant, we would
soon conclude our meeting and depart. When
we were with the three agents, we adopted
their topics of conversation and even tried
to walk like them and to dress as casually
as they did. Our plans were being polished
with the time and remained hidden. We set
aside necessities we'd need for journey. We
reviewed the experiences of others we had
heard about, and anticipated running into
problems once we made the break. The ex-
perience of the VAM CO 16 give us some ques-
tion to consider. Once we were tipped off that
we were being shadowed by the secret police,
in spite of our most careful planning.

The shipping company had its observers
too. All this presented obstacles to our meet-
ings, and prolonged the time of preparation.
But we determined to persevere.

To leave without our families was out of
the question. To help us to get them aboard
meant we had to include more in our plans.
Contacts were slowly and carefully made
because of the ever present secret police.
The preparation was completed as good as

we could expect. On November 7-1977 the
SONG BE 12 would leave Saigon for its
scheduled destination PHU QUOC. Our
families were instructed to go to Vung Tau
before. Full of anxiety we could not sleep
for two days before the final departure hour.
But we left at the scheduled moment on the
7th, and the SONG BE 12 plowed through
the seas on the most adventuresome trip it
had ever made.

Two hours after leaving we invited the
three cadres into a room at 10:00 A.M. to have
a drink of their cherished whisky. One of
them held back from drinking. But when
our conversation turned toward talk of a
"smuggler" of our famous Vietnamese food
condiment "nuoc mam", and peppers from
Phu Quoc, the greed was touched in the man,
and he drank happily with the others. Two
glasses of whisky with sleeping drug as a
mixer were enough to have the Government's
agents sleeping like babies. While the crew
ate lunch, the SONG BE 12 was turned toward
Vung Tau, and we now acted boldly and were
determined to carry out our well laid plan.
Our leader group had tied the three sleeping
men, and set aside the two loaded CKC rifles
and a K-54 colt. Then we called the crew,
one byone,for a thorough briefing of our escape
that we had executed perfectly until now.
They were with us completely.

At 3 P.M. we came to Vung Tau as
planned, cast anchor and awaited the arrival
of our families. The three bound cadres had
slept off the drugs and the whisky, but were
being carefully watched in their bound con-
dition. Late that night, our families arrived.
At 4:00 A.M. with all aboard on the 8th of
November we started our journey for freedom,
heading south with 149 women and children
hid inside the small rooms, to avoid the sus-
picious eyes of the Maritime police we figured
we'd meet. Around 8 A.M. when the ship
approached the open deep sea area, a scouting
plane flew low, and evidently signaled to two
patrol ships which came after us. The motors
of the SONG BE 12 seem to outdo their capacity
as we raced away at full speed with 173 aboard.
Four hours later plowing through the high seas
we didn't have any craft in sight. We breath-
ed the fresh air of freedom, and our hearts
tingled with delight in our happiness. After
two and a half years of communism and the
long hours of tension before taking off, it
seemed just too good to be true. The spur of
the motors and the slapping of the waves as
we cut through the sea seemed to be a song of
joy at their part in our daring flight from death.
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We untied the three cadres and put them
in a large room, but held firmly to keeping
them under watch at all times. Tired from
the tension and wrung out emotionally, the 149
laid down on the decks of the ship in a peaceful
sleep. Our plan called for a port-call in Sin-
gapore, to replenish fuel and drop off the three
communists, before going on to Australia.

After three days, however, we came to P.
Tengah Island, Malaysia. 2000 Vietnamese
living in this temporary camp danced and
shouted with joy when they saw our ship
and sensed what we had done. Kill the commu-
nists some impulsively suggested. But cool
heads took charge. To do so would have
marred the ideals for which we had fled. Until
now we had treated them like Vietnamese
brothers whose wills and minds were not their
own. We continued that by feeding them the
same food as the crew, which was better than
that of our families who were living on the
decks. All the three asked was to be returned
to Vietnam. They said nothing that would
show they had not accepted the ideals of the
new goverment and we made no effort to
suggest differently. Men must be true to their
own consciences even if it is erroneous. Their
families were still in Vietnam too.

At 7:00 A.M. on November 1lth we were
visited by Mr Nguyen Duc of the NGUOI VIET
TU DO in Malaysia. He urged us to leave
quickly, lest Malaysian authorities decide to
stop us for some reason. He urged us to
continue on to Indonesia and not to Singapore.
8 persons asked to go along with us to Australia,
so our family grew to 181. The ship ranbeauti-
fully, and we came to Surabaya port, Indonesia,
and obtained food and fuel. The Indonesian

authorities granted all our requests and needs,
and we took off from that port and headed
for Darwin Australia on Nov 22, 1977.

When we entered the territorial waters of
Australia, a Navy plane flew over us and we
felt we had found freedom. Permission was
given for us to proceed, and on the evening of
November 27th, a Navy ship came out to meet
us and lead us into Darwin.

The next day at 1 P.M., the SONG BE 12
cast anchor. We eagerly complied with all
formalities and minimum regulations, and
handed over the weapons we had to the
Australian officials. We asked for asylum
for the 181 of us, and asked that the wishes
of the three communists to be returned to
Vietnam be respected. History will record
the official grant of the Australian
Prime Minister to let us resettle in
Australia. All of this took place aboard the ship.
Now we were to go ashore at 11:A.M. on
November 29th, and were escorted to the
Quarantine office Darwin. We looked back
at the SONG BE 12 from the outside, and she
seemed to bob up and down happily in the sea,
calmly sharing the air of freedom. After
22 days at sea you can imagine our joy to be
away from the smell of death and fear in our
beloved Vietnam. But our joy is limited when
we think of family, friends and countrymen...
still forced to endure the sad and miserable
lot in Vietnam under Communistic inhumanism.
True Vietnamese inside and outside their
beloved land will live and work for the day
our country will be free again.

TRAN PHUOC HAU
Captain and Crew of the SONG BE 12. I

r lmpatient of interminable wait-
ing, 8 men joined the Freedom
Fighter, Song Be-12, to
Australia.

r Ra di vd tidp tgc ra di, sau khi
rdi ViQt Nam dOh P. Tengah,

Md Lai, 8 thanh ni6n di tidp tUc

cuOc hdnh trinh mdi, nuung
theo tiu S0ng 86 12 tim vt 0c
Chdu.

r lmpatients d'attente interminable,
I hommes ioignirent le grouPe
qui tentaient d'aller en Australie
sur le Song Be 12.

' J 
= 
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SONG BE 12:

Sydney, ngdy6th6ng 1 nf,m 1978.

Sau hdn hai nbm rtrdi d trong tay CQng
sin, thinh phd Sdigbn mang sic thrii ifau kh6'
lo Au, ghn nhd m$t thinh ph6'chdt. Tdt ci mqi
ngtrdi ddu s6hg m6t c6ch vQi vr, kh6ng Ui6t tldn
ngiy mai. T6i tuy li c6ng nh0n nhi nrrdc, dudc
du dai ctdi chrit trong cnd A6 hiQn tai, nhdng
nhin lai ngdy xda mdi thdy nay minh kh6ng cdn
chft t1t do ni:o nfra. T6i kh6ng cdn tltldc di lai
ttiy y, kh6ng cft/Qc n6i chuyQn thoii m6i, lfc
nio cfrng dd ddt, ngay cri aoi vdi nhfrrg ngudi
th6n. Dd le chda td aeh nhf,ng trSi tai gai mtt
mi nhi nu6c cd tinh bt/ng bit srr that. Chung
quanh t6i, moi ngudi theo doi rinh md, ai cfing
c6 tfr6'ti c6ng an tim hi6'u ddi td cia t6i.

Trong hon hai n6m d6, mgi ngu'di clbu c5

f tlinh tho6t ly l6n ring hay tim c6ch vddt bidn.
T6i rdt may m6n tlttOc lim vi6c trong nginh
hing nrii, aidng bi6h adi vdi t6i rart qu; th"uqc,
k6'cri ving bidn cria nhfrng qudc gia kh6c mi t6i
dd c6 dip d6n. Thiy thi tr6n tiu t6i ai cfrng udc
m6t ngiy nio cl6 tim clldc tOi ai tho6t, nhdng
kh6ng ai d5mng6 t6m tt/ thbm k(n dy cho ngddi
khdc, dd r6t thdn thiQn. CQng sin c16 lim chring
t6i nghi ngdlin nhau. Dibu niy khidn vi6c kdt
tu m6t d6m cl6ng ngudi cld vtrot bidn r6t th6
khdn. Vi vfly, ban chi huy tiir S6ng Be 12 chfng
t6i da nhibu lhn t6m sr/ vi tim ngudi chung chi
hudng, hop lai tuy6n th6 vio cu6'i thdn g7-77.

May mtnhon nfra li tiu chring t6i chi c6
3 t6n c6n b6 C6ng sdn. Nhrlng ngu'di niy ngoii
chric vg vb ky thuAt cdn c6 bdn phQn theo d6i vi
kidm so6t trr tudng chring t6i. Chdng t6i hdt srlc
dd d{t vi bb ngoii ra sfc lim vi6c cflng nhrl
"hg. t0p t6't, lao t16ng tdt", ctbng thdi "hda
hop, hda giii" vdi mdy ngud'i c6n b6 dy, tao b6
m{t hdt srlc trung thinh. Ba ngudi niy li c6n
b6 nghEo tring di da bao nhi6u nam chi6h tl6'u
chdng ddqu6'c". Chinh vi thd, khi d6n Siigbn,
ho c6 vd ttr6 bdt man khi thdy chfng t6i la
"ngqy" mA c6 sd lrrong hon h9. Vb v{t chdt h9
cdn thua k6m dhi moi mlt. Ho rit udc ao c6 cldi
sdng sung tdc hon, c6 ti6n an nh{u. Vi thd
chdng t6ithtlong mdi h9 ili udng .rl(u ngoii
gio lim viQc. Dhn ddn, chuyGn 5n nhiu niy

Hanh fiinh tim Tu Do

thinh m6t th6i quen, h9 tha:y rang thi6u ruou li
thiC'u m6t thrl chi chn thi6t, li thi6u m6t lang
qu6n.

Su6t 2 th6ng, chfng tdi hdt srlc kh6o 16o

il6ng kich thAt tdi tinh dd nhfrng c6n bQ CQng

siin kh6ng nghi ky vi thdy thti tloin kh6ng chf
9. Chring t6i kh6ng bao gid ili chung vdi nhau,
it n6i chuy6n ri6ng tu trong gid lim viQc, it6i khi
bi gi|, vd gdy l6n ldn nhau. Tuy nhi6n trong
nhlrng Uudi cnibu cu6'i tuhn, chring t6i hen g{p
nhau 6 nhtrng qu6n trn xa, hop bin ct6h chuydn
tli lich sf. Ai cfng lo 6u, ddm chilng nhrlng
ngudi cti phia sau tr6n itudng t16n tlia didm hen.
N6'u tfang tq hqp mi g4p m6t ngudi nio i16 cring
cdng ty thi ch6c vi6c sE kh6ng thinh. Bf mit vi
kin tl5o hic nio cfrng vAy bria chring t6i trong
mgi m6i truong. Tri c6ch 6n mic, dli clfng, n6i
chuy6n, chfng t6i dbu dd det, bft chu6c y nhu
moi c6n b9 C6ng sin. Tr) nhlrng td c6ch niy,
chfng t6i cing ngiy cing t6 ra ghn gfli v6i hg.

Trong thdi gian dy, chring t6i chu6'n bi
tdt cit nhfing vQt dung cbn thidt Od nann dQng.
Bao nhi6u bu6i hgp chi nhlm dric k6i lai mQt

vdn tlb vi rdt kinh nghiOm nhfing chi6'c tiu cld cli
nhtr chi6'c Vdm Cd 16. Sau cl<i, chdng t6i c6 tin
li c6ng an thinh clang theo doi chring t6i vi
nhrlng si quan hdng hii kh6c cing c6ng ty.
Dibu niy lb m6t trd ngai l6n lao, nhdng v'i nh6n -

quybn vd nibm khao kh6t tU do, chfng t6i
kh6ng niin chi.

Neu tiu S6ng Be l2kh6ng phii chb th6m
ngudi thi moi chuyCn dlbu qud dd. Ding niy, vi
gia dinh, chring t6i phii m6c n6i vdi mQt s6'

ngudi nlra d6'ho c6 phuong ti€n mang gia tlinh
chring t6i ddn chdhgn. Sd vi6c ngiy cing td nhi
vi kh6 khf,n, nndt td c6ng an tlang theo ddi
chfng t6i nhu hinh v6i b6ng.

Moi dtl tinh dd tani xong, ihing 8 gid
s6ng ngiy 7-lI-1977, S6ng 86 12 khdi henh'ti
Sbigbn di Phf Qu6'c. Sudt hai ngdy <16m 5 vb 6
th6ng 11, chring t6i kh6ng ngd tlrro.c, lo Au lu6n
Iu6n dd n4ng, ntrdt li chfng t6i phii dua gia -

clinh tli Vung Tiu tn/dc d6. Con tiu md day xa
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dbn vdi bao ti6hg cdi clda tidn ctla c6c tiu ban.
Chfnh nhd nudc cflng kh6ng ngd d6h dr/ tinh ra
di cfia chring t6i.

Deh 10 gio, chdng t6i mdi ba t6n c6n b6
CQng sin vio phdng udng ruou. Chi c6 2 ngudi
r/ng chiu, cdn ngddi thr? ba kh6ng mu6'n udng.
Dibu niy ld tr& ngai mi chring t6i kh6ng dd lie;
tluo. c. Nhanh tri, chring t6i du anh ta btng c6ch
n6i d6h chuy6n lim ra tibn md kh6ng cbn vdn.
T6i n6i nhd vdi anh ta ld chuydn niy ra phf -

Qu6'c, t6i s€ cho anh ta mudn m6t sd tibn mua
nucic m6m vi ti6u h6t mang uE daigirn bin ldy
ldi, vdn m6t ldi hai. Anh ta nghe xong chuy6n
mfit s6ng rd, vd vui mrlng hi€n 16 tr6n mdt. Cudi
cting chring t6i cing u6'ng rddu. C6, ba ngudi
clbu udhg nhfing ly nt{u mi chfng tdi da b6 sEn
thu6c ngfi. Udng dugc hai ly li ho di nga ru.
Phai n6i li ho hoin toin tin chfng t6i. Trong
hic niy thi thiy thri dodn dang 6n com tnJa
trong khi con tiu lu6t s6ng vb phia Vflng Tiu.
D€n 12 gid trua, chfng t6i bdt dbu hdnh ilQng.
BAy gi& ngoii chring t6i 4 ngudi ra cdn c6 vii
thriy thri nfla hop t6c. Chring t6i tdtrltr6i ba anh
c6n b6lai, ttldc 2khtusring tn/dng CKC vd m6t
c6y sring ngfn K-54. Sting cda ho ilEu l6n dan
sdn sing, chi chd biit trfc li phrin rirrg. Tidp
theo tld, ttng ngudi m6t, thdy thti cloin th/dc hdi
)t kieh vi bdy gid ho m6i thd 16 t6m tinh u6'n
khfc tr) 2 n5m nay. Chring t6i hoin toin dtldc
h6u thu6ir ctia thdy thd cloin.

Ddn 3 gid chibu, chfng t6i cho neo tdu
t4i nci hen Vflng Tdu. Khi d16, c5n b6 COng sin
t15 tfnh ddy, bi6i minh tlang bi nhdt trong phdng
tay ch6n kh6ng ci d6ng tltrd. c nhung kh6ng bidt
lim sao hdn.

Su6t tt6m dd, tdu neo tai Cab, tl6h khuya
nhfing ghe nhd ch& dby ngudi ie.r tau chfng t6i,
vi chdng t6i nh6'neo khdi hinh l:iLc 4 gio s6ng
nsiy 8-11-1977.

Con tiu tr{c chi hd6ng Nam. Trong khi
d6, 149 ngudi ti nan gbm din bd, con nit phdi
tfp trung vio mQt ctrd'ttrflt ch6t hep vb kin i16o
cldtr6nh sdph6t gi6c cianhfing tiu tubn CQrg -
Sdn. D€h 8 gid t6'i, khi tiu s5p ra d€h hrii phAn
qudc td, m6t chidc mdy bay bay ngang thit thdp
vd c6 hai chi6'c tiu kh6c tr{c chi vb hu6ng chring
t6i. Chfng t6i lo l6ng gib bQi cho s6'phin 173
ngudi tr6n tiu, vi xi m6y chay hdt t6'c h/c. B6h
gid. sau, chring t6i ra deh hai ph+n qu6'c t6'vi
m6t b6ng c6c tiu kia

Ai nA'v clbu vui -dog, th& dai nhe nh6m,
hit thd kh6ng khf tU do sau mdy ndm & v6i CS

vh sau 30 tidng tlbng hb tinh thbn ctrng thlng.
Nhfing c6n b6 CQng sin thlgc md tr6i vi tluqc
chring t6i cho vio mdt phdng tttdng ddi ldn tr6n
tiu ddqudn thric. Cdn 149 ngrrOi ti nan nlm ci
tr6n boong tdu. Theo d{ tinh, chring t6i s€ gh6
TAn Gia Ba dd xin dbu, htong th{c vi dbng thdi
gdi f c6n bO CQng sdn lai cho ho trd vb, sau d6
chring t6i se tli Uc. Nhung 3 ngiy sau, chfng
t6i deh cldo Pulau Tengah, Mt Lai. Ndi if6y da
c6 hon hai ngdn ngudi ti nan t6fi,c. Th?iy chfng
t6i ho vui mtlng kh6n t& vi cldi gidt ba t6n c6n bQ
CQng sin tr6n tiu. Chring t6i kh6ng chiu lim
chuyGn cI6, theo kinh nghiOm vi nna't ti sau khi
bidt ro ub ug chidc DC-3 bi ct/dng ifoat cli TAn
Gia Ba. Di sinh m?ng ho d trong tay chring t6i,
chring t6i kh6ng hb c6 f clinh hdLnh ha ho.
Ngr/qc l4i, chdng t6i d6i ctdi vdi ho rdt tir td, cho
dn udng nhtt ph'6n dn cda thdy thil, kd ci nudc
chanh vi thudc 16. Di nhi6n phhn trn niy hdn
phbn 5n cfia bi con ti nan tr6n tiu nhibu. Ngoi:i
ra, chting t6i cdn an di tinh thbn ho, kh6ng coi
ho lb kd thi mi li ban tuy khdc chi hu6rrg. Ho
da tdng n6i : "Biy gidchring t6i kh6ng ch6hg crl
nlla, c6c anh di t16u cfrng cluqc, mi6h sao tl6h
ndi dI6 chring t6i tlddc an toin dd vb v6i vd con."

Ddn 7 gio tdi ngdy1l-l1-77, Ph6ng vi6n
b6o Ngudi Viet Tt/ Do (Nhat Bin) tai Md, Lai,
Anh Nguy6ir Dtlc, g{p chdng t6i tai Tiu. Anh
Dr?c khuy€n chring t6i n6n cli gdp kdo gdp trd
ng4i til chfnh quybn Ml Lai A. Va n€n gh6 Nam
Duong chri'kh6ng n6n gh6 Tin Gia Ba.

Th6'le 9 gid tdi h6m dt6 chring t6i lai khdi
hinh, mang th6m 8 anh em dQc thdn tt clio
P. Tengah cing di Uc ch6u.

Tdu chring t6i xu6i ddng tr6n dfai duong
bao la theo httdng Nam vi ngdy 16 chting tdi c6p
bdn Surabaya (Nam Duong) tld xin luong thrlc
vd dbu. Chfnh quyEn Nam Dtlong aOl aai vOi
chring t6i rdt tir td, ho girip chring t6i theo ldi
y6u cbu dt ring chring tdi phrii trri tibn dhu.
Tiu khdi hinh ngdy 22-11-1977 tr:lLc chi hu6ng
hrli cring Darwin (Uc).

Gbn d6n Hdi pfr6n tc, mdy bay cda Hdi
QuAn tJc hldn s6t tr6n tdu, chfng t6i vui ming
khi cluoc ph6p vio tlAt Uc, vd tdi ngiy 27-ll, mOt
chidc tiu cria tldi Quin Hoing Gia Uc ra d6?r
chlotrg cho chring t6i c6p b6h Darwin.

1 gid trua ngiy 28-ll, tiu S6ng Be l2b6
neo d hii cdng. Thd tuc gidy td cluoc l6p ngay
Ifc d6.-,.Cn:ng t6i nap tlfi s6'vu khi cho chinh
quydn Uc vd xin cho 181 ngtrdi tr6n tiu dr/{c ti
nan tr€n tldt Uc. Di c6 ldi y6u cbu din tlQ cfia
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Tda Dai Srf C6ng Sin Bdc Viet, fhri fu6ng Uc
da cho ph6p chring t6i ti nan vd b6c ldi y6u clu.
Chdng t6i ng6 5i giao tri tiu S6ng F,6, 12 cho
CQrg sdn vi dbng thdi xin gdi f cdnbQc6ng s6n
vE Vi6t Nam.

11 gid ngiy 29-ll-77 , tat ch chring t6i
xudng tbu tl€'d6n tr4m Quarantine d Darwin.
Ldc niy thri that, t6i het sri'c xric ilQng khi nhin
lai con tiu da dda chfng t6i tdi phbn adt tU no
mi nay phii vinh bi6t n6 chi vi nhfrng con ngudi
CQrg sdn dang thdng tri Vi6t Nam y€u ddu cda
chfng t6i.

Sau 22 ngiy dli l6nh d6nh tr6n bi6h cd
tim Ttl Do, gid diy, nghi cldn Sbigbn, trt nhi6n
nhf,ng n6i bubn ddn vdi t6i that nhg nhing va
ldng x6t xa lim sao ? TrCn minh adt tql do niy,
t6i cltloc thorii mdi sung sddng. Trong khi dy,
nhfrng ngudi thAn vd dbng bio t6i phii chiu bao
nhi6u kh6'sd dau bubn v6 tin...

ThuyEn Tntdng TRAN PHUOC HAU
vi Ban Chi Huy SONG BF. 12
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r Captain and the crew ol Song Be 12 at Surabaya findonesia].

r Thuybn tnlring vd thriy thi aloin tiu S0ng 86 12 tai cdng Surabaya [Nam Dudng].

r Capitaine et 6quipage du bateau Song Be-l2 au port Surabaya Indondsie].
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T THE BOATS SPELL FREEDOM
r NHIJITIc coN THUYEIv RAo TRUvErv rU DO
T LES BARQUES PoRTANT LE MESSAGE LIBenTE
r "H fr' tifrLafr
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r VIETNAMESE FISHING P0RT? No, a Malaysian port is born when freedom fleers from Vietnam find temporary rest...first one ship,
a junk, and the fleet for freedom grows

r - oAv co pnnr LA MOT ncucAnc vtEr rRvr KHONG ?

- ThUa khong, dOy la mOt bli dau tam thoi cia nhung con thuyEn di tim tu do tai Mi Lai, luc d)u thi mot hai chi6c, nhung nay thi....
32

w,'tM

I EST-CE UN P0RT DE PECHE VIETNAMIEN ?

Non. c'est un refuge provisoire pour les barques Vietnamiennes en quete de la Liberte en Malaisie. Au debut il n'y en avait que deux,
mais maintenant...

t -i l. i t^a)ft.)E ?

t'!'i. H H{.,*V;hfia-v >->7 (O--E+;nvi,xrJr lller{J | . ZEf_-;f_af._r,, 4{J
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r l5 peoilre rieil iicrir Kie n Giang, VN rn ihis 16m boat and landed in Mersing 0n Oct 15,1977. One of a fleet with six other boats and 258

ailoard,lhcyieil rr',rirptali0nN0v3.1977 ThreeweekslateronNov23,theydriftedintoDarwinport,Australia.

I Cof thLrycir rlri, rtrr ,JLJa r! ngr.ldr r-dr Kien Giang Vi6t Nam ddn bO bidn Mersing ngay 15-10 1977. Vd c[ng chiSc thuybn ndry l2r mOt trong
Tcnrdl.L'r;:ril{i;ri ti,iriiEqlli'r258ngLldi rdi dAoPTengahdi UcChaungay3-11'1977. Sau3tu}nvlldtdaidddng hodZddncdngDarwrnan
ioin ttqlY )^t 'i 1 't\t7 !

34

r Cette barque de 16m transportait 15 refugies quittant Kien Giang (Viet Nam)etarrivart d Mersing le 15 0ct.1977. Elle faisait ensuite partie
des/barquesduconvoiquiquittaitl'ileP.Tengahle3Nov.l9/Tavec25BpersonnesabordendirectiondelAustralie. Apres3semainesde
navigation incertaine,le 23 Novembrqils arrivarent sains et sauts au port Australien Darwin.

r -\l-j_La)ftr>:./+./ah'a t5/\6*r a. El+u52+10,Et5=./)r,.,>2't,Et'/_tr3t6:..afr _/)fj(tBLln6cd)fi-+{_
t"l+llE 3 E. 7-t7>lHh'i;t-,<t-tt)7--ft) )2s8,\ofliL',El';laL. 3EF.iiX^ft#t,g-t4 >)f.^l-ffir'/_

$\w, . .q.

e,t4.Fjrj&**r,

35



r SINKING ! Soon this ship will go under.How long can humans stay afloat ? Weather tears old ships apart. But the refugee is tougher.
How long can he last.

r CHiM ! Trong giAy lat chiOb thuybn s€ chim vao long bidn. Bao nhieu ngrroivin lenh d0nh. Thoiti6t de pha tan con thuyen cri nhung dAn
vugt bi0n vin chLr? thua. NhUng, ho chiu ddng d6n bao gid.

36

p .,til,r.,|.{it:,1:tt'/.A

r NAUFRAGEICemota{freuxiBientOtlabarqueenddbris s'engloutiradanslamer...Pourcombiendetemps,l'irommepourra-t-ilyflotter?
ll resiste a la mort certaine mais pour combien de temps.

t'k)?../ J Lri(:a_fuAlt',aea+(-)i5i6l'-4) -1t't"a ( lt'. /\F"ltttH-r(!'btLkah'? X.fRiJ. *d)frfiratr*L(L*-;
f- Lr' L+ERti,E LlrL., /-Dr. t'-) J -(. 1,q,:r (JmJra btL6t:_4 i h- ?
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r This 9 foot upturned boat was roof
by day as 7 refugees floated beneath
to avoid Maritime Police. At night
they paddlerl feverishly for one
week...to freedom.

[Leamsing, Thailandl.

r Vdi chi6c thuyEn con ddi chl 3m, 7

ngdoi t! nan tl6 ra sfc trong 7 ngAy
ddm, ban ngay phii l{n xuOhg biOh

vd dim chi6'c thuy'6n tld tr6nh cong
an, ban tlOm ra sfc chdo Od 00i ta'y
gia cria t[ do. [Leamsing, Thdilanl.

-lr$

Dans une barque de3mdtres, 7 refugi6s
peinaient pendant 7 jours et 7 nuits.
Le jour ils devaient plonger dans la

mer et immerger leur barque pour

6viter la surveillance des gardes
cOtidres communistes ; la nuit ils
se rattrappaient en ramant sans
repos, parfois jusqu'd I'epuisement...
au prix de la libert6.

[Leamsing, Thailande].
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r VIETNAMESE "YACHTS".
Forcedtostayaboard. Asteponlandwouldbeatreat...butadeathwish. Shipsof laterarrivalshavebeenpushedouttoseaatgunpoint,
refused even the harbor or the beach.

r Nhringchidcthuy?nconcdanguoitinanbicamchil6nbonefurfrOngmu0hphiiiddiOignvdicdich6t. ThiimtriSthon,cdcchidctauddnsau
ddu bj du0i ra khdi ben dudi hgng sung v0 nhAn d4o.

{0

r PourlesbarquesdesVietnamiensc'estvraimentunejoiedetoucherlaterreferme,maissera-ceaussiuneautremort...dpetitfeu. D'autres
venant apres devaient faire marche arriere. Menaces par les fusils, on tire si elles s'approchent de la terre ou du port.

r +ER(rfiAI+)Et LL'rilptt,ttr{J-4-('+i{tta, - a iAt,nafftJ+,iLlJ (,.SAE('FXEH!/Jif tr(: J.,<fr)E(:€L,E{
lL6,
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Gun prevents these "boat cases"from stepping 0n land, even for a short walk. Nor can they go out fishing to flavor their rice with a catch.

Many carne in these ships and have never got off I

r OUNG YEN I O NGUYEN TREN THUYEN I

Duoi hqng sung khdc nghiQt, dAn ti nan tren. thuyEn khong duQc phep l6n bo, du chi la di dao mdt, khong dUOc di ddnh c6 ddthdm chut

huonq vi vao na1 com. Bao nhi6u nguoiddtrflh, nhung khflng ai dUgc phep l6n bo.

42

I NE BOUGEZ PAS DE LA ! RESTEZ SUR VOTRE BARQUE !

Surveilles aux fusils, ces refugids en barque ne pouvaient se pr0mener, ni faire de la peche, ni ddbarquer sur la terre libre. Beaucoup
d'hommes se sont pourtant enfuis .

.4h<li.t fu:aJ_t,t,4.t $tr_q56,rir_r_ "f - l. . t-2" *ERr*, ttha\\+3i. [t(:l:b _tt1+{tr_/rr." */:)^e.tL<
AdfiAX(:er"q &" ih - z L ( 3 t I'

r D0N'T MOVE !JUST FLOAT !
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OnthemorningotDect5igTTthreeboatswithlT,25and50aboardwererefusedlandinganddrivenbacktosea. Theboatwith50aboard

including Mrs.phuong Dung the famous singer of South VN drifted into Mersing. Mercy was shown to the refugees without food and fuel.

The other two boats dtdn't make it.

Sdngngdy 15-12-1977 bachidcthuybncdpv2roc6ngTrengganu,motchiscch6lTnguoi,motchidc25nguoivdchi6ckhdc50nguoi.,cd-,ba
cfriei Oa ni trl cfroi len b0 va pndi roi kh6i day Chi6c thuyEn nh6 thu 3.chd 50 nguoi trOng do co. nu ca si Phuong Dung, mQt ca si noi tien-g

tai mibn Nam Ngay 1}-i}-1gt7 vi h€1 nhien lieu va thLrc phah, chi6'c ndy da cap bao bo bieh Mersing va duqc chd vdo trai thuoc ddo

P Tengah, con hai chiec kia khOng bi6t da trOi dat di dau ?! !

44

Le matin du 15 Dec 1977,3 barques rdussissaient a toucher le port Trengganu, en transportant respectivement 12, 25 et 50 persgnnes.
Dans la troisieme se trouvait madame Phuong Dung, une chanteuse connue au Sud-Vietnam. Leur ddbarquement ayant ete refuse
par les autoritds du port, elles devaient le quitter pour une destination incertaine. Le 1B Ddcembre, a court de gasoline et de provisions,
la troisieme barque s'approchait de la terre vers Mersing et les 50 personnes etaient acceptds cette fois dans un camp de I'ile p:Tengah.
Personne ne connaissait le sort rdservd aux deux autres ?! !

t7 . 25/\. 50,\ j )*1tt-38afr{JEAfr52+ t2Ft5E*Jl l- L- >h7)grffir'1-7rrfirr[{)ruf-,. lEJt8E. ffi-..t l-lz.otr44k*t-
of-7:t,,)t,zf,1Ae&b501\**ul- 3CEd)iltJffit+L€tlri8A. ,/)v-.2>2'.7''-t7>)jHaLFfrt=aI{ttf_h;.. 1&0aZ
€(J+r't : ? //
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"Socialisme morose"
N VU TAI tUC

Mr. VU TAI LUC, a 48 Year old fortune-
telling researcher and writer, escaped by
boat-from Vietnam in April 1977. He arrived
with his wife and two children on the coast of
Malaysia, and qt present is living in the
United States. Mr. Luc has witten fourteen
books on the political history of Vietnam,

the -face o-f the money-class, and fortune-
telling. Alt his works were confiscated by
the present Vietnamese Communist regime-
"SOCIALISME MOROSE" is his analysis of
socialism. This is not a theoretical work, but
rath\r the author's tears -for the misery
caused to so many human beings.

Since March 1975, the people of South
Vietnam had listened to the neutral reports in
Vietnamese, broadcast over BBC, the Govern-
ment of England's financed radio station. Early
in the morning for thirty minutes, and again
very late at night for another thirty minutes, the
people were glued to their radios. When the

unfavorable information to South Vietnam was

heard a few days before the fall, we tealized
that it was already too late. The BBC station
had fulfilled its task. The only thing left now for
the people of South Vietnam was to rcalize their
destluction. Now they had to decide whether to
remain or flee their beloved homeland' For
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some people this was an easy choice, but for me
it was a most difficult decision.

After much thought, I decided to stay.
This was because I love my country with a
passion, a love that is so much imbued in the
Vietnamese culture. But the price of remaining
was to witness the results of a 30 year long
fratricidal war, and the historical changes to
come. By remaining in my country the sight of
the real face of the much publicized myth of the
infamous socialism of our century was experi-
enced. Thousands of books have been written
in order to analyze or criticize socialism, and
millions of people have been killed by it. I
thought it important to have a personal, on-the-
spot experience and knowledge of the real
nature of this socialism, even if it brought
danger to my life.

My decision to remain in Vietnam was
also based on philosophical grounds, somewhat
similar to the observation of Henry Kissinger:
"Any important political problem of our century
has a philosophical setting". Nevertheless,
I escaped from Vietnam two years later. Such
a decision, philosophically is absolutely ground-
less. It is emotional problem. In order to
realize such a decision, my family and I risked
our own lives, sneaking away from the armed

guards, and fighting the rough seas in an old
small boat.

During the two years I lived under Viet-
nam socialism, I had many experiences. When
the war ended on April 30,7975, all in Saigon
exploaded with relief, roaming the streets with
the cracking of gunfire so loud and steady, that
it seemed like a New Year's celebration. I
watched what appeared during those days and
nights on TV, the many heroes in the battle
fields, the guerillas going through the Ho Chi
Minh route and the events that led up to the
victory of Vinh Linh. Women had been used as
liaison 

-messengers-, 
through the woods,

between squads of soldiers. Casualities were
high among these heroic women of Vietnam.
Pictures appeared of their dead bodies, long
beautiful hair hanging from lifeless bodies
wrapped in hammock cloth. One choked with
pride for these valiant women who paid with
their innocent lives the debt of the war of
others. Such sights and emotional pressures
weighed heavily on mind and soul.

The enthusiasm following the liberation
lasted less than three months, and turned to
contempt and resentment for the liberators as
the new regime began to structure their ruth-
less program. Photographs which just a few

r "Comparing to present Vietnam, here is the heaven", famous writer Vu Tai Luc waitedformanydullrnonthsinthisisland.
r "S0vdiVi6tNambdygid,thi'thi6nddngldil6y!"NhivdnV0Tai Lucdiso'nghingbaothdngtrdichdrt{irongri.

r "EncomparaisonavecleVietnamactuel,c'esticiunparadis!",L'ecrivainVuTai Luc yapass0desmoisaattendre.

I :i1(+J. 9d)-\ l-J-^J 4 (1Xtr/:" J-)7>rja++ >J<'*\tE+;E L/-{Y*. HZI|IFE7>)'. t4 .)v'y 2"
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months ago had made the blood run hot and
flooded the eyes with tears now brought only
passive facial expressions. Folks would view
them and whisp€r, "the pictures are real facts,
but that explanation is a pure lie" Spring flow-
ers were covered with waves of dry dust and
cinder it seemed, as truth and goodness were
choked and smothered with socialism, Vietnam
brand. I had read newspapers from the West
and in other various publications, the expres-
sion "Socialisme morose". I had doubted that
this expression was as objectionable as some
writers made it to be, and thought it was over-
stated anti-propaganda. But now I felt I was
being covered in the sorrow and despair of this
socialism, and that it was engulfing both body
and soul.

Liberation had brought a short period of
gaiety, and life was lived at a fast pace in Saigon
But now the streets became deathly still, hope-
lessness, the mood of the people, as they
walked the streets with down cast faces, their
foreheads furrowed with frightened looks.
Thirty years of war had grieved almost every
family as members were added to those who
would never breathe again. But now a further
family heart rendering, as political plans sepa-
rated family members in planned groupings.
The naturally joyous Vietnamese was no longer
seen, as every bit of happiness drained from
life. Socialism even dictates and controls, to a
certain extend, the superficial smile on one's
face. The morning noodles and black coffee at
night used to frame a day of happy people, liv-
ing and working in a quiet, heroic way. Now it
is almost dead. Saigon has returned to the face
of Hanoi twenty two years ago.

One wonders just what kind of theory is
behind some of the inhuman indignities inflic-
ted on people. Young Mothers who had just
given birth, are lined up to wait for milk-
rationed tickets, distributed by Government
official. But in order'to prove they are unable to
breast feed their infant, and to receive a ticket
for a far from adequate amount of powdered
milk, they are obliged to the humiliation of
having an official rub and squeeze their breasts.
Babies nurtured under such conditions can not
possess the soft, childish heart that Leon Tolstoi
would have desired. Hunger always with them,
they grow to fight in the streets, to get the
money for the needs to survive. The Mothers
do not have the energy to raise and educate
their children. The sadness of socialism does
not always stain the streets, but its gloominess
has innundated the hearts of children and
adults alike.

Clothing now is so scarce that in some
instances family members or friends take turns
using the same trousers. Black potatoes are
mixed with rice to provide more bulk even if
nourishment is not increased. Pieces of broken
mirrors and colored chalk for painting the lips
of a bride on her wedding day, is a concession to
women. The tyrannical discrimination against
young women degrades the Vietnamese woman
and it is a girl in this kind of a society that has
produced the drama "DRAMA OF THU
THUA" (in the province of Long An, South
Vietnam).

The opening of the drama begins with the
double marriage of a liberation army soldier.
At the time of the division of North and South
Vietnam, he left his new wife in the south, and
went to the north. When he returned south 23
years later, right after the fall of Saigon, he
brought with him, his new wife he had married
in the north. After discussing the matter
together, the three agreed to live in peace, with
a triangle relationship under one roof. After
five months, the husband came home one
evening from his place of work, and couldn't
find his wife from the south. He asked the wife
from the north, and she just laughed without
giving him any answer. That same evening, the
husband chased a snake into a pile of straw in
the corner of the house, and found out two
human legs. He pressed his wife for an expla-
nation, and she confessed she had killed the
southern wife. Not only that, she had cooked for
supper the breasts of the deceased, cutting
them into small pieces. Her excuse was that
she couldn't endure the hunger pains, nor the
triangular relationship. That night, husband
and wife worked together in the garden,
digging a hole. Once the hole was finished, the
husband shot the northern wife and put her
body in the hole. This tragic event is considered
to tell the political tragedy of Vietnam in its
story.

Sad events and experiences are the lot of
every one who treasures freedom. One remains
vividly in my memory. A lieutenant from the
regular army of North Vietnam committed
suicide by poisoning himself. He did this at a
tomb in a French cemetery in Saigon. On top of
the beautiful tombstone was found the suicide
note addressed to the soldier's Mother :

t6Mother, 10 years have passed since I was
sent to the 55Btt Battle line. Since then we
have not met. How often I wanted to see your
face just once more, but I could not get
leave permission. I wanted to purchase a
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sweater to send to your but never could
gather enough money. If I could sell half
the tombstone on which I write, it would be
enough to make a litte bamboo hut for you.
But now I realize it is too late. Please forgive
me. Goodbye.tt

Pitiful "socialisme morose" is a fact. I

cannot livewithin that kind of sadness. I saw
with my own eyes the real socialism in Vietnam,
far different from the fairy tales told of it. I
finally understood that the 30 years war was
not 30 years of struggle . Without any regrets
of conscience, I made the decison to escape
from Vietnam. fl

*;W
tu

wrffi#

r Bamboo-hut on the shore of P.Tengah, waiting for'10 months.

r Choi tam tru t4i diio P.Tengah, Md Lai, 10 thdng trdi cho dQi rdng r5.

r Un abri provisoire sur la plage de I'ile P.Tengah, l0longs mois d'attente.

t r) . 3 1 . tv'y i f,r. " J - j 7 > h'frEDfi4rE (' t 0h HfA'i+ 6fifr [j ( u, t 
"

Will fish that fed on refugees,
give hunger for freedom to those who EAT ?
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Xa hQi chfi nghTa bubn th6m
n vurAlruc

Nhd vdn, ktdm nhd nghi)n ctu ttdng
sd V0 TAI Lt/C ntrm nay 48 tudi, 6ng ttrua vo
vd 2 con tho vtdt bi6h cing v6i 30 ngtdi il6h
tuqc Ma Lai ngdy 20-4-77. Sau gdn 10 thdng
trdi tam cttqi ddy, 6ng dd xin ty nqn tqi Hoa-
Ki. )ng ld tdc gib cia 14 cudn sdch dd xudi
btin tqi- Sdt Cai gbm c6 : THtj DOAN
cHiNH rRI, Mw LUQC CH.NH rRL
NHCNG QUY LUAT CH.NH TRI TR}NG SLT
vrEr, NHTNG KHU1N MAr rAr PHrEr...
vd mQt s6'sdch vb tahng sd nhu nhfing cudh :
Tilhng mQnh khdo luQn, Ngudi ddn bd trong

tudng mQnh hoc, Neh€ thudt xem tudng,
Phong thiy h7c, Ti Vi tldu s6'todn thu... Tdlt
cd 14 tdc phdm cia 6ng dd bi tich thu vd b!
cdm itsc sau khi Mibn Nam bi CS cai tri.
Chrtng fii xin -gi6i thiQu ci,ng ilQc gia bdi:
,,XA-HOI CHO NGHIA BUON THA,M,, cia
nhd vdn Vfr Tdi L4c vie't vb vdi cdm nghi dhu
ti6n ciq 6ng ddi vdixdh\i chi nghia. O aay
6ng kh6ng lf luQn, bdi tiy bilt ndy ituqc xem
nht nhrtng giat nrdc mdt nhg roi trdn s6'
phfln bao ngudi tilnay dq m,A't hdn hqnh philc
cia cu6c s6hg.

Tithr{ng ba, tdt cd nhrlng ngddi mibn Nam
d€m cd thri'c khuya vi s6ng cd dQy s&n dd ngbi
6m ldy chidc radio nghe dei BBC mi ai ai cfing
tddng li v6 td dftng dfn. Nhrlng khi nghe trai tt
loan tn/6c mfy ngiy nhfrng tin thdt ldi cho mibn
Nam til hic chring chtla xdy ra, sau moi ngudi
mdi vdle d6 ldmdt cuQc chi6h kh6c : m6tcu6c
chidn bip bQm (guerre des bluffs) thi da mu6n
rbi. BBC dd lim xong nhi€m vu cia n6. Trtftic
mft ngudi mibn Nam chi'cdn stt sgp dd tr6n thUc
tdvi ttong tAm ly chi'cdn uin Cb "di hay d'''.
Odi vdi m6t sd ngddi "di hay d" kh6ng ptrdi ti
chuyQn chn suy nghi: v6'n ab tnflt gon vd de'aing.
Nhdng vdi nhrTrrg ngddi coi chuy6n di hay d li
chuyOn cbn phii suy nghi thi vdn db khdng gon
vi ddnfra. T6i d trong sdkh6ng gidn di niy.

Suy nghi, t6i quy6t Cinn 6 lai, c6i quydt
dinh kha di gqi la truybn thdng, truybn
thdng y6u qu6 hrldng cia ngttdi Vi6t Nam. T6i
quydt dinh kh6ng di vi t6i mudn nhin 16 thinh
qtia cda 30 ndm CniCn tranh, 30 ndm chidn ddu,
m6t chuydn-hinh-kj,lich rri "u- 

go cia d6n t6c.

Suy nghit6i quydt dinh 6 lai dd ddi di€n vdi
huybn thoai chinh tri ldn cia thd kf thfi 20 :

"Huybn thoai xa h6i chi nghia" mi brit m{c
sdch vd phii'tinn ci'tri6u tri6u tdn d€ ding vio
c6ng vi6c bin c6i m6'xd n6, c6 tri€u ngddi d6
ngi chdt cho n6 hay ch6'ng lai n6.

Srr 3 lai hodn toin ddt tr6n nbn tdng tri6t
nhr/ Henry Kissinger tting vi6t dlu d6 rlng :

"Mgi vdn dE ch(nh tri trong dai trong thd ki
chring ta dEu mang nlng iintt .ndt tri&". ndt
cu6c t6i phii ra dr, c6 m6t dGu d6ng n6i tnJdc
ntrdt td srl ra di cfia t6i lai kh6ng hb c6 m6t tinh
ch6't tridt'nio cd, n6 dtdon so ul hoen toin tinh
cim, rbi dem sinh mang cda bin thdn, cdng ci
gia dinh, thfith6ch udl hg.rg sdng, thfi th6ch vdi
bi6h ci vdi chidc ghe m6y cfl n6t.

Tdi ngdy 30-4 tn/6c mft t6i sring n6'tung
nhd ph6o giao thfia, nhibu d€m sau d6 thinh
phd tu tip xem v6 tuy6h truyEn hinh dd tr6ng
tQn mfitbao hinh dnh hio hing nhd vtf-d.t Trtrifng
Sdrr, chidn s{Vinh Linh,...bao hinh inh dep n6n
thd vdi chidc v6ng giifa rilng giil chi'cdn b6
xddng kh6 cing md t6c dii 6ng chudt cia chi
giao li6n di c6ng t6c bi sdt r6t b616c lai diy !

Chda dby 3 th6ng, cim phqc da ddi thinh
khinh khi, t6m lf phffn kh6i da d6i thinh ch6n
gh6t. Cfrng nhf,ng hinh rinh dy ftn6c d2y mgi
ngddi xem mi d6i mtt rttng rdng, tr6i tim dby
m6u n6ng khtp cd thd. Biy gio moi ngddi dd
dAh nhin chring rbi bu6ng th6ng m6t ciu hdt
srlc lanh nhat ,"Y!y, mi kh6ng phrii ydy",
cdu n6i m6c mac nhdng thtlc stl d6 dr/dc t4o
thinh U6i ncn sil, "Vflvlmi'kh6ng phii vAy;',
b6o cho tdt'c|bidt rlng ci m6t rtlng h-oa xu6n da
bi lin s6ng ddi gat qu6t cho ttrn r[.

Lin s6ng ddi gat dvlixa H6i chti nghla.

Qua s6ch b6o TAy phttdng t6i thtldng dgc
thty danh til Socialisme morose (Xa h6i chd
nghia bubn thim), t6i vdi ngd vtlc danh tt} niy
cho li phin tuy6n truybn. Nay thi ndi bubn
thim cda xd h6i chri nghia trim l6n dhu l6n
c6' t6i. Chi'vdi thdi gi;n ngdn ngii, n6t m4i
Siig6n h6n h6, sinh hoat Snigdn dnrg vui d6 tit
lim, phd x6 bubn t6nh, tdng ngdifi t6c b4c chdn
bddc vQi v6, d6i mdt n{ng triu nhrtng du ttl st'
hai nhin vb phfa trddc v6 drnh, tdng nhi trin
ngap cdnh sinh ly cia chinh tri, sau 30 ndm
tlong bbu kh6ng khi tir bi6t cda chi6h tranh. Tdt
ca mol cal 91 vui tr.l nhi6n, tdt cir nhrTng hanh
phric nho nhci cria m6i ngddi dEu kh6ng cdn nfia
mi, chi'cdn nhr1ng nu cddi v6 hbn vi nibm sung
sddng grfdng gao cho c6i vui mi XI h6i chti
nghia b?o'lelui. tvtOt t6 ph6 t6i cho budi's6ng,
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m6t ly cd ph6 d6m cho budi t6i, m6t chrit tinh
cim €m nhe nhtl dnh mit trdi trong nddc lanh
cdng ngdy cing kh6ng tim thdy nfra. Sriigon i6p
khu6n Ha NOi cia22 ndm trd6c, H) N6i 22 nlm
sau sdng v6i'*a h6i chd nghia vt'n tiep tgc bubn
thdm ttriduong nhi6n chiig thdc6 hy vong m6t
ngdy vui xda.

T6i doc Antone Tchekov mudn kh6c, vdi
dodn thi6n 6ng vidt vE con b6 nghdo khd ngbi
nhin x6c me n6 trong c6n nhd tbi tan cudi ng6 di
l6i cu6h kh6 nhibu ngddi di theo con dr/dg x6
h6i chd nghia dd mong lim nh6n loai khdng
nghdo nfla, b6t khdhon. Gbn 70 n6m sau, giifa
lric x5 h6i chrj nghia dang say men chidn th6ng,
t6i gdp chi Thanh d tla N6i vio kd cho t6i nghe
ring : HIng d6m trong 6nh dtn ti mi, chi phii
nh6n ttlng con ldi kim bd ra giudng, ra chidu, ra
chiln, hing chgc...tt} trong bung-bd HuyEn dri'a
con g6i y6u thddng duy nhdt cria chi. Chdng
phdi chicd 1 bd Huybn md hlu trdt nnnng em b6
He NOi cflng nhd thd, kh6ng thudc chfra, vi
thi6'u bd ddorrrg vi xd h6i chd nghia viir tudng
minh ld cAy dfla thbn kinh td nhdng th{c td li
kh6ng phii v6y.

T6i dqc. Ma{ime Gorki trong truyQn ngfn
DAo dv vE MUA THU, ldng xZt xa bdi hlnh
inh c6 grli dr6m r6ch nrdi U6ntr hoan, chia x6
mdy ci thoai vrii v6i anh ching lang thattg tf cd
v6 thdn m6t budi chibu dOng gio budt. C6i khdn
kh6'dddi 

"irdCO 
Sa Holng gh€ g&n qfa. Nhdng

qua ldi ngtldi Ha N6i, ngddi ta dddc bi{t c6i
kh6'n kh6 cda xi h6i chi nghia cdn gh€ gdm gdp
b6i d6n n61 cd mQi ttrd hO chdng ui .uo tOnl6n
ndi, ndt thiy dbu g4y gu6c, thftb6 vi ving vst
chfng ai cdn c6 ndi khd n6ng dd chia x6 vdi
nhf,ng ngr/di mi minh thtldng x6t di li chi'miy
ci khoai vdi. Ngtfdi ta 66 tai chidn tranh, tuy
nhi6n ngrldi ta chdng th6'nlo chdi cai sqf th{t.
Sirigbn mdi chi'bidt mii d6i kho'sau khi hda binh
vda tr8 lai do cdn gi6 xn h6i chi nghia Hi N6i
dem v6.

NgrJdi ta sE ly luAn nhrl thd nio tnldc cinh
tdpng m6t d6m c6c bd' me mdi sanh con drlhg
sfp hing ddi chd xin srla cho con ph:ii qua tay
m6t ngddi c6n bQ nhd ntldc, b6p day b6p nghidn
d6i vri, ddduoc chfng nhQn rlng minh kh6ng c6
sf,a cho con m6i mong c6 t6m ptridu mua viilon
sf,a. C[ng nhfrng drla trd dtfd.c cffp phi6'u mua
sfra cria xe hQi chd nghia 6y, chring d6 l6n I€n 6
He N6i hay sE ldn l6n 6 Saigon chfng dEu kh6ng
cdn gftl lai t6m hbn miu hbng cria L6on Tolstoi
hlng md t/dc, Udi vi chring ph6i lbn md ra dr/drrg
lim tibn blng mgi m6nh kh6e canh tranh ddu
c6ng nhdt, blng ihf tranh lu6n tuc tiu nhit vi
cha me chtine dZ hoi'n toin ki6t sr?c nu6i con.
Cdi bubn thd; cda xi h6i chi nghla kh6ng chfd
tr6n dr/dng ph6, lim cho drtdng phd diu hiu, n6

cdn lan ci vdo t6m hbn tr6 tho bi6h thinh den
dria hung bao.

NhrTng c6 g6i mi cd hing chqc ndm s6ng
trong sr/ thidu th6h cing cdc "hai ngddi ba
qubn", cdm tr6n mi den, soi b6ng minh bing
minh gddng vgn vd, loang td, tO m6i ngiy cddi
btng ph{n miu ding dd vE dbn Abn mdt h6t
nrl tinh trd thinh dfr tdn vi kh6 khan. Mair
ngddi con g6i 6iy 6e gdy rc "thim kich Thi
Thila" trtldc khi t6i ra tr vd'i th6ng : M6t chidn
si tdp kdt ra Bficlty c6 ta, chdng cdn d€'lai mibn
Nam ngrldi v0 mdi crf6i. 23 ndm sau ching vb
qu6 mibn Nam, ngrldi vQ hiEn v6fr cdn chdch6ng
tpp k6t. Cd ba dE ddn xdp vdi nhau cing s6'ng
chung trong cdn nhi b6n Thri Thta (tihh Long
An). Sau 5 th6ng kh6ng c6 chuy6n gi xdy ra.
Nhr/ng rbi m6t h6m, ngr/di chbng vb kh6ng thdy
bi v0 Nam dAu, h6i cd vd Bfc c6 chi'cddi. Ngbi
vio m6m cdm chibu, vtla vddn ffira gtp mi6ng
gia xio, thi td tr6n trbn nhd, con rfn nhd qudng
minh xu6hg. Sd hei ngr/di chbng bu6ng rdi d6i
dfra, con rfn tn/dn vdo d6'ng rdm, ngr/di chbng
ding cio br/di ddng rdm b61g thdy d6i chin
ngddi trong d6. Qua stl v{n h<ii dbn d6p ngddi
chbng bidt dtrgc c6 vd Bdc da gidt Ud vd Nam,
cft d6i nhfr hoa th6i nhd xdo gia cho chbng ln d€

.t. il, 1}r 
^ 

Ngidi quy6t vffn d€ cuQc sdng tay ba mi c6 ta
kh6ng chd'p nhin. D6m ty, 2 ngddi 6m thim
dio h6'ch6n x6c nan nhdn cho phi tang. Khi hd
s6u vila dbu, ngrldi chbng bdo c6 v{ Bdc dfng
xudng d6, hai tidng sfng ndvang d6m khuya, c6
vQ Bfc ggc tr6n vflng m6u. D6n chring bin t6n
thdm kich Thd Thila vdi ldi ti6n do6n thim kich
chinh tri trong tddng lai sE gidng h6t thd.

T6i nhin thty, nghe thdy ci ngin ciu
chuyOn bubn thrim td tt sau bidn cd trgng d4i,
nhdng kh6ng chuy6n nio lim t6i ray rrlt bdng
c6u chuyCn drr6i d6y :

Mdt trung riv b0 dQi tU s6t blng thudc d6c
nlm tr6n ng6i mq xiy c{t khri dep trong nghla
dia Mac Dihh Chi, brlc thd tuy6t m?ng dtldc gii
vio gai hoa giiy gln d6 vdn ven mdy gidng chfr
g6i me gia mi6n Btc : "Mg di, di chidn trrf&rg B
con x& m9 de hdn 10 nlm, hdn l0 nlm dfuig
ding chi'mong vb thfin me mQt ngiy mn kh6nl
bao gid vb, con chi'mong gdi vb bidu me chi6c
do len dm con hri4a cring -e -n khdng bao gid
gdi ndi. Ddn hic niy con mdt hidu 16 ring ti{c;
thi de muQn rbi. Con rtdc sao cd nrla phidn dd
trdn ng6i mQ niy b{n di de'c6 the'drtrg mdt cin
nhi 16 dri che ndng che mrla cho me...Me di ! ".

Socialisme morose li m6t sd th6t. 'I6i
kh6ng mudn s6hg vdi bubn thim, t'6i da nhin 16
hinh dnh huybn thoai x6 h6i chri nghia vi t6i
hi63r rlng 30 ndm qua chi'li 30 ndm 

"ni6h 
tranh

chdng ptuii td 30 nim chi6h ddu. T6i quydt dinh
ra di kh6ng m6t difn do bin rin lddng tdm.... tr
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The ghosts of those ignored at sea

will haunt the ships that let them die
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ESCAPE

Convinced that freedom was something
that one should be willing to live and fight and
die for, I planned a way of escape from Viet-
Nam.

Toward the end of June 1976, fifty seven
people which included seven families, my sister
and close friends, decided to crawl from under
the yoke of oppression. We lined up the things
we would bring, and bought an 11 ton motor
ship, and began purchasing gasoline, bit by
bit. We decided to leave from Vung Tau on the
outskirts of Saigon.

It took two months to make preparations.
Three times we had to change the departing
time, but finally it was decided to set out at 4:00
AM on the Sth of September. As we were a
large number, we formed small groups, and
travelled separately, finally meeting in a place
agreed upon, the house of a friend. On Sep 3rd
the first group arrived at Vung Tausafely. The
next day my group, disguising ourselves as
merchants and fishermen and in garb other
than usual, started toward the gathering
point. We pretended to be strangers to each
other, walking apart. Several times we were
questioned by the secret police on our way from
Saigon to Vung Tau. But all arrived safely at
4 PM in the home of Mr. A. However, hardly
had we breathed a sigh of relief, when "Bo
Doi" (a communist soldier) who had found out
about our plan to escape, came to exact a bribe
for his silence. We had to give him all the
money we had. And now our anxiety mounted.
We knew of many cases in the past, of people
being arrested even after they had paid a bribe
for silence. We made up our minds to commit
suicide at once should we be arrested. For-
tunately nothing happened, and on Sep.5, we
began at nine o'clock at night, to go to the sea-
shore, one by one.

At midnight, we made all the children take
sleeping drugs, and they were sleeping quietly.
Each of us had made sure of the place to keep
fish, or of his secluded hiding place. It took
about two hours before our departure, and we
left two hours earlier than the appointed four
o'clock. We were examined at a check point,

but we passed through without any trouble,
thanks to a sleepy-eyed unsuspecting soldier.

At 2:00 AM on the 6th of September, our
ship was pursued by two patrol ships. Turning
off the lights and keeping the engines at full
speed, we finally drew away from them. I
couldn't help but feel that our planof escape had
succeeded ! From now on I would trust my life
to Heaven. Now I am not in Vietnam ! Here is
the space of freedom ! If I must die, better that
it be in the space of freedom.

On the afternoon of September 6th, we
were saved by the MIGHTY, a Japanese ship.
I cried...we all cried. Why do they treat us so
kindly, though they are a different race ? And,
on the over hand, why do our people, who are
of the same race, why do they treat us so
cruelly ? And why do we have to leave Vietnam,
our own country ? It is an irony of fate. We
want to thank over and over again the Captain
of the MIGHTY and all its crew, and to express
our deepest gratitude. We shall never be able
to forget for the rest of our lives, what we ex-
perienced that day.

On the 10th of September, we arrived at
Bangkok, but we were not allowed to land. The
ship went on to Singapore, but we could not
get landing permission there either. For-
tunately a family of eight in our group had rel-
atives in France. The French Embassy agreed
to guarantee their resettlement, and they
alone were allowed to go ashore.

Off again we sailed, looking for land... for
a country that would permit us to step on their
shore. We arrived in Indonesia andthis was the
third country that refused to let us feel land
under our feet. But the Indonesia Red Cross
provided us with $200.00. Off we sailed to the
fourth country, begging even temporary
asylum, and arrived at Penang in Malaysia two
days later. The answer was the same. Closed
to refugees ! On the 22nd of September, after
16 days aboard the MIGHTY, we were trans-
ferred to the VALIANT, and again started
toward Singapore. The parting with the
Captain of the MIGHTY was a tearful one.
Most of the crew were Koreans. We owed our

Prof. LE KIM NGAN was one of 54 refugees
picked up in early September 1977 by the
SS MIGHTY. For over a month, several
countries refused to grant landing privileges
and the refugees were transferred at sea to

the SS NICHIDO. The story told here is
extracted from the book of the former
Professor of Phuong Nam University,
,,WHERE IS VIETNAM GOING'"
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life to them. At Singapore, we were put aboard
the NICHIDO-MARU, and soon on the way to
Japan. We arrived at Mitsumi, where we re-
ceived a change of clothing. The waves had
become like the floorboards of a house. It
wasn't until October 20ththat we landed at the
port of Osaka, Japan. There we were ques-
tioned by Japanese journalists.

We knew the attitude of countries that
refused to accept us. We had been "people
without land" for over 40 days. Now we were
to be questioned on our motives for leaving !

The questions focused on the following points :

"'Why did you escape from your country,
Vietnam, where unity and peace have been res-
tored ?" If he only knew, I thought ! I answered
"We escaped because we could not acept com-
munism which has no freedom ". Again they
asked : "Why dontt you accept communism"?
What a question ? I wonder if Japanese would
accept communism ? I tried to answer as well as
I could, but it seemed so difficult to make the
Japanese journalist understand on the spot. I
hope that this letter will help the journalists
know the present conditions of the "united
Vietnam", and understand "WHY I ESCAPEI)
FROM THE UNITED VIETNAM WHERE NO
WAR IS TAKING PIACE" I believe I serve my
country best, as a Vietnamese who is looking for
freedom, to tell the truth as I see it, of the
present conditions in Vietnam.

When i saw many Vietnamese students who
came to the port when I arrived in Japan, after
having been adrift on the sea for forty five days,
I was really seized with fear. It was because of
the fear I had in my daily life in Vietnam before
I escaped, each time someone would approach
me. But after talking together, my fears
disappeared completely. I found that most of
the students had the same ideas as mine, and
they were the students who had made up
their minds to remain in Japan and look and
hope for freedom...These young students, now
"without a country" as I am, encouraged me
and treated me so kindly. It was so good to
receive fraternal love again. And also I would
like to thank the Japanese people who have ac-
cepted us so warmly. We, who have left our
own country looking for freedom, want to spend
the rest of our lives living sincerely, telling
the truth for freedom and walking the way of
living humanly wherever we are.

LE KIM NGAN
Former President
PHUONG NAM UniversitY
SAIGON T

t--i \'u

r NlCH|DO MARU, the lile saver of 49 people, is just landing at
Osaka port.

r NICHIDO MARU, con tiu crlu tinh cria 49 ngrrdi vu[t nan c{p b6h
0saka.

r Nichido Maru, bateau sauveur de 49 refugi6s Vietnamiens, vonait

de toucher le port d'0saka.

r 
^Pfi.;E{:L\frt 

aHffiav . *t^. lj>+fr+Fa2n-J

aT

r President of Phuong Nam University, Professor Le Kim Ngan.

I ViQn trrtilng dai hOc Phuong Nam : Gi6o srl L6 Kim Ngin.
r Professeur Le Kim Ngan, l'ancien pr6sident de I'universit6

Phuong Nam.
r fiH.HarrgH t-#a v . +a . t>+Y.+F.
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r Boat city belongs t0 "Boat people".

o "Thinh phdthuybn" cria ngrldivrldt nan !

r "Ville llottante" des refugi6es.

oIfRo .'i - 1.frt" ./

o ls this ''Boat city" or ref ugee camp ?
o "Thdnh ph0'thuybn" haytrai ti nan ?!

r Une "ville flottante" 0u un camp des refugi6es ?

I ";fi - l. El" (t*EE * + :' f't't t' t"

1'/

,,rt
a

-lAu

,.,;,... .,. -.!d4y'

.i{i*'.'.-**ad, -r$+:l''

o Waiting lor too long, boats become rotten !

o Nhibu thuybn di muc nit vi ntm chd ddi qu6 l6u!
t Des barques se delabraient pour une attentetrop longue...

.',n4 h' tl l:{+-( 2 +fA +, t{+ott t {*r { L. 6
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Miserable days on the sea
N TRAN HOAI\IG

Like helpless leaves adrift in calm or stormy
seas, the "Boat People" have met icy
indifference and brutal heartlessness of
passing ship-Captains and port authorities.

Mr. Tran Hoang lived in spite of this
inhuman irresponsibility, and tells of his
surviving drift to freedom on Malaysia's
shores.

The total lack of sympathy for the
refugee in distress, crushed our spirits during
the 13 days and nights adrift in our little boat.
Leaving Vietnam soon proved a frightening
experience, as the tiny craft was hurled,
seemingly sky high, in preparation for a

terrorizing drop, that we thought would land us

at the bottom of the ocean.

As long as I live, unable will I be to
forget the heroism of Mr. Dai. In spite of angry
seas, he set off alone on a tiny raft in search of
help. His courage strengthened what little hope
and perseverance we had. But a Thailand ship
soon drained us of that hope, when it crushed in
the front of our boat, and sailed on in utter
indifference. We had fled to be free, to tell the
world of Vietnam's crucifixion and our own. But
how soon we were to learn that the world was
not listening, and cared not at all if we died or
survived.

We had prepared well for the escape by
night. Three days and nights,we had planned,
would bring us to Malaysia shores. But we had
not figured on the greed of the one who sold us
the ship's motor. After three days at sea, the
faulty motor broke down. Seventy two people
almost drowned a hundred times over, because
of the failure to repair the motor. The hunger
for profits makes men heartless and the cause of
misery and death.

Night and day, over and over, we drifted
slowly onthe seas, with ships from free nations
frequently passing us by. The shame of those
who captained these ships... from Denmark,
Poland, Japan, America, England and other
free nations. Deck hands waved limp greetings,
as they were forced along with the murderous
decision of their captain. The International law

of the sea, obliging ships to go to the aid of
those in distress, were ignored, not by one, but
by all. What a tragedy that the tradition of
responding to an S.O.S has been ignored, by
those whose rule of action is the profit motive
alone.

Some refugees waved weakly, to return
the greeting of deck hands. Others ignored it,
scorned it, or suppressed anger at the in-
humanity of it all. We were drained of courage
and hope as each of the ships passed on, and
were soon out of sight. I often groaned aloud.
Other gave way to loud cries of grief and
despondency. Two of the children began to cry
bitterly and steadily on the sixth day on. I
berated myself for having brought them along.
And yet, they were a big part of the reason we
had fled. What a future for youngsters in
present day Vietnam! The irresponsible
remarks that the refugee flees his homeland to
avoid labor or physical hardship is a falsehood.
We feel compelled to pass on the chance of free
life to our children, and tell the world that it is
impossible in the land of our birth.

Lack of food and water for day after day
and night after night, leaves humans devoid of
all restraint, but that of trying to survive. A tiny
bit of food becomes the difference between life
and death, and starving people have no in-
hibition. Thank God that we drifted ashore
before we devoured one another.

Never will I forget the sufferings, dis-
couragement and maddening nights at sea as

long as I live. It was a death that will remain
with me forever, as we thank God for our rebirth
and a chance to live as human beings, in
freedom. n
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Nhilng ngdry khdn cung
tr6n dai duong

Trong suot 13 ngiy d6m l6nh d6nh tr6n
chi6'c thuy6h con, tinh thin chring t6i & b! vrii
d6p bdi srl thd o v6 tinh ctia con ngddi Cdi vdi
nhfrng ngtldi ty nan trong ciinh thdn cing.
Chuy6h vddt bi6n niy d5 dem lai cho chdng t6i
m6t kinh nghiOm hai hing, nhdt ld khi con

thuyOn dang bi s6ng drla l6n d6n tdn trdi cao dd
r6i lai rdi xu6hg, trldhg chilng nhd dem chting
t6i xu6hg tin d6y bi6h sAu.

Sudt dd'i lim sao t6i c6 thd qu6n drtgc

tdm ldng hy sinh cao quy ctla anh Dai, ngdoi d6

chdp nhin xudng bd bdi di tim ngudi crilr trong
sd m6nh m6ng ctla bi6h crl. Sd can ddm cria

anh Dai da gifp chring t6i trlng th6m chrit hy

vgng vd gif,dtlQc nhdn nai d6'chci ddi ngrrdi d6h

ctfu. Chdng bao l6u, m6t chi6'c tiu Th6i Lan

dett1c m6t sd hy vong d6 khi ho dung vio mfli
tiu cria chfng t6i vi lanh ling di tidp. Chring

t6i dA tr6n di tim Td Do, d6'ndi l6n crinh bi
(6ngdinh tr6n Thep Td Gi6 cia Vi6t Nam ngiy
nay vi cda cd chfnh chfng t6i nfra. Nhdng
chdng bao l6u, chring t6i da hi6'u rlng thd gi6i

kh6ng nghe vi khdng cdn bidt ddn chring t6i
sinh s6hg ra sao, vi chdng thdm d6'1i chdng t6i
s6hg ch6t nhd th6'nio.

Chfng t6i chu6h bi that ky ltrdng cho

cu6c vrldt bi6h vi dE khdi hanh vio m6t bu6i

t6'i, dd dinh sE chi'mdt 3 ngiy 3 d6m li d6n

dddc bdb6'Ml Lai. Nhtlng chring t6i da kh6ng

ngd drldc ldng tham kh6ng d6y cia ngddi b6n

mdy tiu. Sau 3 ngiy tr6n bi6h , c6i m6y thuy6h

hd niy da ngdng ch?y hdn. Da nhi6u ldn cL 72

ngddi tddhg chdng bi dua vio thd gidi b6n kia

vi kh6ng sao ldm cho m6y ch4y lai dtfdc. D6i

vd c6i ch6t gAh k6'lim con ngu'di trd'n6n cu6hg

loan, kh6n kh6'.

Ngiy d6m, chring t6i l6nh d6nh v6t vd

tr6n bi6h, g4p bao nhi6u li tiu bd cda thd gi6i

td do d6 lim ngd b6 di lu6n. Tfi Dan Mach, Ba

Lan cho aeh Nnat Bin, Hoa Ky, Anh Qudc vi
cda cii nhfrlrg nddc ttl do kh6c. Tt tr6n boong

tiu,nhiOu bdn tay vdy chio y€u du6'i nhrl nhd

rlng hq bi bdt buOc tu6n theo quy6t Cintr giet

ngddi nhd thd cta thuy6h tnldhg. Luit hing
hdi qu6'c t6'bu6c phrii c(ru nhfrng ngtld b! nan

tr6n bi6h da bi c6'tinh lim ngd, kh6ng phdi bdi
m6t ngridi md Uoi tdt ca. Kh6ng hi6'u ngddi

thuyOn trddhg dieu khiCh nhfrrrg con tiu d6, hg

c6 cdn bi6i xdu h6'vi stl hdn nh6t vi ki ctia ho

nr7a hay kh6ng? Th:im kich cda th6'ki hi6n nay

de s6Ly ra bdi nhf,ng kd vi quy6h ldi, lim ngd

kh6ng d6p (tng nhr1ng tin hi6u S.O.S.

M6t vii ngrldi tr6n thuy6n chfng t6i viy
tay {6p lai. Ngubc lai, vii ngtldl kh6c chdi th6',

n6i fron cdm vi sg ddi xti v6 nh6n d4o hln trong
ldng moi ngrldi. Chfng t6i mdt ddn nhfrng hy
vgng cudi cing khi nhin nhfrng b6ng tiu nh6

ddh, xa c6ch khdi chfng t6i. TOi gio ldn,
nhr7ng ngtldi kh6c r6n l6n vi kh6'nio vi tuyQt
vgng. Hai &la con t6i b6t dau kh6c t6m tri'c vi
ray rft kC'td ngey thft s6u. TOi d0m ra hdi h6n

vi' tri vA'n lddng t6m nhi6u l6n v6'vi6c dem

chring dr theo. Tuy nhi6n t6i td an rii minh vdi
lli do ldn nhdt da gifp chring t6i quy6t dinh phii
ra di: Tddng lai cda chdng sE ra sao ndu d'lai
nrJd6 Vi€t Nam hi6n tai? Chring t6i cdm th6y c6

nghia vu phii tim cd h6i cho con c6i drlQc s6hg
trong T4 Do, vd n6i cho thd gidi bidt dd{c th{c
trang cfia Vi6t Nam, ndi con c6i t6i hoin toin
kh6ng c6 ttidng lai.

D6i kh6t trong nhi6u ngey d6 khi6h con

ngtldi kh6ng cdn trl chd drJoc nf,a, chi'cdn li
lim sao sdng drlQc thi th6i. M6t chdt thdc
phim cflng trd'thinh quan trong gi['a s6hg vi
ch6t, vd: khi con ngrldi d6i kh6t kh6ng cdn.gi
ngdn cdn drldc. May mfn thay, chring t6i de

tr6i giat dtlQc vio bd, tn?dc khi phdi c6'u x6 ldn

nhau.

Chdng bao gid t6i c6 th6' qu6n drldc

nhtrrrg d6m khdn m6', ttrdt veng vi di6n cu6hg

tr6n bi6h cri. Chring t6i xem nhd minh da ch6t

vd nhd dn Thrtdng Dd da dtidc t6i sinh d6'drloc
dip s6ng nhrl m6t con ngrldi, trong kh6ng khi
cria Ttl Do. n

N TRAN - HOANG

Chdi voi nhu chidb ld gita gidng, ngtdi.
"T! nqn bilng thuybn" kh6ng nhtng chi
chihg'chqi vd7 s6ng gio hai hing cia thi6n
nhi€n md cdn gdnh chiu nhtng b6i bac'

nhf,n tdm cia con ngudi.

Sau ddy ld m6t dogn nhdt kit trong
chuv1h ili tim tt! do cia anh Trbn Hodng ild

^oi ^tin 
tr6i dut ilah bd bi€'n Md Lai.
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o Mr. Tran Hoang ltl and his family. a

o Anh Trbn Hodng [r] va gia ilinh.
o M. Tran Hoang [r]et sa famille.
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I
Old 'junk' and ralts make firewood
for the rice sent in Jor survival.
Wearied, under nourished bodies
take solace in a "siesta", so tired
that noon-day heat and swarms
of mosquitoes are ignored.
Robinson Crusoe would have learned
something in survival from the
ingenuity of the refugee. They've
been here over a year.

T
Ddng vdn thuye'n dl c0

ho nhom len ngon ldl
d6'na'u nuldng qua ngay.
Than 6in ydu ri rdi
tim quen trong gidc ngi

1|rn"O 
t<q qud.mQt nhoai

00 mac cno loat muot
vi nlng doixacthAn.
Lo"Binh Sdn s0 hgc
td nhfrrrg din vrJdt bidn
tri kh0n vd tai kheo
ddcd thds0hg con
ndi ddy h9 dl sdng
ldy ld't sudt ndm tron.

I
Avec des radeaux et de vieilles
barques on fait des b0ches, sur la
table se trouvant quelques bols de
riz lroid. Le corps sous-alimentd
se courbe, pendant la sieste il ne
peut sentir ni la chaleur accablante,
ni les moustiques unportuns.
Des talents et de I'habilite des
refugi6s, mdme Robinson Crusoe
aurait appris quelques chose de
prdcieux pour survivre dans ces
conditions impossibles, des anndes et
des anndes.

I
fiL'IFIFfiJISAT
t'zt'/: (.A A $' : L

Adffi+ tuai(<84 t.t <" 
"ti /:'5 r"' +6ZrR/)q{t

+IkaEE(:ftlr, tii.v> 6 
"

&>& 0 a{Ffrt-

fi,1: t* /J: r" a t\"
nc>"t>. ,)v-r-+)
WR,att+ E q h'b
+_!tt.6 t-ba
tsirh'a-hlB,t+hf:f:4 a

lVb lI : : t:Iih,T 6 i -+ t:ts 6 .

ln Songkhla, Thailand.
trong trqi Songkhla, Thii Lan.
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r The fight and flight lor lreedom does not always bring easy living...
r Chiintf6'uvaibi6hcCviraditimt{do,nhrlngkh6ngphdiHtimdttso'ngtdtdqp...
o Lutte contre des tempOtes pour la libert6, mais pas pour une vie meilleure...

o HHo/:rDt_+t1.. EHtH L ( b, ,y, {1i}-}?-f r'+)Eh:.ftr -( L'61(*[lRb /rL.

Mersing Jetty, Malaysia.
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o Air-conditioned apartment for two ! The deck lor bed, sun energy for their kitchen! and preciouswater.

o Ctrn phdng be nhd "dibu hoa khong khi" cu'a hai ngrfoi! Sdn thuybn ldm giUdng ngi, dnhsdngmfttroildmnhi0nli0uvdvitquigiildnrtdcu6'ng.
o Une petite chambre double climatis6e! du le lit est le pont, le soleil est l'6nergie etl'eaufroideestlachoselapluspr6cieuse.

. - 
^a-z=>4lta7,:- 

l- ./ trtq(*^.2 l- r-. E*(JaFfffioffif+r:. z L (E€/iffff+^.

*",!* ,"\',.:t
*"'.' | ,.&

&

Songkhla camp, Thailand.
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r Being pregnant 0n the f light to freedom, young mother gave birth tn misery.

r 9 thdng cLtu mang bdo thai tr'€n bUdc duong ti nan,nguoi me tr6 da sinh hdi nhi trong cdnh khoh cung.

r Devenue enceinte pendant son voyage vers la libertd, une jeune mdre donna naissance d son bebe dans la misdre.

t tIIEL/ihrb H H^olfiitH I-tfis L /:EL.Bt*r,lIblir7rHa +(+'i+t+/"1:.

@

Dismal camp 0n the island (P.Tengah),

refugees build shelter on the shore.

Trai tam cLItr6n hoang ddo (P.Tengah)

Anh em di, xin cung nhau gop suc,

d{ng tam mdi nhd che ndng tru mUa.

Camp temporaire sur I'ile (P.Tengah)

Les rdfugi6s se font un abri sur la grdve.

J- r 7>)i' . ++ >J
R+J. htebt<tr+Rtrc<H?a
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LONG DAYS OF WAITING.
NHUNG NGAY DAt CHO Dol.
DES LONGUES JOURNEES D'ATTENTE
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N LIFE IN CAMP
N DOI SONG TRONG TRAI

N VIE EN CAMP
n #+ >/+.ifr

I
B0RN WITH H0PE !The smil-
ing child sees tomorrow. The
misery of the moment leadens
the heart of her grandfather.

I
Con trd h6 m0i cuoi

Sinh trong di'y hy vOng

Mdt hudng Oeh tuong lai
Tim cha qid ndnq trTu

Vindi lrro'rrOm nay

T

Une naissance promet d'espoir;
le bebd regarde l'avenir avec

sourire, mais le coeur de son

vieux pere, lourd comme de
plomb Il

I
fr* l:;ffi t> /:;itt
+(*ttli*X&- t;9r'^r -c

EAE T R.6
f:ht+.:-E'Rtt
Zt-a,L-t
?;aJa(:E(?-6
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COFFINS HAVE MORE ROOM !

8 months ol stooping
drives the soul down low.
The woman hides her tears.
Youth thirsts for knowledge.
Bain brings them water,
but leaves them drenched.
Mosquitoes and gnats least
on skin{ight bones.

[Sungai Rengit Sept.197/]

T

TAM THANG SdHC CHEH CHUC !

chO'd ch6t hdn hom !

Hq phiii thu nhrj tai
thb xdc l6-n linh hbn.
Bin bd diu nUOc mit
fudi tri thidu hgc hdnh.
Mtla chi dem theo nr/dc
Ldm d6'm uot x6c th6n
Rubi mu6i bu quanh ho

Chicon xrldng vdi da.

[S.Rengit, Ma Lai]

I

VIVRE ENTASSES DURANT 8 MOIS I

Dans un espace pas plus grand qu'un
cercueil, mais ils devaient se rendre
enc0re plus petits physiquement et

moralement !

Les femmes oubliaient leurs larmes
et les enfants ne recevaient pas
d'dducation.

La pluie n'apportait que de I'eau
pour mouiller leur corps maigre.
des moustiques tournaient autour
d'eux
qui n'6taient que des squelettes.

[Sungai Rengit Sept 197]

I

+Eahh,Jt'_+lah.b6.t
t ,r F:"1affitra+)E{i
tBi(tt,#fffi5iJ6,.
-l-t+:E+ +, / -+il.\4/rt'c /r \ v .

fr#l**ni$t:ffi"i a,,
ffi{JzKt t'f-,>tht.
lrt4t f .;:;mfr(: !(s' ( /:"tJ.
qt{>{ffir,. Bt&'t].ia
1fr.baqt-E+h.6,.
(Sungai Rengrt 1977. 9,8 )

" ''""1: ta'Y'. ': 'r''. t.:t. i::/:. 41.
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ln Laemsing, Thailand.

Tai Laemsing, Thdi Lan.

tlaL-A>><

r A modest meal in the relugee
camp and that is the gift lor
brave freedom seekers.

r Mft bila cdm thanh rtqm trong
trai ti nqn.

r Un repas modeste dans un camp de

refugids, c'6tait ce qu'ils ont trouvG

en risquant leur vie.

t)zr7>fia*+ >JTH+t t
a h a*fix"

r 13 months ol waiting have
passed, but they did not lind
the promised land yet.

r MOt ngiy nhrf mgi ngdy, 13

th6ng troi rong ri tr0i qua, ho

vi-n chrla tim drldc Oit nrn.

r Les mois ont pass6, mais ils n'ont pas

encore trouv6 la terre promise...

.vL
tJ a b a*.tF"

Wuryt74



I
When will they take off from
this "happy tent" ?

I
Hq ld nhithg ki cfm-tr?i ddi han

cdng lbu rbi md chlng uiit il6'n

bao gios€ aludc r00i !

I
0uand pourront-ils enlever leur
tente, ces campeurs... i long terme ?

I-v>-)/7A./)v>>. t+>
( . ;1\oTo IF-r > | +)Et t
4L4"

Songkhla, Thailand.

Trai Songkhla, Thdi Lan.

Dans le camp de relugi6s Songkhla

en Thailande.

t4a'/>t-++>JaWR

I
A refugee doctor is taking care
ol his refugee lellowman

I
M Qt bifc si ti nan dang chfa tri
cho ilbng bdo trong trpi.

I
Un medecin relugi6 examinant les

autres refugi6s.

T
J-t7>/ia++ >J<', Et

BEaE#h'b)A#t*.tJ 7a-^
ar*ER.
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. SEAWATER, unfit to drink. Almost clean enough to wash bodies and clothing" Drinking water distributed. lt isbroughtin very
limited quantity from outside the beach compound.

o Gieng nudc sat canh bo bien o trai Leamsing, khOng uong duqc cfri ddgiiit d0. HO duqc chia nudc udng bing nh0ng xe nuoc chd tLl

bdn ngoai vao trai.

o L'eau de mer imbuvable ! Tout juste pour se laver le corps maigre et les vetements tout dechir6s. A boire ! A boire I L'eau potable
apportee de I'extdrieur du camp insuf f isante p0ur se desalt6rer. Savez-vous ce que c'est la soif dans la chaleur.

o fetKlt$xy;.tst',, 4f tEAv,6baDP: L)JtLAifr€"
ffi#{zKa;Hdf;A, )FO*$REllJbatlh' 4 , l* /,'a$F,o trt':Ef:L} hit+b|[*- n 6 .
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o Dreams... of beds and blankets... and FREED0M.
o M0 deh manh chidu, t6m chdn... vi mdi nha TU 00...

o R6ves d'un foyer et... de LIBEHTE.

o 2fl. ffir",7 | > t +fr, I L< efraF"
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I
A continuous rest without fear!

T
Gi6'c ngi y6n ldnh trong nhd
t4m cd, kh0ng cdn phdi hang

d6m ph6p ph'0ng lo sg.

I
Un sommeil paisible.

T
t =Et 1w.Ra ltEt'E

r Making toys for her son.

r Bd mg thdo vdt, che'db chOi

cho con tr6.

r Fabricant des jouets pour

son fils.

.+*a$'612ptExh
B*F,"

r Overcrowded in P. Tengah

camp, Malaysia:

r Sohg chen chuc trong tr4i

Pulau Tengah, Ma Lai.

r Surpopulation IP.Tengah].

.J-)7>fi<'A:"v)[* ir
/:*E R* + >J"
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I
Mrs. Nguyen Dinh Ouat, wife
of the former 1960 president
candidate (Mr. Ouat is still in
Chi Hoa prison).

I
Ba v{;ihg cti'vi6n tOhg thohg
Nguy6n Dinh Qudt (1960),

[hign ong Oudt cdn ilang bi
giam cbm trong khdm Chi Hoa
trrndm 19751.

I
Mme Nguyen Dinh Quat,

6pouse du candidat pr6sidentiel

en 1960 [M. Quat encore en
prison i Chi-Hoal.

t
H^r l- tt^^fri|illFlffi2-> .

74 > ' 2z'v l'*,^. (X{r.
t 4 ='>a+-. *7-fi\ffi-Fh
(" rs75+ J 4 E&4E+ )

o
The eighth baby born on Pulau
Tengah island.

a

Hdi nhi th( 8 chio ildi tai diio
Pulau Tengah, Ma Lai.

o
Le huitidme b6b6 n6 d I'ile
pulau Tengah.

o
)'-)7>ri<"as EoB#.
,a++

o

Studying by the candle light.

O

HOc dudi 6nh rten dhu.

o

Etude a la lumiire d'une
bougie.

o

- >JaYr.a t, L (:7&+tt
ht?xl h'tu b ,.

ryiW.* q.l
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r Where is my husband ?

Young couples often separate in Vietnam
when planning to escape.

Fear of being detected.
A heartache...when one gets
through without the other.
Will the husband get through ?
Even the child looks lor Dad.

ESau**e7 ^t

r Chbng t0i dang ri Oau Z

Chia tay hic ban diu
l6n ihlong tron Cong sin
Viphiii trdnh nghi ngo
Bay gid khi thodt dUdc

Lai chi co mOt thdn.
Anh di, anh co thodt ?

Con tr6 con khoc than
Vl cha ddu ? ving bong !

*",ffixtrk i*s

rrtts{l*. -rn*rS-*fl

r 0u est mon mari ?

Peur d'6tre poursuivi
le jeune couple se s6parait
pour s'enluir du Vietnam.
Elle est sauvde,
mais toute seule !

Oue devient mon mari ?

Dieu seul le sait...

a bT_La)xttt- t

frt'^iA(J /:0 /: Lr

E\|-Eh tH\o a.

^ l- f A tl'rt-fr1 z',,

-,\ /: lJ (
iJ(i!{lotvf-Wolffi"'
* +, i i ( t' ( /: 4 1h'?

^/'th{ 
i L

i*Rt{RL<r'a.

r She'll sing again...the famous pop-singer Mrs pHU0NG DUNG,
who arrived Dec.18, 19II, Malaysia.

r PtlU0NG DUNG, une des grandes chanteuses du Sud-Vietnam
arrivant en Malaisie le 18 D6c.1gI/.

r PHUONG DUNG, mot trong nhilng danh ca cia mi'6n Nam VN,
vrldt bi6n d6'n Mersing,Mi Laingdy 1&12-19Il.

r H^ ltt^oH&tf.Tt_->f_) t >)t>{ tult}Etn5z+tz1t8
E-z v -.>7 a ./ )v> > 2 t,l_ -> l_4+Eu, f _ 
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r An lrish Nun finds her way past the refugees barricade. Sister Xavier Casey reads suffering and courage in the {aces of the children. How

eagerforlearninglGodisclosetotherefugees.Hewaswiththeminthesea. He'll save...butthroughothers...andgovernments.

.74tv1>t^a>^t-ftWFi/),L.o,it) ,- l' AE'lq(i-l L/:.+I*:E/)&18(:. frL&t'fr*^&efi'4ta" >zg- '+iC-
tv.tr-12-" f*: L(:iEjLF,*,urr hf zra / ?+(r*ER/)zlt(,*jt't{:66 af:. ++(j. )EI-c Llrtbt)t(:r''': L/:" tS(i

$*it' t-fi h t'- 4 a . f-l:. &llTPtt a'ti.t'a ti6L ( (P. Tengah)

82

r Soeur irlandaise a foncd I'obstacle dans le coeur des refugids en faisant la lecture aux enfants. Soeur Xavier Casey surveillait I'education
des gosses avec coeur tendre, Christ est descendu parmi les Refugies, Dieu donnait sa grAce sur la haute mer. ll les sauvera a travers
les autres et des gouvernements.

r Basdkh;idi Xavier Casey nguoi Ai NhT Lan dd vugt moi ngdn cdch,hdng tuln den cung nguoi ti nan, trong moi hodrn cinh kh6 khln, tai ddo
P.Tengah trong gid clu kinh.
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DEPARTURES BY THEMSELVES

Pinned down for 0ne year inMalaysia, 258 people aboardl
boats dared and survived 22 days of mountainous seas.
They wept when welcomed by cheering Australians in
Darwin on N0v.23,1977. (Pulau Tengah, Malaysia).

TU KHOI HANH OI UC CHAU
Sau hdn mQt ndm cho dgi trong tuyet vong, 258 ngudi de
quydt 0ynn d0ng 7 con thuybn nh6 tidp tgc vtldt d4i duong
hudrlg dOh Uc chdu, ndi md rQng vdng tay ddn nhqn ngudi
ti nEn. Hq da cflp beh an toan ngdy n-l-7t sau 22 ngdy
lenh denh trOn sdng gio. (Tqi ddo Pulau Tengah Md Lai).

r DEPART VERS L'AUSTRALIE
Aprds une annee d'attente dans le desespoir, 258 refugies
prirent la d6cision de reprendre leurs 7 petites barques en

route vers la Liberte. lls prenaient la direction de
I'Australie, terre promise d coeur ouvert pour les r6fugi6s.
Le 23 N0v.1977 ils atteignaient leur objectif sains et saufs,
aprds 22 jours de navigation d la merci de la mer. (pulau
Tengah, Malaisie).

t t-zlit)7^
t 473fr-: /: i'iff &r (.258/\ rt 1 Ea,J.fr Tt;f t )Ec a

*ER E *.tJ 
^tL 

6 t _ 7 | _ t) T t_ij < : L t?ij L.r- 
"

22 E 7E a )H',/i.lh.#+ (: E H! jU t: E r' t: "

r Prepare for weighing anchor...

r Chu6h bi nhO'neo...

r Pr6paratif avant de lever I'ancre...

r sHat(i. frfii"a+tffi...

r Good luck !

r Cbu chtic thddng l0 binh an!

Bonne route et que Dieu vous gardel
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r Applications... to lree land.

r t^dm thi tgc... xin vE mibn atdt tUd0.

r Ouelques formalit6s... pour une terre de libert6.

r Fffi 3 -tiiiU^ affi-+
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T BOAT CHILDREN'S LIFE STYLE
! NHUrrrc nirun Ar.rn rni EM TRoNG TRAr
t] LES VISAGES D'ENFANTS
tr +HofA
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r Bui Quang Dung, four year old freedom fighter ! Liberation day, April 30, 1975 "freed" gne arm...

r EmBuiQuangD0ng4tudi,banamtruocddyemdlbicutmdtmQttaytrongngay"hdabinh"30-4-T5,vdicdnhtaydaubudtvi
xrlolg non cf tiep tuc mgc ddri thOm.

r Enfant Bui Quang Dung, 4 ans. ll y a trois ans il avait perdu son bras le jour de "Paix" 30 Avril 1975 ; ce bras continuait a lui
faire mal, I'os ne gudrissant toujours pas...

.7'1 .J z 2 . f.> 4ffi." 3+ffiO++fry.OE, EAf[50+ 4 E30BH+ttlru,, +tJBr'"1+Lr.5 t'-di.:E]{&d}tmjz(r,6"
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r What are you knitting for baby ?

r Em dang dan gicho b6 d6y ?

r 0u'est-ce que tu tricotes pour le bebe ?

a irb\? r'uaf-t)t1^ltmhrt'h ?
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r Children enjoy their "T0DAy"
and are careless of "What will
be, will be".

r Con trd no dua vui vdi hi6n tgi
kh6ng cln Uidt Odn tucng tai...

r Les enlants s'amusent 'Aujourd'hui',
ne se souciant pas de 'Que sera,
sera...'.

| *(*ltffu', ft.tu(.1'6.
fnlLbh,aliL'. lEb{J[I
t 1,,fI{ L tlt)fr{:)ffir?
L ( t'6.

Tanjung Pinang, lndonesia.

t>'>=>'tf>
(4 > F'+>7)

r Their toys are gravel and
pieces of paper...

r Ob choila ila sbivi gidy vun...

r Les jouets sont des cailloux
et quelques bouts de papier...

r ffUER(I I)\E Lfrft+TJIL

Mersing , Malaysia.

./ )vi > (-z > -:,.7)
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r Morning...she never forgets
tooth brushing.

r Budi sang...em vin kh0ng

qu6n d6nh rtrng.

r Le matin...Elle n'oublie pas

de se brosser les dents.

r +,8-frtr 3 (1iD'd rr t.

Pulau Tengah, Malaysia.
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Ir Wishing for a rool and a school...

r Uoc vgng mOt m6i nhd va

truOng hoc...

r lls d6sirent un toit et
une 6cole ...

.-2aEtRt+t t-

Sungai Rengit, Malaysia.

t>r4 , v>. *.y I
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Mersing Kechil, Malaysia.
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60 % ol the refugees are children. . . tots
Children... need a chance in lile...
and the parents risk the family's lives,
rather lhan leave the tots to a long term
misery in Vietnam.
Children of the south are marked...
Buddhists and Catholics... those who
lought "on the wrong side"...
Ghildren need a rool over head,

a school to learn, a chance to compete.

e
Din ti nan,
vdi 60 phbn trlm ld con tr6...
dang cbn cri cd hQi d{ng tudng lai...
Nghi nhU th€, cha me m0i hy sinh
cim4ng sohg gia Oinn cno d'in tr6.
frdn Vi6t Ham Oby crf.c kh6'v0 vin :

Nditri con mibn Nam bi ghi s0:,

nhdcon chiOn cia Chila, Fhat giio.db,
nhdngudi linh dd khOng cung chi6ntuyOn.
Ho khOng con c0 hgi d6 ilua tranh,
de]ldm viQc, sOhg yOn vd di hgc,

de'dem vb y6n ngi dudi nhd tranh !

e
60 % des Refugi6s sont des grosses

ayant besoin d'une chance et d'un
avenir dans la vie
C'est pourquoi les parents devaient
risquer la vie de la famille pour s'enfuir
D'un Vietnam ou libert6 n'a plus desens
0u les enlants du Sud moul6s,
Gatholiques Gomme Buddhistes
comme soldat de I'autre front
Plus de chance d tout jamais
pour travailler, vivre comme aller d

l'ecole,
Le sourire s'6teint sur toutes les ldvres.

0
SEO60/f - t> l- ItT&t;6t:......
THt; 6 |ilt, L+A+ t, 2 7 hr,jl,tf:..'...
f;h'6, fr*f,,$1|*t bL
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h. f Af o) at U h tt*ifrt d € 5 * U (i
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What agonies of heart, longings and hopes
scald the souls and bodies of "Boat People",
forced to leave their beloved VIETNAM. Mr
Doan Van Dien fled from Vietnam and

drifted into East Malaysia on Jan 27, 1977.
Here he shares his agony and determination
with his close friend Mr.Tan, who was
rescued by a merchant ship going to Japan.

Letter from East Malaysia

Feb. 2,1978.
Dear Tan,

In my last letter, I wrote you about my
escape from Vietnam and about how my life
here is going. Today when I received your letter
I was deeply impressed. I agree with your
opinion about brotherhood and patriotism. Just
as you said in your letter, we did not cross the
ocean for money or material profit. We decided
to leave Vietnam because we could not live in
that anti-human communistic atmosphere,
which betrays our people. The convenience of
money and material things have nothing to do
with us. Money is a two-edged sword. Many
nations have been ruined because of money.

Many of our people have been caught and
killed, or put into a "re-education camp" for
the rest of their lives. How many have been lost
in the seas ! We are among the very few lucky
ones... you drifted and landed in Japan, and I
drifted and landed in Malaysia. We left part of
our hearts in our own home towns. My heart is
half empty, cold and hard, and I am so very
lonesome. There is no word to describe my
feelings. O my Vietnam, O my Homeland !

My wife is still among those who are left in
Vietnam. Li6n gets up early and goes down-
stairs to put out the slippers for her husband...
but I am not there ! I have her image so clearly
in my mind. She' stands outside the house,
contemplating the dissapating happiness, and
is empty inside. This kind of agony has just
begun. Her heart has been crushed already.
When can we meet our loved ones again ?

When will I meet my darling wife, Li6n , again?
We cannot listen to laughing voices or whisper-
ing voices no more. I have lost contact with the
past, and it has all become a memory. My love
too is just a memory. The memory is an agony
and together with the intuition that we cannot
meet each other again, it has become a thorn in
my heart from which I suffer constantly. If I
should see her again, everything would pro-
bably be changed. Everything has become cold
and in the past. Love is past and everything is
ended. We have to experience parting more
than once in our lives. I could not help but slip
out quietly without saying goodbye to her. Is
my lot that bad ? Parting became a bitter, sad,
pathetic, gruesome but beautiful memory.

Whenever I recall this, my heart is wounded
anew. I have decided that I must use the rest
of my life with others, to shorten the way back
to Vietnam. In my homeland, there are memor-
able places, ancestors, my family, relatives and
friends. Forced separation from them is a
treatment I see as worse than those who suf-
fered under Hitler's dictatorship. Before we
left Vietnam, we understood the true character
of Communism. I remember one time, two of
us were in a coffee shop, and were not free to
say what we wanted to say. Now I am free, but
if I keep silence, I betray my people and family.
It would be like a person forgetting his roots.
We don't want to become like that. Let us con-
tinue to try. We never experienced such sad
things as we experienced when we were in Viet-
nam. When the communists came to my home-
land, we fell into the deepest poverty. Myself
included the Vietnamese people, and we did not
have one minute of rest and not an hour to
ourselves. We were made to work at hard
labor, and without sufficient means for sus-
tenance.

How can we who live outside of Vietnam
every forget these things ? These are unforget-
table experiences which we store up as treas-
ures, as we acquired them through our sweat
and blood. Let's keep these expiriences and
use them to help us fight for whatever danger
we meet. Even though our way of life may be
different, our purposes are the same. We are
comrades and friends, aren't we Tan ? Tan,
this is the second time I celebrate New Year
together with the forest at this camp. I would
like to send you a New Year's card, but they
don't have such things in this camp. Please
understand my environment. So, as I wish you
a Happy New Year, I want to tell you some
things.

I left Vietnam on January 20, 1977. After
eight nights at full speed in our boat, we came
near to the Indonesian shore, and drifted to
Kuclring in East Malaysia. Here we stayed for
two months, until a boat arrived with refugees
from Vietnam. They had to leave because the
Malaysian Government would not permit them
to stay. Another boat arrived on April 4, 1977,
with extraordinary experiences behind them.
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NM-1072 was the boat's number and it came
from Long Hai, Phan Thiet district. No sooner
had they pulled out to sea at the beginning of
their flight, than they were spotted by the sea
patrol. The latter shot after them, but fortu-
nately, they escaped. One was killed and six
were injured however. The one who died was a
twenty-four year old university student, who
had four bullets in his body. One bullet entered
the eye, and out the back of his head. Two
bullets landed in his stomach and the fourth in
his arm. The tearful father and two brothers
buried him in the sea. The younger brother of
Nguyen Ngoc Can was also injured. A bullet
pierced his check and flew out the back of his
head. Another person wounded was a pharma-
cist named Duc, . His sixty year old Mother,
wife, four children and his brother had escaped
with him. Duc caught a bullet is his back. As
you can imagine, there was no medicine or
equipment for first aid treatment. Pharmacist
Duc was the leader of the boat, and after two
days lingering between life and death, he
showed the others how to face death bravely.
When I heard his ldst words from the people
who had come with him, I was moved to tears.
He said :

56I have led my family and all of you to
freedom, and even though I die now, I have
no regrets. I am satisfied because I did
what I wanted to do. Please listen to my
final request. If you and my family arrive
in a free country, please become useful
human beings, and help the Vietnamese
find freedomtt.

As he finished, he passed away. His wife and
children fainted as they held his dead body.
They respected him so much that they kept his
body on the boat for two days. Then they
wrapped it lovingly in a heavy military cloth,
and buried him at sea. Who did such a dreadful
thing ? Are those who caused such deaths and
suffering, directly or indirectly, moved to take
responsibility for their actions ? When the boat
arrived, there were five persons who were
injured. Among the injured was a little girl,
who had been cut on both feet. Her mother also
was injured. While the five people were reco-
vering, the remaining sixty-eight persons had to
stay on the boat. It seemed most evident that
when the five returned to the boat, they would
all be forced to leave. So they burned their boat!
In spite of taking care, one was burned and
another injured when jumping from the burning
boat into the water. When the boat was comple-
pletely submerged, the seventy-three were
allowed to enter the camp.

Around December 1977, a little boat with
fifteen people left Vietnam and hit a reef near
the west Malaysian shore, and broke into
pieces. Nine women and children drowned, but
six men were able to swim safely to shore.

Our thoughts at New Year should be hope-
ful and full of joy. But how can we be such
when our homeland and our people come to
mind. People are dying now and adding to the
number of dead. My reason for saying these
things is to encourage you and your desire to
continue the fight for our people.

Did I mention that the camp where I am
staying is in East Malaysia ? After the opening
of the camp, 516 persons have come here.
Some have left for West Germany, New Zealand
France and America. At the present time, there
are only 226left. There are four camps in West
Malaysia, with more than 3000 refugees in
them. The Malaysian Government provides the
facilities in the West. There are some people in
my camp here in the East for twenty months,
without finding a third country as yet. Three
hundred and seventy one days have passed
since I came here. I don't have the faintest
notion when I will be able to go to a third
country. Don't you think this is a long time in
a camp, Tan ? We are living in a country where
human rights and freedom are respected. Don't
you think there is no Vietnamese abroad who is.
not moved when he thinks of Vietnam, where all
human rights and freedom are denied ?

We shall returrr to Vietnam.
Goodbye,

Doan Van Dien f]

i/b i'',/:..,/,.* i,'l-/ t I
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ThrI gfi B?n trl DOng Ma Lairt

Ddu ld nhrtng tdm s( thbm kin cing nfi
gian trudn md ngudi "Ti ngn bdng thuybn"
ilang gdnh chiu.

Chrtng t6i xin gioi thiQu mQt trtdng
hop di€h hinh qua tti thtt cia anh Dodi

Vdn Di€h trAh *ndi ViAt Nam ngdy 27-1-
1977 gh cho bgn minh ld anh fai -cfing 

h
ngudi "Ti rygn bdng thuybn" dd ilttoc mQt
thuong thuybn crtu dtta ddn Nhdt.

D6ng Malaysia 2-2-1978

TAn thin,
Thutrudc tao d6 vi6t dai kh6i vE chuy6n di

cflng nhtt cu6c sdng <i day, h6m nay nhdn drrgc
thtl miy nfra, nhfrng ldi trong thd miy c6 lC ffi
dr siu vio tiEm thrlc tao. gdi tri 6c niy de b6t
gap nh{ng y tUdng m4n nbng tinh qu6 hrtdng
nghia dbng bio, chting ta ra di, nhd ttrrf miy Ci
n6i chdng phrii vi tibn bac vAt chdt <i nudc ngoii,
ch6'p n-h+n ra di vi kh6ng thd s6hg dd6i chd dO
cQng sin phi ddn t6c, phi nh6n bdn, thi chring ta
c?n tibn bac, vAt ch6't gi nfia hi Tdn ? Tibn Uai ta
con dao hai h/di, n6 66,ldm sgp ddbao nhi6u d6n
t0c. Bidt bao nhi6u dbng bio da bi btt lai, bi
hdnh quydt, hodc hoc t6p cdi tao sudt ddi, vi
bao nhi6u ngrldi da td gia coi ddi ra di vinh vi6h,
blng mgi hinh thrlc, trong nhfrng sd ngddi niy,
chting ta li nhfrng ngttdi may m{n nhdt, miy
dt/Qc ddn Nhdt, cdn tao thi ddn Ma Lai niy.

- Chfng ta ra di, gdi lai m6t nria ldng minh,
dd crim thdy trong tAm h6n m6t kh5ring tr6hg
mong manh, gia l4nh x6m chi6m bOi slu rQng
thddng dii, xdm .iri6tn U6i nibm c6 ddn kh6n[
tinh tt) m6 td, 6i...qu6 hrtdng Viqt Nam...ViCt
Nam. NhrTng ngudi 6lai trong d6 c6 vd tao, bu6i
s6ng Li6n thrlc dfly, dr xudng g6c, thdy d6i d6p
d6, md chbng thi d ddu ?? dfng d6 nghi theo,
dfng d6 srTng sd, nghe nhr d6 vd khdi diu, mi
thdi dbu th6i, md t6m hbn da tdi tA, 16 rdi, tan
ndt, bi€t bao gio chring ta g{p lai nhfrng ngudi
thdn y6u, bi6t bao gio tao cdn g{p lai v{ hiEn
y6u diu ?! gio chdng ta chdng cdh duoc nhfrng
ti€ngcddl, gigng n6i cria mdi d6y, cria h6m qua,
thd md phrit ch6'c d6 m?it tilt cd, gid cdn li kj'
t ig-,tinh y€u..cia tao cflng thinh k5i niQm, k5i
ni6m bu6n, ni6m dau trb thinh nhrlc nh6i,
nibm thddng mgc gai cing vdi tinh cim chdt tdi,
c6 thdkh6ng bao gid cdn gdp nhau chdng ? md
dhu c6 gtrp nhau, thi tt't cL da d6i thay, ttt ca de
thinh xa la. thi het rbi, chim drlt rbi, tinh y6u dd
vE ving qfa khrl. Thdla ndt rbi....

Trong mQt ddi ngddi chring ta hon m6t hn
phrii s6hg cdnh chia ly, thd mi ri6ng tao kh6ng
ddQc m6t di€?n phric dd n6i di chi'm6t ldi td gia,
m6t minh 6m thbm lSng lE ra di. N6n trong
nhftrg phrit gla td li nhfrng kj ni6m t6ng,
nhfrng k5? ni6m dau, nhrlng k!'niQm shu, nhfrrrg
kf ni6m thdm, nhfrng kf ni6m dep, nhfrng ki
ni6m lim d6ng cdm xric.

Do d6 trong nhf,ng ngiy cdn l4i cda ddi
ngddi chring ta, ri6ng tao phii lim dr/dc dibu gi
dd cing d6-ng g6p vdi bao nhi6u ngfdi anh chi
em kh6c dd sdm th6u ngin dtldng vE qu6 htldng,
ndi c6 ving k5i ni6m, ndi c6 mb mi 6ng cha, cdn
6ng bi cha mg, bi con ban bd, vi toin thddbng
bio, ngdy d6m dang bi m6t thd chd d6c tii
diy doa, hi khdc hon Hitler'thu8 xa x:dra, trt/6c
ngiy ra di, miy vi tao cflng da bidt thd nio li x6
hgi chri ngh1a. Di c6 Dn ngbi udng cafd mi
chdng d6m n6i gi, gid dr/dc t{ do mi kh6ng n6i,
ngam mi6ng li phdn bqi gia clinh, dAn t6c,
lim k6 vong bdn, trong ddi tao vi md'y ddng bao
gid mang hai chrT niy nh6. Trong nhfng ngiy
chring ta cdn & ViCt nam chrin eta 6e cnfng tidn
nhrnrg n6i dau thrldng, mi c6 16 cu6c ddi chfng
ta chda bao gio bidt thiy.

H9 ddn lim dAn t6c ta nghdo khd, ho de
dga ddy d6n t6c trong 6,6 ci- hai ta phrii lao
dQrg, kh6ng mqt chdt rdnh rang, kh6ng m$t gid
thoii m6i, com kh6ng ihi an, 6o kh6ng du im;
bAy gid ra nd6c ngodi ching 16 qu6n sao, qu6n
lim sao duoc hri TAn ?

D6 le nhfrrg kli ni6m kh6 qu6n trong m6t
kidp ngddi, d6le nhftrg v6ir lidng g}in2 n[m trdi
chfng ta ffi c6, h6y ndm gifi n6, bao boc n6
trong kho ting kf ni6m, lim tibm ndng cho sinh
ldc dd d6h th-6n dd; tranh cho d6n t6c bdt cr?
tirfdng hdp vi nguy hi6m ndo. Tao vd mny d6ir
c6 khdc nhau vE l6i s6hg, nhdng hdn m6t di6u li
chring ta cdng chi hrfdng vi ch6l hdn tao vd miy
li chi htru nh6.

TAn di, in c6i tdt niy nfra li 2 c6i d trai ti
nan mi xung quanh chi'c6 c0y ring Ii ban hffu.
d trong trai ti nan niy .mudn goi card milng
xu6n cho TAn nhdng chdng c6 card xin th6ng
cim cho thlng ban miy nh6. Th6i vfly, c6u
chuyOn sau d6y thay card chric tdt dbu nim
nh6 :

Tao rdi Vi6t Nam d€m 20-1-1977 chay 8
ngiy d6m gh6 bd bidn Nam Dddng vi ddn duoc
Kuching thuQc mibn D6ng Md Lai, 6 Aay firQc
2 thdng thi c6 th6m 2 thuyEn Vi6t Nam ddn,
nhdng chinh quybn kh6ng nhdn, vi sau {6
kh6ng bidt ho da di d6u ? Cho ddn ngiy 4-4-77,
1 thuybn khdc lai ddn ntra, chi6'c niy kh6 ddc
bi€t, ihuybn mang sd MN-072 6 Long' Hii Phan
Thi6t, khi vrla kh6i henh hq bi ddi c6ng an bi€ri
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."h.d.nq 
hg Tur mfn chay Moi ngddi tr6n thuybn dEu qfi m6h 6ng,

tho6t, d€n s6ng fig- l?i, thi dd chdt 1, bi thrldng n6n da d€ {6c 6ng lai tre; thutb; oe; Z ,'gav "i6 ngddi, ngrldi chdt niy Ii mOt anh sinh vi€n 24 sau d6^b6 6ng vdo i p6ng x6 nhi Uinfr 
';,l 

tliv
tu6i bi bjl tnins 4 vi6n, 1 vi6n dan-vdo mtt ttd t6-ng. Oi nn,rig hinh inhTna.n irr,rong tr6 sao lai
ra sau di,u,2 vi€n vio b\tng-, 1vi6n gdy cdnh xiy ra, ai li ngddl trdc ti6'p hay gi{n ti6b giv
tay, s6ng h6m d6 ho dinh thdy t6ng. C6 cha vd ra nhrlng thdm cdnh niy, ui ta ne,fdi nhdn tanir
2 d&a em hi6n c6 m4t 6 tr€n thuybn, d.r1a em kd trich trhiem ? Khi thuybn ndy"d6h Adv ti6,
a-nh SV chdt'niy t6n Nguyg?r Njqc iah cu"g bi ttruva" .d; l?i 73 ngudi, thi s ngddi dang bi
thddng, 1 vi6n dan tning vio m6 trdra sau g6y, thddng, dddc chinh quybn dla phtrong cho"vdo
th6m m6t ngtldi bi thtldng nf,a li 6ng Dddc si benh uie.n dibu tri, tiong sd'bi^thudn! c6 1 b6
Dri'c,6.ng dem theo dddc 1 vdvi 4 con, 1 me^gia gdi I tu& t6n NhA bi b{n &it indt Z ttlOn ch6n

-6! tudj, vd v{ chbng ngudi em trai ruQt. 
.Gg 

vd ngrtdi me cflng bi thddng. Hon 1 th"6ng trJi,
bi 1 vi6n dan trfng sau hlng nhdng kh6ng trdra, trong khi chd ddas 4grrdi bi thuOng chtrairi thi
tyon-g con' hidm lghdo tt"av lim ,uo 1i^ ra os ngdd .dr rui "ai-ffi* ioq. ph6p l6n bd,
lhudc cht9,2 ngdy sau,-bidt kh6 ldng qua kh6i, tidp ig9 s6irg drrdi thuyb". 

"Vt 
ngrrd ta aU to6n

6nq da gdng g{9lg chircho mgi ngr/di phuong ta ini6'c thuybn niy s"c bi dud Ei mai diy, ho
htr-dng di tr6n trdi Uin I thn ch6t, vi 6ng ll ngudi- d? bin vdi nirrrng ngudi tr6n thuybtr n6'u ;;. ;;dt
chti ch& chuydn di,niy, I cdu n6i mi tao chi' thi cf dnn crinh-adiinuvbn,;ffi t)";;.= G;
nghe lAp lai md thA'y th6m lhia, 6ng n6i : " T6i dring hp bi dudi, nhfrng ng;t J A.r,li-tnuy?n-ea
demdrtd.cgia dinh tdi vi tdtci anh chi em ra phriit6'chric lim c6i-vi0"c ching dAnS"dnr;
*j-oc_nhbn qdt tg do, rbi chrit nf,r day tdi c6 chdt ao, aof tn"vt" ie- ,uo mi lai *,iv iu nhriig dibu
tdi cfrng min nguy6n llim rbi, vri I ldi cudi cring d4neti6'c nrla chf,, t(nh lai, i ngrrdi ti cn6fUcing
cria ddi toi Ia mong rfot ring-khi gia dinh t6i vI .,i.fren, r rg,rOi"niv;;til ;6-;, nhdng kh6ne
anh chi-em d6h drldc bdn bd trl do, thi hiy cd may 3 dudi s6ng c6 cAy .o. Oarn-i6" "$i .h.I";
shnstrdthinh "syg,hg_dlleiragi,ip dofrng iJo",- 

"i 
*,etriiifidy '.#;g";il coc d6m nsay

bio ta dang khao khdt TV DO d Vi6t Nam... ". vio ng{c tdSng ta cirdt .bi-.tt.t. Sau khi ch-idc
Rbi 6ng ta ggc chdt, vt' con da 6m'x6c 6ng md thuybi trri- rrJan toin, ho mdi "h;;3 ;b;#;;
ngrit di. minh l6n trai tam cd. +

97



Affi(:Li,'("3t(lt-/:"
ffi3 tHUb. t E" Affirtt/)/;t,f '/ la. [$,/:blt

-d-^i<L*v..f ,\( rr,B.e.$j l: /s -L L j- /:.

-th:at) AAffiE/;rit t't'J irrEth4)"
-{ l- J-a C: r. /:F$.,f6/: b IJ E : C: U fl /: : }

IE,)EU,Er.SC:lg->a. l-&=/:" l$Lv.,ff.ur$ o)/t\'/$Lt,'J-L fu/:( Ar{A,ffiL C5/:. (+
Cj+irffi llt ->A, -48 Ltr (, /i bh'{, L?tzrr. tr-t #,Ea) *. Lr'rgFg(:*(. Rffi tH L a

Lv. jH/,-* L Jtl: 16,a,L.A # Lb< r.,6o aELI&.t<'wL(L*v.. [ff!/:t, eaL'-{]-
L L FL^'i€ z(Lf ^i( CJ4--(Ut-> /: A )-^F+'l:f..t:"1t:'e,i|fiffi+, /i (. 'F+rfi/)+d-t,5

t" f^i( hr l< t < L ( ti --(. -j-^.1tJIq5 .{,;f: 3.. +3 b /:F>o)ffi(ft/)AfE_:&+F: Z {,
'7t + ^+- "<'+.€:*t,:t'>a, f ^-1t|lf&b'c +-t'c:+Lt. iqffit]gils,Jtaiia.u,b. +if+tl0:\ u d ) t,a /LJ\td

4l++-( L s 2 /-. v. 616 /:t>t,tL. i L < a a) : L tF,tta: I ir("
btLtrILrt+,iE r: - g l* EUWL)&htrflrLrJ' 3 6 ? k 4 ) ?

bt'IL ut.- I
/s | /g v> " I {tts a tt: . ,fA 

CJ EU WnEF* t --= t <{LB '4,F.,-.ttlt:/: t'1 ,mTfr\\. {6/: Lh; -
E zt r,,tft't'c:s, '(.v'-' ( L * tr€ b Lllrsh' 4Ftr ( I[- L ff?FiZ /:Etr rgltft/i. :al/fH.t
-> /:o l€,alFEfttt 4 Lt l:gi \' a h'oErJEEl*#v,. lxt+ L, t ttt +-h, L ( . E Ltsrk+< +,, y L
/,f Lv'. H.Itti, t*'18t, <L< 3/t v,/s,ff.v:fl ttfufq.c:r-H.EL(L. RrFar:F>crpufl+tb)Jt
E/t-ca..,H.v.,!lZttbHl:. ,L.i:46/:tt;l7tH. L<4f.# j" ffil:t,ljH3 7jhrfr/t-ra. il E,fH.

b+t'lL<U*i" H 3 i'r.. iJ [-o] D t'. I#, /: t> t,t o Fl,t. . ts 
, /:" /e.

/ah'b. {€l**.iEl:f*,-/:f^i(oE4t. W.V <)C.r/rv.i'. ,> ?

E'-- o; Et #ft&> b /: d> r,: & L t L fi t +brf- (fFT t > .'fA l* : o>WFe'I\Erli("f.t t E t: iq.t --

IIFEt:ct,S.v'fralkrfrn'h), fa4votwhtt>y), ED r: ( <u .a+y6FfTa+r:< Lt{acJlrv..
E*fl. XfR, +fl+F. ts^,{, fr>4:i:t,.6" ZL< 46,atRtHtbh'->a({t, *;itr/t:l64;lFHlrtL
i>?: l:lJRrFcJ L l- 1-a) +UL!:Ffiggttlg L<:ka. t t-afi-f "

#ffiljE ,;El+ e fL( r,. ,6" ^i l- J- t^ L H 6 Bijc:. 1ffi1J1977 +- I 820 H -{ }' 'f ^ t H /:. 8 jr,! tt li]

(fi/:t' tJtla+*atrIEttJ-> 3 \'th'L/a" fr> ti:.dh ('€i,€. 4 > F 4>7ifuHt:'#t/:1k.
ofl+. -A|J4*IEt:_- Y--tfi\hrg trt;,frv, fi-zv-i7a? +> 7t:.if.#LZ:. .- :T_.lr
ftv,. & {rFfiLAZlih,-/:" +. HHi'i>ba EiqL/:bIi. _.+/)-r l.J_2.*HRo.)frtt;ffi!.tu
t:. ,f-FI{r= t>/t\.'cH{ -:> a \.6: r tJF(&, '*rR Lh'L-? v-- >7lif.W cJF{f} xtttiv'/)T. t. .-

Th6ng 12-77 vrla rbi, phia TAy M6 Lai c6 1 th6i. Trong khi d6 6 phia Tiy cbn khodng 3000

chi6'c thuyEn di tr) V[ng Tlu, tr6n thuybn tdt ci ngddi chiala lim 4 trai, n6n ho phdi lo phia
le 15 ngrldi, khi chay ddn gbn MI Lai, lai d6m TAy trtl6c vi con sdqria d6ng.
vio m6t hdn d6 ng)m, bd thuybn, nhf,ng ngddi Tr4i tao hi6n 3 c6 nhtrng dfbng blo 6 tdi
din 6ng bi6tlQi, l6i ueo bd dioc 6 nerldi, cdn 9 ZOtniie-e 

"#'";rr,r" 
ir,'.J"';ie"s^t-Jif"fr Aa"

Abls b-do,. vrla li trd em, din .bi ue da.t 6.ng nsdy h6m nay'iffir-tfi; l7i -"guv ;bi ;t
kh6ng bidt l6i, dinh ch!u. chdt. rhAt thim il;;;s 6i&;;ir; ,a" r, .ia" nt/dc rna. drrd.c,
thdd;s, le ra nhrlng ngiytdt sfp 

-ddn 
tao kh6ng -k-dd";lau 

t a f6n ? kh6ng ngd thdi gian tr6i
mudn.kdnhrTng chuyQn- dau bubn ndy, nht/ng ,r,uu qiu. Chring ta li nhtrfr-g"-g,fAi sdig trong
nghi vb qu6 hddng vi d6n tQc, chdng ta,vui lim ;hr,r; ;;f. gi"-r"a nh6n q;yb; vd tg do dtrqg
sao ddd.c, c6 vui chdng ? khi rni nhf,ng d6ng bio t6n tiqn^g, thf ai kh6ng ,ung i.f.rng, nh,frtg tndi
minh dang chdt vi sE chdt, tao mudn kd nhrfng it; ;;;ni ua Viet Nam ndi md ,,"net quyE' vi
drbu tr6n, dd miy ttrng bbu nhi6t huydt d6'u tddokh6"ngd,t-d..t-b;t-"Jitr.}naifOoguittrOng
tranh cho din t6c minh. xric d6ng !!!

Traimitaodule 9t|:t ti*jdkhithdnh lAp MAr NAy CHrrr\c TA SUNG vfr vlBr NAM
trai choddn gid, trai c6 tdt cile 516 ngddi, trong rvrnr r\Ar v'vr\v ra vv^\v a

dQ niy c6 m6t s6'cibng bdo dd dl Df;, Tin TAy ThAn chio,.
Lan, Phirp, My, nien Eio trai chi cdn 236 ngrrdi Doin Vrin Di6h. X
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The current situation of the
BOAT PEOPLE in South East Asia

The war in Indochina peninsula ended
three years ago. Yet for the first time in history,
Viet people have fled their own country, human
rights and freedom and life itself denied to
them. Newspapers and magazines all over the
world have carried the stories of a new people,
the "boat people". Who are they ? What is
their fate ? Many people have but a vague
answer to both questions. This book will try to
show the reader the reality. As one writer put
it, "Of all the horror stories in today's world,
the story of Vietnam "boat people" is probably
the most horrible". If their little crafts reach
the coast of a neighboring country, they risk
being pushed out to sea again at gunpoint, or
they may be thrown into dismal camps, often
after being robbed, beaten or raped. Some
must exist aboard their ships, refused a step
ashore under penalty of a bullet. Chances of
being selected for immigration to one of the
western countries, after agonizing months or
even years of waiting, are slim.

I.REFUGEE CAMPS IN SOUTH EAST ASIA.

I- THAILAIID
Thailand has over 100,000 refugees from

the Indochinese countries. Most of them are
from Laos and Cambodia. Vietnamese are
about 3500, almost all of them "boat cases",
and living in three large camps.

IAEMSING, CHAI\THABURI. It is in South-
east Thailand near the border of Cambodia. In
October, 1977 therc were about 1300 men,
women and children all hemmed within a
narrow area off the sea, with the mountain and
jungle at their back. They've built make-shift
structures of coconut leaves or poncho cloth as

roof, or remain in the battered junks which
afford some relief from sun and rain. Well
water is there but not drinkable, and drinking
water is brought into the camp. Many have
been here over a year, and little hope of any
resettlement in a third country.

SIKHIU CAMP, NAKHONRATCHASIMA.

Over 1000 Viet refugees are in this camp 300km
northeast of Bangkok. Almost every one
escaped by trail through the jungle between
Vietnam and Laos, with the exception of some

Vietnamese who had lived in Laos before the
communist take over in Indochinese countries.
This camp also is wired in and visitors are not
permitted.

SONGKHTA CAMP.
In October 1977 there were about 1240 refugees
here, south Bangkok, 160 km. toward Malay-
sian border. There were also 400 aboard junks
and boats hoping to be permitted landing. But
in late October 1977 , these people were pushed
out into the sea. Following a pattern for the
camps in Thailand, this one also is fenced in
by wire and the inmates sheltering themselves
with most primitive means... coconut leaves,
wood, any thing to shield from sun and rain.

IN BANGKOK, there are two facilities to ac-
comodate several hundred people. These come
from the various Thailand camps, having been
accepted for resettlement in a third country.
Here the legal paper work is completed and
people readied for transfer to permanent
residency abroad. The United Nations care for
their essential needs, and there are no problems.

In general, life in the Thailand camps is
such that it is bare existence, with quantity and
quality of food questionable. Food allowance
amounts to U.S. currency, US$0.20 per day for
each person !! Furthermore the corruption of
local authorities strips the refugees of all
dignity and respect, not to say of any cherished
item they might have brought on their person
when they fled... and this for so called
"privilege". Refugees are confined to the
restricted area, and to keep the world in igno-
rance of all this, visitors are absolutely
forbidden.

2- MALAYSIA
As of October 20, 1977, there wercl2

"boat people" camps scattered on the
coastline. Each place was formed by several
ships landing, having run out of fuel and food,
exhausted by the long trip. Some had been
pushed back out to sea from Singapore or Bang-
kok, refused even docking facilities. They had
set out again for the shores of Malaysia in the
Gulf of Siam, having broken their engines or
their junks, in order not to be able to be ordered
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back into the sea again. At these camps, local
police were sent to check them, and to prevent
them from leaving the restricted area. The
conditions in these camps are most primitive.
They live on the junks,sampans, rafts... or
huddle in some permitted areas of a beach
under tree shade. Exposed to rain and sun,
refugees built make-shift shelters of wood,
pieces of canvass and military poncho cloth.

The barely surviving existence is made
more distressful because of the interminable
wait to learn anything about possible resettle-
ment. The cold indifferent attitude of the
authorities to the misery of these people would
shock an informed world. No one is permitted
to take pictures, so the outside world can not
learn the inhuman existence in these Malaysian
camps. Local people would befriend the suffer-
ing "boat people", but are afraid to go near
what are inhuman pens. Kuantan seems to be
the very worst of the camps as far as enforced
security. The two camps in Kuantan are isolated
with wire fences. Those wired off are denied
sending or receiving of mail.

Refugees in Malaysia receive an allow-
ance for food from the office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
through the Malaysian Red Cross. It is
equivalent to $ 0.3 per day in US currency, and
questionable as to whether a person can long
survive on that amount. Visitors are restricted
to the priests who come for religious cere-
monies, and immigration officials from other
countries, who come to arrange resettlement for
a limited number who qualify for a third
country.

After October 15, 1977, scattered
refugee groups along the coast line in the state
of Johore were moved to a small island 10 miles
off shore of Mersing.

The total in early Feb. 1978 numbered
about 4,500 in the camps in Malaysia alone. In
January 1978, even with monsoon off the coast
of Vietnam, 1361 refugees arrived in Malaysia,
loaded in crowded fishing boats.

3. SINGAPORE

All vessels which rescued the refugees
almost always called on Singapore, and asked
for permission to land. Since April 30,1975,456
refugees took shelter here.

In Singapore there are two places
providing housing and accomodation for
refugees :

YMCA CHINESE KATONG CENTER.

Since 1975, up until Sept 20-1977, there
have been 107 persons rescued by foreign vessels
dropped off here. These vessels are required to
assure Singapore that they will be responsible
for the refugees, in the event that a third
country of refugees' choosing refuse them for
resettlement. The ship owners must deposit a
large sum of money US $ 4,000 as an assurance
guarantee for the refugee. The refugee may
stay for only three months, to give sufficient
time for possible eligibility for resettlement in a
third country. After this period, they have to go
to the country to which the rescuing ship
belonged. During the three months, they have
to survive on a US dollar a day, provided by the
office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees. This is rather a
very modes't sum according to living expense
standards in Singapore. Refugees are permitted
to walk around freely from their housing area.

FISHING BOAT AREA

The number of refugees here at any one
time varies. For instance, in September 1977
there had been 36 people. They lived on their
tiny fishing boat which had brought them from
Vietnam. The local police quizzed them strictly
upon their arrival. Daily the police called two or
three times, checking their presence and act-
ivity. They were absolutely prohibited from
leaving the boat. A group that had arrived
shortly after the fall of Saigon, had been there
under those desperate conditions for almost
three years. With the protest from local sympa-
thizing people, they were permitted by the
authorities to go fishing, and to sell their catch
on the Singapore market. Singapore did not
forbid people to visit the refugees.

4. INDONESIA
There are three facilities for refugees.

One in Jakarta, is for those being readied and
accepted by a third country. They are here only
for a short time in preparation for departure.
The other two are on an Island in Tanjung
Pinang. The refugees live in a warehouse of a
shipping company, converted into living
quarters. Aid is provided by the office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Re-
fugees, through local authorities and private
supply company. The allowance is US$0.30 per
day per person. Refugees can go out freely in a
human w&y, and visitors are not only permitted
but welcomed. Of course life here is day-and-
night difference to other camps in Asia.
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5. PHILIPPINES

Although the Philippines is distant from
Vietnam, 1500 km, with the deepest seas in the
world between, the Vietnamese have risked it
all and arrived in goodly numbers. After the
Communist take-over in their homeland, thou-
sands have fled in tiny fishing boats no bigger
than 10 m by 2 m, and some arrived in the Philip-
pines. Undoubtedly, many had their little junks
burst asunder beneath them, and lay at the
bottom of the deep ocean. Up until late in 1977,
over 2000 had arrived. During the monsoon
season in January 1978, 55 arrived. There are
two camps for the refugees, preparing them for
third world resettlement. Life in these camps is
austere but fair, and the refugees are grateful.
There are about 700 in Philippines now.

II. EFFORTS TO HEIP "BOAT PEOPLE''.
The world knows that thousands of Indo-

china refugees have escaped their homeland,
in junks, drum-can made barges and in almost
anything that will float and move. Undoubtedly
some are drifting on the Asian seas as you read
this, often passed up by dozens of ships, some
finding peace... at the bottom of the seas. The
life of the "boat people" in Asian countries
where they are permitted to land is, in general,
very primitive. The first effort to go to their
rescue in an organized way was made by the
Asian Conference on Religion and Peace in
November 1976. In the declaration of the
Commission on Peace, Security and Human
Dignity in Asia, we read :

66[n this connection, the members of
the Commission expressed their deep
concern with the fate of the refugees
from Indochina who are floating on the
South China sea without any country
willing to accept them, and with
practically no food supply. Since the
Asian Conference on Religion
and Peace is meeting in Singapore
it would be a great opportune service,
to humanity and to peace, if the ACRP
explored all possibilities to help these
floating refugees, and also other
refugees such as in the MiddleEast,
whose case is one of the most flagrant
manifestation of the violation of
human rightstt.

Latet, the "Boat People's" project sponsored
by the World Conference on Religion and Peace
and the Asian Conference on Religion and Peace
Chartered two ships, Leap Dal and Rolandwere
sent to South China seas to pick up refugees.
But this project did not meet with success
because of efforts to make it fail on the part of
groups and even Governments. In certain
countries, distressed refugees got into trouble
with governments, whose primary aim was to
undermine the praiseworthy aim of the two
ships. Governments refused to permit refugees
to disembark from the two ships. The project
suffered from other reasons, and funds became
a major problem too. With cooperation and an
understanding of difficulties involved, tlie
project could have probably succeeded. But it
could not be successful with pressure from
every side.

r
I

r Befugees aboard Roland.

r Din vUUt nan tr0n tdu Roland.

r Bateau Roland dans le programme de sauvetage.

r -- l. J-A*E.R t'48+a-il; Roland €
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r Leap Dal and "Boat People" rescued

at Southeast Asian seas.

r Tdu Leap Dal vd din vu{t nan illfc
cdtr vft tai Bong Nam A.

M- DIFFICUTTIES OF THE ISSUE.

Recent policy of some Governments
toward arriving "boat people" in South East
Asia amount to a "go and die, but not here"
stand. Creeking vessels are refused landing
privileges, and towed out to sea if they try to
dock. If they manage to land before authorities
are present, one Government has patched the
ships so that it will float, and forced them again
out to sea. If they return, they are warned,
they will face bullets. Some have had to turn
about, with gunfire the result if they don't.
Often these ships will then attempt the long trip
to Australia, where rumor has it, they will
receive a warm reception.

From late 1977, Thailand Government
ordered all arriving "boat people" boats to be
immediately pushed out into the sea. The
Malaysian Government, however, agreed to let
these unhelped, unwanted witnesses to free-
dom, go ashore at least temporarily. Because of
this, the number of arrivals in late 1977 and
early 1978 increased to 8335 from1080 in 1976.

Waters off Cambodia and Thailand have
proven to be a corridor of horror, as fleeing
refugees are killed, raped and robbed by sea
bandits who freely operate in those waters. At
Laem Sing, B0% of the "boat people" had been
seized, and their sentimental items of ancestors

r$

r Le Leap Dal et des refugi6s

rescap6s au Sud-Est Asiatique.

r Hi$j T, T aLtl e t: jd,H A /L
/: ^ l- J- /. f,ER L Leepdal fi{}

they treasured, ripped from them, along with
anything of the least value. Local Government
authorities are well aware of all this, but close
their eyes, ears and hearts!

The Singapore Government has demand-
ed that vessels bringing in refugees deposit a

guarantee of US$4,000 per person, to assure the
resettlement of the refugee in a place other than
Singapore. This puts pressure on the ship
Companies and schedules of the ships, and may
it not account for so many reports of refugees
having their SOS ignored by so many vessels ?

Could not a plan be worked out which would
even reward a Captain for assisting people in
distress ? Or has this traditional law of the sea
been set aside during the agony of the "boat
people" ?

Japan's highly restrictive policy towards
the Vietnamese "boat cases" is only accidently
less frigid than the other nations in Asia with
closed ports to the refugees. Recently it is
reported, there was an instruction given to all
Japanese ship corporations which frequent the
waterways of South East Asia, not to rescue the
refugees because it would embarrass the
Government's dealings with the present
Government of Vietnam.
(This report has been denied by officials in the
Japanese Government). n
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Tinh tr?ng nguoi t! n?n
tqi D6ng Nam A

Chi6n tranh tai D6ng Duong dd ch6m dft 3
ndm nay, nhrlng dAy ld lah deu ti€n trong lich
sd', ngudi Vi6t Nam phAi lia UO Aat nddc, ttoi *e
nhdn quy6n, trl do vi sinh m6nh cflng bi ctldrrg
doat. 86o chi th6'gidi d6u loan b6o tin trfc v6'
-0t loai ngddi mdi : " Ngddi ti n4n blng
thuy6n"-"boat people". Ho ld ai ? 56 phin hq
ra saq ? Nhi6'u ngddi c6'gfng giLi d6p nhdng chi
ld nhfrng cAu tril ldi md hd v6'cd hai ciu hdi ir6n.
Quy6h s6ch ndy se cd gtngtrinh biy cho qtiy vi
thtlc trang nhrTng ngddi niy.

Nhd m6t t6c gi| da vi6i : "Trong tit cl
chuy€n kinh hoing ngiy nay, cflu chuy6n cria
nhftrg ngrldi Vigt ti n4n bilng thuydn c6 lG aftftrg
hing frdu". N6'u thuy€h cria ho d6h c6c qudc gia
l6n cdn, h9 s6 bi du6i ra bi6h trd lai dd6i hong
sdng, hay bi th6'y vio trong cdc trai ti nan'tI
tring, thddng li sau khi bi cddp b6c, ddnh ffip
vi ct/&r.g l,i6b. MQt so ngtidi ph:ii o'ngay tr6n
thuyOh c6?n th6ng drlQc Adt .nan t6n mdt eal.
Hy vong dddc dinh cd tai cdc qu6'c gia Tdy
pti,lOngiaq nhi€'u th6ng hay hing ndm"chd doi
that lA mong manh.

I- CAC TRAI TI NAN TAI DONG NAM A.
I- THAI tAN.
Th6i Lan hi6n c6 hdn 100000 ngddi ti nan

D6ng Dddng. Hau h6i tr] Lio vi Campuchia,
ngddi Vi6t g6m chtlng 3500 ngttdi vi phAn ldn le
"ngddi ti nan blng thuy6h", vi sdng tai 3 trai
lon li :

LEAMSING, CHANTHABURI:
Trai niy d'phia D6ng Nam Th6i Lan, geh

bi€n gidi Campuchia. Vdo th6n g 10-77 trai niy
c6 khodng 1300 ngddi chen chric trong mQt
khoiing d6t chAt hep, ngoei la bi6h, trong li nrii
vd rtlng c6y. Ngtfdi ti nan s6hg trong nhr7ng
chdi nhci mdi 16 hodc che bat, hay tr6n nhrTrrg
khoang thuy€h nhd cda ho. Trong trai cd gi6hg
nhUng ndo6 gidng kh6ng a,ing ddOc, irang nga!
nddc uOhg duqc cho'd6h td b€n ngoii. C6 nhi6u
ngdifi dd d'cf6y hon mQt ndm mi vfn chtla tftloc
m6t qu6'c gia thff ba niio cht'p nhin.

SIKHIU, NAKHONRATCHASIMA:
O'phia d6ng b6c Vgng C6c chdng 300 ciy

s6', c6 khoiing hdn 1000 ngddi ti nan Vi€t Nam.

H6'u h6t li nhrTng ngttid vdQt tho6t bXng dddng
rdng qua ngd Lio r6i sang Th6i. M6t s6'kh6c li
Vi6t kiC'u d'b6n Ldo chay sang. Trai cftldc rio
k6m gai ky cing vi kh6ng ai ditdc d6n thdm
ngddi ti nan.

SONGKHLA:
Nlm d'mi6n Nam Th6i Lan, cdch bi6n gidi

Md Lai 160 c6y sd. Vio th6ng 10-77 c6 khoring
1240ngddidtai d6y. Trong sdniyc6 chilng 400
ngddi s6hg tr6n thuy6n chd ddi dC'xin l6n bo.
Nhrtng d6h ngdy 25-10-77 ho da bi du6j ra khdi.
Gi6hg nhri c6c ndi kh6c, trai niy bi rio lai. DAn
ti nan s6hg tam tni trong c6c cdn chdi drlne l6n
belg v4t liQu th6 sd nhAt nhd 16 dila, g6''va moi
thtl c6 thd che dtiQc mrla nfng.

BANGKOK:
Tai Vong C6c c6 2 trung tim chri'a cftldc vii

trdm ngddi. Nhf,ng ngdd ndy dtldc dda v6'til
c6c trai ti nan tr6n d61 Th6i dd hodn t6t thri tuc
giAy td'di nrroc kh6c. Li6n Hi6p Qu6'c chrim s6c
ho n6n kh6ng c6 vdn dC'kh6 khdn gi cd.

N6i t6m lai, ddi s6hg trong c6c traiti nan d
Th6i Lan ld cdc khd nhit vi chi'ddQc trQ c6p
khodng 0.2My kim mdi ngiy. Hdn th6'nfa, nan
tham nhung cfia chinh quy€n dia phddn g dd gely
phi6n nhi6u nhidu cho ngddi ti nan. Ho bi cdm
ra kh6i ph?m vi trai Ad tn€'gidi khdi hay bi6t.
Vi6c vi6hg thdm nhfrng ngddi ti nan bi cdm chi
hoin toin.

Befugee camp in Songkhla, Thailand.
Trgi tj nqn tqi Songkhla, Thdi Lan.

Camp de Relugids Songkhla, Thailande.
'/>t-*+>J (t4)
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2. MA LAI A.

Tfnh ddn ngdy 20-10-77 c6 12 dia di6m tam
trf r:ii rdc doc bd'bieh. Udi nOi drlQc thinh hinh
do tfi 2, 3 chi€lc thuy6h cia nhfrng d6hg bio ti
nan t6'p v6 bd', vi hdt nhi6n li6u vd thtlc phdm
hodc dA ki6t l{c vi cuQc hinh trinh gian tru6n,
hodc bi xua du6i ra khoi khi thuy6h ctia hg
hrldng d€n c6c dO thi l6n nhd TAn Gia Ba, Vong
C6c. D6ng bio ti nan quay trd'lai nhr1rrg ling
nh6 cria Md Lai d'ven vinh Th6i Lan 16) ph5
trdqs mdy hay lim thiing thuy6h d6' khdi bi
du6'i di lAh nf,a. Tai nhrlng ndi ndy, ciinh s6t dia
phddng ddoc ph6i ddn dd canh chilng .hq va
kh6ng cho d6hg bio di ra kh6i khu v{c gidi han.
Tinh trang s6hg tq\ c6c ndi niy that bi d6t. Hg
s6hg ngay tr6n nhf,ng con thuyOh t6b dai vio bd
hoac tr6n bai bi6h dddi nhfrng him cdy, cdt tam
nhrlng ciin chdi nhd ldp 16 horic cing bat d€'che
ning dut mda. Vi phdi chdddi ddQc dinh cu l6u
ngiy n6n tinh trang that la thdm thddng, nheo
nh6c. Stl lanh nhat cda chinh quy6h dia
phddng d6i'vdi crinh ttr6 ttrrim cia ngtldi t! nan
se gAy xric d6ng cri thdgidi b6n ngodi. Vi kh6ng
ai drldc ph6p chgp hinh, n6n thd gi6i de kh6ng
m6y ai hay bidt drldc ciinh thddng t6m trong cdc
trai ti nan. D6n dia phtrong tddng C6i tdt nhdng
cfrng kh6ng d6mlaiving C6h thu vdc d6n ti nan
d: de z t iid'Kuantan feu bi c6 lap bol nhrTng
vdng th6p gai, ngoii ra vi6c nh6n vd gtii thd til
cfrng bi gidi han.

Ngddi ti nan d tua Lai fildc phfi Cao tv ti
nan Li6n Hi€p Qu6'c trd gitip qua H6i H6ngTh4p
Td Ma Lai m6t ngAn khodn dd mua thdc phAm
hing ngay khoring 0.3 My kim. Ddi s6ng h6t
srlc cd crlc vi kh6 khdn l6m mdi xoay sd'n6'i vdi s6'

trd cdp ii di nay. Vi€c vi6ng thdm d6n t! nan bi
han chdt6i da, chidinh cho c6c nhi truy6h gi6o
ddn lim ld vi nhAn vi€n c6c tda Dai Sri' d6n lim
thi tuc dinh crl ti nan tai mQt nt/dc thrf ba.

Sau ngdy 15-10-77 tdt cl d6n t! nan d'reii r6c
ven bd bi6h cda ti6'u bang Johore drJQc chinh

Life in camp on island Taniung Pinang, lndonesia.

Hinh Cnh trong trgi ti nqn tr6n dCo Taniung Pinang, Nam Drldng.

Vie en camp d l'ile Tanjung Pinang, lndonesie.

t >> = > . tt><"a++ >JE)E (4 > F'+>z)

phd Ma Lai t6p trung tai 1 ddo nhd ngoii khdi
ia.n ua bi6h Mersing chdng 10 cAy sd. Tinh
d6n th6n g 2-78 c6 4500 ngddi trong c6c trai ti
nan t4i M5 Lai A. Ri6ng trong th6ng l-1978
m6c dhu ilang la mtia bao td nhung t16 c6 1361
ngudi Aeh Vfu Lai tr6n c6c ghe tf6nh c6 d}y
ngudi.

3. TAl\ GIA BA.
C6c tdu cfu ngddi ti nan thddng gh6 qua

TAn Gia Ba vi y6u c6'u dtloc l6n bd. Tai TAn Gia
Ba c6 hai dla di6m tam crl cho ngddi ti nan. Ke'
tt 30-4-75 d6h nay dd c6 tdt 

"e 
qSO ngdd d6n

tdt:d.c tai TAn Gia Ba.

TRUNG TAM YMCA TAI KATONG :

K6'td 30-4-1975 tinh d6h nsiy 20-9-1977,
c6 107 ngrldi d'tai diy, tdt cd do c6c tiu ngoai
qu6'c v6t ngoii khdi dem vio. C6c tiu niy phrii
cam kdt s6 nh6n nhrlng ngddi ti nan n6u th6ng
c6 m6t ntldc ndo khSc nhAn ho. Chri tdu thddtng
phdi d6ng trr6; 

"ftan 
4000 Mi ti^-.tt" rndiad'i

ngrtdi. Hq dddc ph6p tam tni tai d6y trong vdng
3 thdng C6'tim thri tuc dinh crJ di ntl6c kh6c.
Het thdi han ndy, ho sE phdi di v6'nddc mi chidc
tiu da crlu ho.

Trong thdi gian ni'y ho dtlQc c6'p 1 My Kim
m6t ngiy crla Cao U'y Ti Nan LHQ. Ddn ti nan
dttQc ph6p di lai ttl do tai khu vrlc ctl ngq.

TAI KHU BEN TAU :

S6'ngtoi ti nan thay d6'i lu6n, chdng han
nhd h6i th6ng9-1977 c6 36 ngddi. Ho s6hg tr6n
chidc thuy€h ctla hg di td Vi€t Nam sang. Trong
thdi gian ho sdhg d'ddy, hq bi cdnh s6t canh
chfng 6t g6t guo, -di ngAy cdnh s6t ddn drem
danh td 2 dCh 3 l6n vi bi cdm kh6ng dtldc rdi
thuyOh l6n bd. C6 m6t nh6m cdp b6h tr] sau khi
Vi6t Nam sup do' da phdi sdng nhd thd gin 3
n6m. Nhd srl vin ilQng t(ch cdc cda ngudi tlia
phuong hq ila duoc ch(nh phri Tin Gia Ba cho
ph6p tli cl6nh c6 vi mang vb b6n tai dAy.

Tai TAn Gia Ba kh6ng ngdn cin vi€c vi6hg
thdm nhrlng ngudi ti nan.

4- NAMnddNC.
C6 3 trai tam cd cho ngrldi ti nan. MQt d

Jakarta, dinh cho nhfrng ngr/di d5 dtldc chdp
thu{n dlnh cd tai m6t nddc thf ba. Ho chi'o'd6y
trong m6t thdi gian ngdn chd khdi hinh. Hai ndi
kh6c dtldc thinh lQp tr6n d6o tqi Tanjung
Pinang. Tai d6y, ngddi ti nan s6hg trong nhi
kho cia m6t hdng tdu. Trd c6'p ctia LHQ cho ho
duQc chuy6h qua chinh phd dia phrldng vi hdng
th6'u cung cdp td nh6n. 5o'trq cdp khodng 0.3
My kim mOt ngny cho m5i dd'u ngddi. Nhfrng
ngdd ti nan ddQc ph6p di lai td do vi stl thrim
vi6ng trai ti nan d6- ding vi dUdc hoan ngh6nh
nrla. Ddi song tai nhfng ndi niy hoin toin
ddchiu hdn nhrlng trai ti nan kh6c tai D6ng Nam
A.
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s- PHr ruaT TArr.

. Mac d6u ngdn c6ch ViQt Nam vdi 1500 c6y
sd drtdng bi6h s6u, nhi€u ngddi da lie'u minh vi
c6p.bdn tai d6y rit nhi6u. Ke'td khi C6ng siin
chi6m tron mi6'n Nam, hing ngdn ngddi te

..,!dring c6c chi6c thuyOn dii kh6ng qu6 10 m6t,
ngang 2 m6t ldng dai drtdng d€h theng phi Ludt
TAn. Chfc hdn td c6 nhi6u chi€'c tiu vd tan vd
ndm siu tdn dty bidn. Cho d6h cudi ndm 1977,
tr6n 2000 ngrldi da deh Phi. Trong mia bao tilp
vio th6ng 1-78,55 ngudi ffi, t6'n ffiry. C6 hai trai
ti nan chr?a ngddi chd ddQc cfinh crt. Dd s6hg
trong c6c trai ti n4n niy thi tttdng C6i CUoc
tddm ta't. HiCn c6 chfng 700 ngudi tri6n tam tiri
tai Phi LuAt TAn.

II. CAC iTd IUC GIUP NGUOI TI NAN NANC
THUYEN.

Th6'gidi d6'u hay bi6t c6 hdng ngin ngrtdi ti
nan D6ng Dtldng vddt bidn ra tIi tr6n chi6'c
thuyOh mong manh, btrng thi-ng phi kdt lai vi
g6h nhd t{t cd, thf gi c6 ttrd n6i vi tr6i di drtQc.
Di nhi6n cdn c6 bao nhi6u ngrldi dang l6nh d6nh
tr6n bi6h khdi A ChAu. I(tri qtiy ui Aq. cudn
s6ch niy, hq bi bd ngd Udi hing chqc chi6'c tdu,
m6t s6'kh6ng ft d5'y6n giic ngdn thu"dd6i d6y
bi6h sAu. Ddi s6hg_ cia "ngddi ti nan bdng
thuy6n" d'cdc nddc-A Chdu,. nOi tro d{d.c ph6;
l6n bd thtldng ld v6 cdng khdn d6'q. nd trlc CAu
ti6n crlu gift ho dddc ttrrfc ttri UOi ffoi d6ng A
ChAu vd T6n Gi6o vi Hda Binh vdo th6ng11-
1976. Trong tuy6n ng6n cia Ui Ban Hda Binh,
An Sinh vi NhAn quy6h tai A ChAu c6 vi6i :

"HOi vi6n cria U! Ban bny td ndi ffiy ndi Io
t1lang sau xa d6h soiphfn nhfrlrg ngrldi ti nen
I)619 Drldng pdn dang l6nh d6nh tr6n bi6h
Nam Hdi, hldng thrlc di c4n mi khdng ahldc
nrldc nio ti€ir nh4n. Nhen HOi Ddhg A
Chiu vd TOn gi6o vi Hda binh hop tai TAn
Gia Ba, itny li m6t cd hQi ldn lao cho chriLng
ta phgng srf nhin lo4i vi hda binh n6u Hdi
Ddig A Ctrau vd Tdn Gi6o vi Hda Binh tim
dri moi cdch girip il0 din ti nqn l6nh afenh
ngoii bi6h khdi, cfrng nhrl cric dAn ti nan
khdc,nhrl t4i Trung D6ng, mOt hihh th6i
tfau thrldng nhdt v6' srl vi phqm NhAn-
Quy6'nt 

t.

Sau d6, chddng trinh "Boat People", yC'm
tro bdi H6i D6ng th6'gidi v6' T6n Gi6o vi gda
Binh vd H6i D6hg A Ch6u drldc thu'c hi6n v6i 2
chi6'c tiu LEAPDAL vi ROLAND d6'v6t ngddi
ngodi bidn khoi Nam Hli. Tuy nhi6n chddng
trinh niy kh6ng thinh c6ng bo'i nhieir ngrtdi vd
cA c6c chinh phd nrla. Tai m6t sd nddc, chinh

phd dra phddng trl ch6i kh6ng cho d6n ti nqn tr/
nhrTng chi6c thuyOn niy l6n bd'. Chddng trinh
bi dinh chi'vi nhi6'u l1i do cfrng nhtl thi6'u ng6n
khodn tr6m trong. Vdi sd hdp t6c vi hi6'u bi6i vd
cdc kh6 khin cia thinh phin li€n hQ, c6 le n6
phrii thinh c6ng. Tuy nhi6n, chddng trinh dd
thAi bai vi ap ldc tt) moi phia.

ru. CdC KHo rHAN TRoNG VAN oO xctJoI
TI NAN naXC THUYE'N.

GAn ffiy, chfnh sdch cria m6t vii chinh
phrt d9i vdi d6n ti nan bdng thuy€n tai D6ng
Nam Affi l€n ddn d6 xua duOi ho. Thuv6h bd bi
cdm l€n bdvi bi k6o ra ngodi bi6h. Neu Aa cap
b6h, ho bi cdnh s6t bao i6v vd du6i ra thoi trci
lai. Ho bi him dga blng hgng sring n6u cri'quay
trd'lai. Thrtdng thi ngu;di ti nan tntc chi"U" noi
md cdn c6 vd vui ldng tidp nh6n ngddi ti nan.

Cudi ndm 1977, Chinh phd Th6i ra l6nh xua
du6i nhrlng thuyCn ti nan ra bi6h khdi, thi may
thay chfnh phri MI Lai dd cho ph6p nhfrrrg ngddi
ti ,nan kh6ng driQc gifp dd-nhrTng nh6n chfng
s6ng cua Td Do-l6n bdtam.tni. Do quy6t dinh
niy, s0" ngrldi ddn trong cudi ndm l97i vd diu
ndm 1978 dE tdng l6n tdi 8335 ngrldi so vdi 1080
ngddi ctla ndm 1976.

Thriy I0 sdt bi6n gi6i Mi6n-Th6i li cria ng6
kinh hoing, noi md ngudi ti nan bi gidt, ham
hi6p vi cu6p b6c bdi bon hii t4c hoat OOng c6ng
khai. Tai Leamsing, 80% ddn ti nan da bi ch4n
cudp tdt circria cii. Ch(nh quybn dia phuong tuy
bi6t ro c6c vi6c ndy nhung vm lim ngo.

Chfnh pht TAn Gia Ba bdt budc c6c h6ng
tiu crlu d6n ti nan phii tl5ng m6t sd tibn bio
dim khoAng 4000 My kim cfrng nhtr phii cam
kdt nh6n tr6ch nhi6m dinh cd d6n ti nin o nu6c
khric. Vi6c niy cla gdy cho c6c hing tiu nhibu
kh5 khen vi do c16 ho s6 kh6ng chiu vdt din ti
n4n. Tai sao kh6ng c6 chuong trinh 6n thudng
cdc thuybn tru&ng dd crlu d6n ti nan tr6n bidn
cii ? Hay li chring ta c6 tinh dd m6c lu6t hing
hii bi l5ng qu6n trong thim kich "ngu0l t! nan
blng thuy€n" i[6 vi clang cdn tidp di& ?

Nhet bin cte thi hinh m6t chfnh s6ch qu6
kh6t khe d6i v6i d6n ti nan Vi6t Nam. fut
nhi6n, hq d4 kh6o 16o che dfly sU lSnh ilam niy
hon c6c qudc gia kh6c I A ChAu. Mdi c16y', c6 tin
n6i li chinh phri Nhdt da chi thi c6c hing tiu
thudng cli lai trong ving bi6'n D6ng Nam A btng
crlu v6t din ti nan vi dibu niy sE cdn trd chinh
s6ch ngoai giao cia chinh phri doi v6i nhd cbm
quyEn hi6n tai d ViCt Nam. C6c vi€n chrlc chinh
pni nrrAt da phri nh6n ngubn tin niy.
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o Waiting for a new house from this rotten warehouse. (lndonesia).
o S0ng tam trong cin nhd kho c0, tai ddo Tanjung Pinang,Nam Drldng
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BOAT PEOPTE STATISTICS (from May 1975 to March 1978).

BANG rHdNG xn vb DAN vuqr NAN BANG THUyEN
(tt thtue 5-1975 ilin thring 3-1978).

STATISTIQUES DES REFUGIES EN BARQUES (du Mai 1975 au Mars 1978).

f,,- t, . L'-7rr,EDF;,lflAt (1975+ 5 E j t) 1978+3 E *T)

COUNTRY

oudc crn

PAYS

tra

ARRlVALS ACC EPTE D

Resettled in
a 3th country

Oinh cU ri
nddc thrf 3

Retablis dans

un tiers pays

H=Elt:Fii

Awaiting
resettlement

ch0dugc
dinh cd

En attente d'un

etablissement

-u#rH/r

Directly by

small boat

T{ d6n bdng

thuyEn nhd

Arriv6s sur
leurs barques

fr,J'

Rescued on

the high seas

Orl0c vdt'...,ngoar Dren

RepOch6s sur
mer

*iE,f,A

Total

T0hg cOng

di d6n

Total
arrivds

,A=I
Ef EI

TI]E +N

Resettled
after arrival

ouoc d lai

dinh cU

Retablis
aprds arriv6e

tft a;?,El'
5 ir./:A

From other
country

Nhin td
nUdc kh6c

A partir d'un
autre pays

{utr I' b tli
A;,8;l d tt- /:z\

Total

T0'ng cQng

tl? nhin

Total

E-l
qtt,\fL *t

01- Argentina
02- Australia
03- Austria
04- Belgium
05- Brunei
06- Canada
07- China
08- Denmark
09- France
10- Germany
11- Greece
12- Hongkong
13- India
14- Indonesia
15- Israel
16- Italy
17- Ivory Coast
18- Japan
19- Korea
20- Kuwait
2l- Macau
22- Malaysia
23- Netherland
24- New Zealand
25- Norway
26- Paraguay
27- Philippines
28- Reunion Is.
29- Saudi Arabia
30- Singapore
31- Spain
32- Switzerland
33- Taiwan
34- Thailand
35- U. K.
36- U. S. A.

0
1035

0
0

49
0
6
0
0
0
0
0

0
926

0
0
0

113
0
0

25
9282

0
0
0
0

t992
0
0
0
0
0
0

7518
0
0

4
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
0

35
1264

92
0

66
6
5

1085
206

1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2

13

521
1

0
0
0

0
15

4
1035

0
0

49
0

11

0
0
0

35
1264

92
926

66
6
5

1198
206

I
25

9282
0
0
0
0

1992
2

13

521
1

0
0

7518
00
15

0
1035

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

28
0
0

66
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

15

0
3402

22
46

0
340

0
52

1584
189

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

109
414
t39
31

0
0
0
0
0

119
6
0

t33
7815

0
4437

22
46

0
340

0
52

1584
189

0
28

0
0

66
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

109
414
r39
31

0
0
0
0
0

119
6
0

133
7830

0
0
0
0

49
0
0
0
0
0

13
896

0
658

0
6
3

828
158

I
7

4792
0
0
0
0

1298
2

13
423

1

0
0

5680
0
0

4
0
0
0
0
0

11

0
0
0

22
368

92
268

0
0
2

370
48

0
18

4490
0
0
0
0

694
0
0

98
0
0
0

1838
0
0

TOTAL 20946 3321 24267 1744 1440r 15545 14828 8323
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MAIN ROUTES OF BOAT PEOPTN IN THE SOUTH EAST ASIAN REGION

cAC tO TRiNH cUA DAI\I vUOT NAN BANG THUYEN TRONG v[ThIG DONG NAM A
Hffiyiv)frbfr,ofi- l'. . Y-z"lvattglv- l'."

s o s " ;dE t+Ett 4,n - F ' X - j )rh; b 6'EI*.

^ DirectlY bY small boat.

Tu ddn beng thuybn nhri

4,ff r*r.

. - - _-, Rescued byinternational ships.' 
OrJrtc tdu ctlu girta bidn.

fril-+AN;h'*\Bh t- t:,

.- '^ ' x .* Forced back by Vietnamese and U RSS communist ships.

Bitdu ViQt CQng, Nga Cong bdt dUa tri vE Viit Nam.

W;frt#.R"d ttrEF d ht

01- Hai Phong
02- Da Nang
03- Quy Nhon
04- Nha Trang
05- Phan Rang

01 Hokkaido
02'Chrba
03- Tokyo
04'Yokohama
05- Osaka
06. Kobe
07- Shikoku
0B- Shirnonosekt
09- Nagasaki
10- Miyazaki

06- Phan Thiet
07- Vung Tau
08- Sai Gon
09- My Tho
10- Can Tho

11- Korea
12- 0kinawa
13- Taiwan
]4.USA
15- Hongkong
16- China
17'Manila
1B- Kuching
19- Laem Sing
20 Bangkok

11- Bac Lieu
12- Rach Gia
13- Ha Tien
14- Phu Ouoc
15- Sihanoukville ...

21- Songkhla
22- Kota Bahru
23- K. Trengganu
24- Kuantan
25- Pula Tengah
26 Singapore
?7 lndia
28- Kenya, Kuwait
29- Djakarta
30 Darwin ...
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World opinion on BOAT PEOPLE

This article was compiled by some leading
international newspapers and magazines from
informations of their own sources toward the
Boat People's problem.

The following ne\rs and opinions could

show partially the true pictures of Boat People;
however, the positive spirit and good will of
writers did awake many concerned authorities
to change their policies and action affirmatively
based on Human Rights anf Freedom Loving.

The following quotes from several articles
Iisted wiII answer some questions often asked.
56Is the present government of Vietnam L
communist one ?". From the Far Eastern
Economic Review [December 1611977] z

"We don't want to drive our compatriots
abroad," said Hoang Tung. "We wish
all our compatriots to remain in our coun-
try to build a new life. But there is al-
ways a section of our people who leave
the country, who don't want com-
munism. "

He hastily added that communism
was still far away and that what was
happening now was just the overthrow
of an order. "We are going to change the
lifestyle, but that is not communism."

*

Those who meet the Vietnamese 65Boat-

Peoplett find them, for the most part, to be a
most friendly, industrious and loveable people.
Over half the numbers who have survived the
seas are children.

6(W'hy then the reluctance of others to
grant them asylum ?tt. The reason is from
within the countries rather than any serious
objection to the Viehiamese people. Says the
Strait Times of Singapore [November 30r1977] z

" There appears to be no end in sight
to the exodus of Vietnamese refugees
from their home country two and a half
years after the Vietnam war was ended.
Indeed it increased in March this year
when thousands of them began to flee
their country in small fishing craft, and
the flow has continued since. This has
given rise to a veritable floating popu-
lation of some 7,000 dubbed the "boat
people" of Vietnam. Virtually prisoners
of their boat, they have subsisted for
months under the most miserable con-

ditions in open vessels while awaiting
a decision on their fate. As with refugee
problems anywhere else, it is a mo-
numental humanitarian problem that
cries out for humane treatment.

The recent refugee arrivals in the
north coast of Australia, uninvited
and worse, unknown to the authorities-
nine boatloads with 317 refugees have
arrived in the past week - have sparked
off outcries from some sectors of the
population for a greater surveillance
of the country's isolated north and north
western coasts and steps to stem the
inflow of illegal boat landings amidst
fear that an " atmada" of Vietnamese
refugees are on their way to Australia.
This plus the the latest arrival of 177
refugees on board what is believed to be
a hi-jacked Vietnamese trawler promises to
be a hot political potato for the Fraser
Government on the eve of the Australian
election. Controversy over the arrival
of the refugees has already prompted
against the "illegal entrants. " The
strong negative attitude towards the
refugees is doubtless directly linked
with the current economic conditions
where unemployment is the main
Australian worry. A government's
first responsibility is clearly to its people.
The crux of the matter, however, is
whether the government of the day
will show compassion and accept a fair
quota of Vietnam's ''boat people"
while assuring the Australian public
that additional refugees could be
admitted without too great an economic
price. "

*
66Boat People" who survive the seas are

believed to be less than half of the number
who flee. Resettlement is aII in Western
nations and Australia. ttWhy are Asians in

ttz



need totally ignored by Asian neighbors ?"
The most affIuent nation in Asia, Japan has set
the pattern by her refusal to assume
international responsibility for any one but
Japanese. W'riter Tokyo Chief Andrew
Malcolm of the New York Times :

"..... interviews
with Government officials and refugee
workers here reveal that Japan has
decided not to change its policy toward
these so-called "boat people." They will
still be forbidden to settle permanently.
And before freighter captains can bring
in refugees they have picked up at sea,
they will still be required to obtain
a written guarantee from their home
Government assuming responsibility
for resettling the refugees elsewhere.

Thd gi6i d6, nh6,c ddn nhfrng ngrldi ti nan
bing thuyEn vdi nhibu quan ni€m kh6c nhau,
phrin :inh phbn nio c6c kh6 khdn hay bdi rdi
md c6c qudc gia phrii gdnh chiu trong va'n d6
ti nan.

C6c b6o td New York Times, Washington
Post, Time, Newsweek, Far Eastern Economic
Review, The Times, Asia Week, Mainichi,
Asahi, Yomiuri, Sankei, Japan Times, Le
Monde...dd m6 td thdm trang cda ngudi ti nan
bing thuyEn bi dudi ra khdi dudi hong sring, chd
ddi trong tuy6t vqng tai cdc "trai" trong
vting D6ng Nam A.

Td Times cia Anh Qudc, Yomiuri cda NhAt
da n6u ra vi€c vi pham dibu ufc qudc td vE hing
hdi Bruxelles khi bi6t bao nhi6u thuybn ttl chdi
kh6ng chiu vdt ngddi ti nan. Nhrrng trddtng hdp
ngr/di ti nan ddQc vdt cho bidt, tdu vdt ho li
.tri6'. thf i8 hay chidc thi 24..., nhfrng chi6c
trd6c d6 da lim ngd trddc nhrTng ldi k6u crfu
hodc d6'u hi6u SOS.

DrJ luAn cdn manh m6 cho rlng vi6c cri'u vd
nhAn ti nan kh6ng thd duoc coi li hinh d6ng thr)
nghich vdi c6c chinh quyEn hi6n tai d O6ng
Dddng. Tb Times cdn nhfc d6h vii trddhg hdp
tiu Trung CQne v6t ngttdi ti nan. Td Mainichi
(Nhat Brin) cfrng n6i d€h vi6c c6 chi'thi ctia

Japanese ships arriving with refugees
are required to get the guarantee from
the United Nations commission....

This nation's policies have drawn
increasingly bitter comments from
relief workers here who see the stand
of Japan, Asia's most affluent nation, as
setting a standard of what is acceptable
for other Asian lands.

Despite a reported crackdown
by the Vietnamese Government, a new
flow of boat people is expected next
month as the Pacific's seasonal storms
subside. No exact figures are possible,
but experts here estimate that because
of the weather and the refusal of some
captains to pick up refugees, only half
the refugees who flee by boat survive. "

Du LUAN BAo cHi THE-ctol vE ri NAN

chfnh phi ddn c6c hdng tiu Nh6t qua lai vring
bi6h O6ng Nam A kh6ng n6n crlu v6t ngud ti
nan dang l6nh d€nh ngoii khoi nhu lim ngd khi
thdy ngrrdi ti nan, tdt ddn tr6n tiu, ddu qu6'c
hi6u vi t6n tdu...

Srr ti6u ctlc hay mi6ir crldlrg gifp dO ngudi
ti nan d6'i vdi ngudi-ti nan bing tnuv€" ",iuit6tvdi qudc gia gihu c6 tai A Cnau da bi k6t 6n li
hdnh vi v6 luAn vi phi nhdn dao crla nhrltrg
ngddi chi bi6t hinh dQrg vi d6ng h/c quyEn ldi
ich k5). Dtl lu6n th6 gidi crlng cho ring vi6n
d6h. c6c lli.do nddc ch6t, d6ng dAn, thdt nghiOp
nhi6u...d6.kh6ng nh6n hay kh6ng girip ngddi ti
nan li diEu kh6ng thdch6'p nhdn dugc.

Tdt ci moi ngddi dbu nhin nh6n vdn db
ti nan bing thuyEn ngiy nay d6 trd itrinh m6t
thim kich vi v6'n db nan giii lorr trong thd
ky 20 niy.

Vdi luong chfc th6ng tin, c6c b6o ch( tr€n
thd gidi k6u goi luong tAm nhAn loai vi c6c ch(nh
phi li6n he giii quydt mau ch6ng v6'n dA
ngddi ti nan D6ng Duong. D6y li m6t thr? th6ch
ldn lao cho ly tdbng TrJ Do, D6n Chi mi nh6n
loai dang theo du6i . Li ttrdng niy sE dttdc soi
s6ng m6t lbn nrTa hay bi qu€n lSng vi quyEn
ldi ich ky trd6c mft.

Vah db niy hoin toin nlm 6 -di chfng ta.n
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The fapan Times Sunday, March 19, 1978

THE WASHII{OTO}I MTRRY.O()-R(}UI{D

Will the U.S. Welcome Indachina's Refwgees?

WASI{INCTON -- "Give me
your tired, your poor, your
huddled rnasses yearning to
breathe free," proclaims the
lady who stands, with torch
thrust proudly skylvard, on
Liberty Island in New York
harbor.

And lhey have come by the
thousands. Jervs from Hitler's
Gertnany; Hungarian Freedom
F'ighters who I'onght Russian
tanks in Budapest; Cubans
lvho opposed Castro.

Now. the nation's willingness
to open its arms to the worlcl's
homeless is alrout to be tested
again. At this moment, the
Carter Administration is tr1'-
ing to hammer oul a com-
prehensive policy on refugees.
Rul the President's advisers
are hung up over uthat to do
aboul the thousands of refu-
gees rvho have fled Indocitina
since the Communist-s toclk
or'er Laos, V.ietnam and Cam-
bodia.

'Ihe United States has al-
ready approved, on an el-uer-
gency basis, tlte admission of
172,000 Indochinese rel'ugees
into this country since Saigon
fell in April 1975" fJttt. thott-
sands upon thousands more
are crammed like sardines
into squalid camps in Thai-
land, Malaysia and elseu'here.

Their only route out of the
limbo in rvhir:h they are
trapped appears to be emigra-
tion to otlter nations" But nrt
country has bcetr willing to
step foru,ard atrd accept them"

In preparation for testitnon.Y
before Congress, the lrnmigra-
t.ion ancl Naturalization Service
recently sent investigator N{i-
chael l{arpold to Southeast
Asia nn a fact-finding mission.
He has compiled a compelling
eye-witness. account of the
trials the "boa[ PeoPle" hal'e

BV JACK AI{DERSON

unclergone in their flights to
tr'reedom.

Flarpolrl and his boss, INS
Commissioner Leonel Castillo.
tolcl our reporter Odrg South-
erland they have been waiting
since Jan. 24 to make pulrlic
the account. h{eanwhile. we
have obtained a copy of the
document.

In Songkla, Thailand, llarp-
old spoke to a group of Viet-
namese refugees ri'ho had fled
i n a il4-f oot f ishing boat.
"Aboard it. rvere lil men, five
\r'omen ancl 16 children, "
wrote the investigator. "ll'lost
lvere sick because they had
been reduced to drinklng sea
water. Many of the chilciren, in
particular, were ill. The boat's
engine rvas not rvorking" They
had only 20 kilos of rice left,
about enough for one day."

The night before they ar-
rived in Thail:tnd, tlte refugees
were interceipted by Thai pi-
rates who robbecl them of
rvatches ancl jervelry. tlad they
lleen turnecl an'ay from Thai-
land, the retugees said, they
haci intended to sail on to Atts-
tralia, some :1,000 nautical
niiles awalr.

'Ihree refugee boats which
arrived at Trengenu. Ma-
lavsia, Harpold found, were
told to ride at anchor at the
mouth of a nearby river. "Dur-
ing the night. a storm came uP

and one ol the hoats broke an-
chor and capsiTed. 'fhere rvere
2l refugees aboard. Fifteen of
thcm drou'ned ertd onltr' six
\\/el'e able to srvim to shore.
We found that, clrownings anc.l

Piracl' are the most frecluent
hazards the boat, people face."

lVhile in Singapore. I{arpold
heard of a boat cart'ying 27

Vietnamese refugees which
had been rescued by a tanker.
IIe lropped a ride rvith a pirate

ancl sped to the location, about
120 miles east of the Vietnam-
ese coast.

"We fottnd the Italian crerv
joyfully feeding. spaghetti to
the 1ll children, four adult fe-
males and 10 males," reportecl
Harpold. "Originally, they had
planned that only the one fam-
ily group of 12 rvould go, but li>

other neighbors who knerv
ahrout the plot simply came
along. . .

"Using a compass, the same
as used by our foot soldiers in
World lVar II, and a political
map shorving only Vietnam.
they set a course. ". and head-
ed out for 'any country ottt of
Vietnam."'

The escapees from colnmun-
ism. and the thousands yet to
come. Harpold'conclucied, are
truly facing a "life and death
situation." And their ultimate
fate, he wrote, is in the hands
clf the U.S. If the Amcrican
people open their arms to
these homcless fugitives from
oppression, ot.her governments
rvoulcl probably cooperate.

"We should adopt and an-
nounce as polic5'," he urged,
"our rvillingness to accept and
resettle rel'ugees rescued by
vessels at sea antl those who
arrive by boat on the shores of
those countrics bordering the
Soutlt China Sea. Only b]t
doing so can rve ensure tha[
masters of commercial vessels
ancl the governments ol' Ma-
lavsia, Thailanri ancl Singapore
rvill treat the boat people hu-
nranely."

Foolnote: Only four ltnmi-
gration and Naturaliz;rtion Ser-
vice olficers have been as-
signed to the vast Indonesian
archipelago to cleal rvith the
swelling refugee problem.
( L]FS)
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PARTIAT IIST OF NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES WITH THEIR ARTICTES

DEDICATED TO BOAT PEOPLE :

TIME:

04-05- 1978,"The dilemma : To return is death".
04-07-1978,"Refugees : Seeking safe harbor".

NEWSWEEK:
02-20-1978,"We are doing our share" by Patricia

Derian.

INTERNATIONAT HERATD TRIBUNE :

02-18-1976,"Thailand bars illegal refugees from
Indochina".

12-20-1977, "Nishimachi students collect clothing
since the refugee's life is so inhuman"
by Anthony Spaeth.

JAPAN TIMES:
6-13-1977, "Yiet Refugees Risk For Freedom,

But Often Find Something else"
by James Abrams.

07-04-1977,"Vietnamese continue to attempt
risky voyages on boats to freedom'l

10-23-1977,"Yietnamese boat people may not
be here in L978" by Kathryn
Tolbert.

Il-20-l977,"Wating for a place to call home"
by Keisuke Okada.

1 1-30- 1977 ,"One by one, doors shut on
refugees" by Granville Watts.

03-19-1978, "WiII the U.S. welcome Indochina's
Refugees ?" by Jack Anderson.

NEW YORK TIMES :

06-08- 1977 ,"Vietnamese escapees wait, as

world turns a deaf eat" bY HenrY
Kamm .

0l-22-1978,"...And Vietnamese refugees are
still fleeing" bY HenrY Kamm '

03-15- lg78,"Japan decides to keep its curbs

on Vietnamese" by Andrew H'Malcolm
04-24-1978,"The road from Vietnam to New York

city is a lonelY one" bY Andrew H'
Malcolm.

WASHINGTON POST :

1977," Japan reluctantly takes refugees,
Provides few amenities" by William
Chapman.

NEW NATION [SINGAPORE] :

ll-07-1977,"18 boatloads of refugees turned
away".

NGUOI VIET TU DO MAGAZINE :

Sd 29,th6ng g-1977,"H0i nghi vO lu4t ph6p
Qu6c T6 l6n 5n vi6c b6 rdi ngddi
ty nan tr6n bi6'n". ( HQi Nghi v6'
lu6t ph6p Qu6c Te lah thf 8 tai
Manila ).

56' 30,thdng l0-1977,"Vhn dA ngrldi ti n?n
CSVN dd trd' thinh mot vin dC'
qu6c tE" . ( T6hg thd k]t LHQ
Waldheim ).

Sdaa,thdng 01-1978,"Sau sdc l6nh khdc nghiQt
ctia chinh phi Th6i, hing ngin
d6hg bio ti nan dd b6 thiy tr6n
bidn ci" . ( Tin Td'c NVTD).

56' 34,th6ng O2-1978,"Td qu6c chdng t6i de
b! cddng doat, chfng t6i tr6n CS
chfr kh6ng bd t6' qu6c" . ( Bric si
Nguy6n Vdn T6ng ).

FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW :

12-16-1977,"Slow boat to nowhere" by Peter
Weintraub.

THE STRAITS TIMES [SINGAPORE] :

ll-24-1977," Boat People seek a home"
ll-29-l977,"Yiet Refuges now a pain in the

neck" by Neil Dibbs.

NEW STRAITS TIMES [MATAYSIA] :

0l-14-1978,"Six Viet refugees drown of the East
Coast".

t2-08-1e77,"Refus1; 
JHT$. 

: Don't come

THE ASTAN WAtt STREET JOURNAT
tHoNG KONGI :

02-03-1978,"Vietnamese refugees find Japan
a wayside on road to freedom"
by Edvardo Lachica.

YOMIURI SHIMBUN :

l0-22-l977,"Vietnamese refugees can stay in
Japan only temPorarilY".

ASAHI EVENING NEWS :

11-14-1977,"Sword of alien culture pointed
at Japan" (1).

11-15-7977,"Reasons for refusing settlement"
(2).

1l-16-1977,"Government attitude is still cold"
(3); (t),(2),(3) by Shigekatsu Toba.

11-18-1977,"Changing the Japanese People's
Heart" by Keisuke Sasahara.

12-01-1978,"I will die ! I will die !".
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A PRAYER FOR LAND

Iost in the tempests
out on the open seas

our small boats drift
we seek for land
during endless days and endless nights

we are the foam
floating on the vast ocean
we are the dust

. wandering in endless space

our cries are lost
in the howling wind

without food, without water,
our children lie exhausted
until they cry no more

we thirst for land
but are turned back from every shore
our distress signals rise and rise again
but the passing ships do not stop
how many boats have perished
how many families lie beneath the waves

Inrd Jesus, do you hear the prayer of our flesh ?

Iord Buddha, do you hear our voice ?
O fellow humans, do you hear our voice
from the abyss of death ?
o solid shore
we long foryou !

We pray for Mankind to be present today !

W'e pray for Land to stretch its arms to us !
We pray that Hope be given us
TODAY, from this very tand !

THE STAYING OF "THR-8602"

11 Vietnamese including three children fled tide. This time, Police aboard their PX-19 on the
their native land from Binh Tuy on the night of April night of April 16 pulled the creaking hulk out into
8, 1977. Their 16 metered lumbering junk, the THR- the deep, the eleven on bended knees pleading
8602 was refused a haven by Government officials for life. The junk fell apart because of the speed
in Thailand and also Malaysia. Singapore was their and the pounding. Calmly the Police returned to
last port of hope. But Singapore Police ordered Singapore, the eleven struggling to tie themselves
them out of the harbor, and towed them back to sea to heavy timber and each other. In this way they
when they refused. drifted into Malaysia where they await resettlement

Back came the lumbering junk on the incoming in the United States.
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Lot rucuvEru chu rinn oAr sdnc

I6nh rl6nh ngoii s6ng gio
ttruybn nh6 gifla dlai drrong
quy6t tim tim adt sOirg
al6i lanh bao ngiy tlrrdng

chring tdi li bqt bidn
trdi giat gifla m6nh m6ng
chrturg tdi li hat bqi
trong khdng gian vd cring
tidng chrfurg tdi I4c mdt
trong gio rit trlng khdrrg

tr6n thuybn khdng nufc udng
tr6n thuybn h6t thrXc [n
con chring tdi kiQt sfc
kh6c ri vi llm dhn

chriLng tdi khao kh6t Ddt
nhrtng chring tlrrgc tdi ghn
mpc srlc mi kdu crfu
tiu bi vdh drlng drtrg
bao nhi6u thuyen ale bt
vi s6ng gio hdt thhn
bao nhi6u Ii m4ng sdng
tl6 chim ldng dAi drrong

chria Ki TO c6 nghe
ldi nguyQn cbu rrt'dm m6u ?
Ph?t Quan dm c6 nghe
ldi k6u crtu khdng ngthg
Ioii ngrrdi di c6 nghe
tiing ggi trYhoithdm ?

ttdt libn d cr6 biit
t6m sr/niy hay khdng ?

Xin loii ngrrdt c6 m{t !

Xin dit li6n giang tay g

Cho chrturg t6i tlm thdy
HY VQNG tr6n dldt niy !

??I
THAM NAN CUA CHIEC THUYEN "THR.B6O2''

DOm 8-4-1977,11ngudi ViQt Nam, trong s6.c6
3 trd con, tld vrlqt bidn tn Binh Tuy. Chidc thuybn
g6^mang so fffn-9002 dei 16m, c16 b! chinh quyEn
Th6i vi M6 Lai tt chdi kh6ng cho cflp bdn ti nan.
Hii ci,ng Singapore li hy vgng cu6i cing cia ho.
Nhdng cinh s6t Singapore t16 ra lQnh b6t hq rdi hdi
cing vi khi h9 ti chdi kh6ng nghe lQnh niy, cinh s6t
ita ding tiu k6o thuy'6n hg ra tan bi6h khoi.

Chidc thuy'6n gdtai mQt lbn nfra phii t6nh dl6nh
girla s6ng gio d4i duong. DCm 16-4, hg lai cd men vio
bo vi lhn niy chidc tiu tubn cfia cdnh sdt Singapore
mang sd px-t9 dd k6o chidc thuybn gd'cfr k! lung lay

niy ra ving bidn xa. 11. ngddi tr6n thuyEn d6 qriv
lay xin cfuh4ng s6'ng cria hg. Vi bi k6o di v6i t6c
clg qu6 nhanh vi bi nhibu va ch4m, chi6c thuyOn cfl
cli vd tung thinh nhiEu mdnh. Cinh s6t da lanh
r,l"g 

"lteii16m 
b6 mtrc ho ad tr6 v'6 Singapore. 11

ngudi ttd qrio quang trong c16m t6i, cd b6m l6y m61

mlnh gdtdn. Hq d5 cOt ch4t vdo nhau tr6n manh 96
mong manh dd khdi bi s6ng cl6nh chim vio ldng dai
auorie. v6i tinh tr4ng d6, h1 dd tr6i d4t vio bd bidn
Md Lai. Hi6n nay, hg tlang d tai d6o P.Tengah M6
Lai chdngiy duqc di dinh trri t4i m6t nu6c thf ba.
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PRIERES POUR UNE TERRE DE SURVIE

Flottant i la d6rive
contre les houles
parmi les temp6tes,
notre petite barque
En vain, cherche une terre
depuis de longs jours et des nuits sans fin...
Une 6cume nous sommes
port6e dans I'immensit6
un grain de sable nous sommes
emport6 dans ltinfini,
notre voix se perd
dans le sifflement du vent...

Sur la barque, plus dteau
plus de nourriture
nos enfants i bout de force
pleurent, et stdteignent...

Nous d6sirons TERRE
encore tr,Ds loin,
a nos signaux de d6tresse
passent des bateaux indiff6rents !

Tant de barques renvers6es
des temp6tes cruelles,
tant de vies laiss6es
au coeur de ltoc6an.

O Christ, as-Tu 6cout6
Des priires saignantes ?

O Bouddha, as-Tu entendu
des cris de secours d6chirants ?
O Humanit6, as-Tu oui
des hurlements venant de ltabime ?

O Terre, connais-Tu
cette confidence douloureuse ?..

Humain, sois pr6sent
Terre, ouvres tes bras
montr ez-nous qu t il existe
encore de ltespoir sur ce monde !

LA "THR- 8602"
La nuit du 8 Avril 1977, 11 Vietnamiens, parmi

eux 3 enfants, fuyaient loin de leur patrie partant
de Binh Tuy (Viet Nam). La THR-8602, une barque
pas plus longue que 16m, s'est vu refus6e par les
autorit6s Thailandaises et Malaisiennes de se
constituer refugi6e. Le port de Singapore restait
donc leur dernier espoir. Pourtant la Police leur
ordonnait de lever 1'ancre et lorsqu'ils refusaient
d'ex6cuter cet ordre, la police de Singapore faisait
remorquer leur barque et la jettait au large.

Encore une fois leur vieille petite barque 6tait
d la merci des temp6tes. Par la nuit du 16 Avril,
ils tentaient de s'approcher de la terre. Et cette
fois-ci, un bateau de patrouille de la police de
Singapore portant le No. PX-19 tirait encore leur

EN OETNTSSE

"cercueil ambulant" vers la haute mer. Les 1l
personnes pr6sentes s'agenouillaient pour supplier
de leur porter secours, mais en vain... R6morqu6e
de force d, une vitesse trop grande, la barque s'est
bris6e. Devant cette tragique circonstance, ne
portant pas secours aux naufrag6s, la police
froidement regagnait le port de Singapore. Les 11
personnes t6tonaient dans la nuit et heureusement
anivaient i s'accrocher i une des plus grandes
planches des d6bris. Ils devaient s'attacher avec
des cordes i ce morceau de bois afin de ne pas
couler...C'6tait dans cet 6tat qu'ils flottaient
jusqu'au territoire Malais. A pr6sent, ils se
r6fugiaient dans I'ile P.Tengah en Malaisie, en
attendant le jour du ils puissent s'6tablir dans un
tiers pays.
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K6o thuyln ban chdt miy vuot tho6t !

PLEA OF BOAT PEOPLE

WE, today's ' 'untouchables' ' of Asia, half members on the
bottom of the sea,

HOTOCAUSTED, the world has yet to know.
But on we come, like waves and tides, out from the land we
love , in a new EXODUS.

GoD CAILED, to hold high up the torch of freedom. our souls
are His, we 'll yield them to no foe.

ASIAN NEIGHB0RS, our fight for liberty is also yours. And yet
you pinned us down in beach corrals and hovels, the decks
of junks and rafts the only land you'd let us walk.
Pig-pens you so reluctantly provided, ate to your shame,
forbid to visitors to see.

SEA CAPTAINS of the world, you oathed to rescue those in peril
yet yielded to command or whim, reluctantly ?

"Full speed ahead" , &fl executioner's cold-blooded order.
Again you'll have to choose between your oath and oath-
breaking orders.
Blacks flags of death fly on the ship you pilot, if you pass
by the junks and boats of refugees.

THE RISING SUN, it's leaders' icy hospitality, harassed the
ships that dared to pick us up,"dumped"temporary asylum
upon the charities...
PEoPtE of the RTSING suN, rise up ! undo the blot
your leaders laid on you

THE WEST, how great you loom within our hearts, as thousands
found a home within your freedom's walls. You'll not
regret the freedom faith that is our salt, as to you we 'll
pledge our loyalty.

PEOPLE oF THE woRLD, hear our cries ! Boat people
untouchables - holocausted- dumped- but L power to any
nation who receives us.

Bao nhi6u chi6'c d5 chim sdu duoi driy bieh ? Nhibu thing chd ddi tr€n nhilng con thuybn criu tinh I

ffii $Ww;,%ie.:w*
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Lol rEu cot c0n oAN vuOr NAN sANc rnuvErl

o fhd gidi chrta Ui6t ACh thdm nan cita chring t6i,
nhfrng t6 ttrdn cing cda th6'kj'.
Ma da qu?r nita bi vtli sdu trong ldng bi6h.

o VuQt Uidn t VdOt bi€n !

Cn.ing t6i tidn l6n, nhf,ng ldp s6ng tribn mi€n

vdqt ra m6i mdnn adt nibn t

Noi tinh thddng da bao ddi g6n b5.

Kh6ng hai sptru6c gian nguY,

Quyet kh6ng phg ldng trdi,
Gio cao du6'c td do

Hdt srlc minh khoi s6ng.

Hdi c6c ban l6ng gibng A Chdu tl6ng m6h t

ChiCh ddu vi trJ do
chdng ta cing chi6h tuydn
sao c6c ban lim ngo
bd chring t6i bo vo
16 g6t chAn l€n cbu tiu gay

nhgc nhin
sd hai
trong tfp lbu lUp sup,
kh6ng mQt ai ddn th6m
vi da c6lgnh cdm.
0i *iu trd t

Thet xdu hdcho ttrm tidng bPn.

Hdi c6c v!thuybn trddng d6ng kinh !

nhd chdng ldi thE cfu ngrrdi l6m nan,

sao c6c vi lim ngo
thdohaycdy?
b6 mdc chfng t6i chim.
Tin nhfn !

Sao nd qu6n ldi thb ?

Mi nhfm mft nghe linh.
C6c thuyEn trtl8ng d6ng kinh !

Tiu kh6ng crfu chdng tdi,
se mang miu ch6t ch6c.

o Hdi c6c ban TAy Phuong !

ldn lao dudng nio
rQng rai ld bao.
Nhe tu do cho hing ngin chdng t6i,
x6y d{ng cu6c ddi m6i

chring t6i kh6ng bao gid ngtng,
c6cbqn cfng dt]ng ngt/ng.
Vi,
Td Do cia ban,
vi TU Do ctia chring t6i
tron cuOc ddi nhd mai.

o H6i con ch6u Th6i Duong thhn nfr !

Dhy uy quybtr vd tibn cia
Hay drlng dAy y6u cbu,
c6c nhi lanh dao v6 tAm
lim kh6 ddtiu bd.
Hay cfu v6t chting t6i vi nhin i14o.

o Hdi c6c ddn tQc tr6n th€'gi6i !

vi luong tAm nh6n loai
Hay nghe ti6ng k6u chfng t6i
"Ngddi vddt bidn,
dAn vudt nan blng thuyEn,
bi bac dai,
bi b6 roi,
sdng trong thrim hAi".
Nhr/ng ai nh6n chfng t6i
Phu6c drlc thAt mu6n vdn !

gilQc neo tqm t4i Laemsing, Th6i ltan. 6 thiing chd Oqi, d(ng t4m chdi trri ndng mda (S'Rengit)

o

o

lfr,uyin cap dqc bii Songkhla, Thdi; nhrlng se phli di ...
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APPET DU PEUPLE EN BARQUE

NOUS, mis6rables d'Asie dont la moiti6 6tait d6ja engloutie au
fond de I'oc6an,

DES HotocAUSTES que le monde aujourd'hui a encore a
d6couvrir.
Par les vagues et les mar6es, nous nous enfuyons loin de
notre terre bien aim6e, un nouvel Exode...

A DIEU lou6 et glorifr6,, afrn de tenir haut la torche de Libert6.
A NOS VOISINS, nos alli6s d'hier encore, Notre lutte pour la Libert6

est aussi la v6tre,
Et aujourd'hui vous nous clouez sur votre plage,
dans vos camps barbel6s ou dans les huttes ruin6es...
Des barques nous aidant e chercher la libert6 deviennent
notre prison.
Vous nous accordez un abri de "nid de cochon" et de honte,
vous y interdisez toute visite.

AUX CAPITAINS des bateaux au monde, comment pouvez-vous
oublier votre sermon solonnel de porter secours aux bateaux
en d6tresse ?

'En avant, toute !...', I'ordre du bourreau i sang froid.
Encore vous aurez i choisir entre votre conscience et I'ordre
sans piti6...
A tout jamais flottera un drapeau en deuil sur votre bateau,
si vous fermez les yeux au passage des barques en d6tresse.

AU PAYS DU SOtEIt LEVAIIT, champion de I'hospitalit6 glaciale,
qui harasse ses bateaux osant nous sauver, et qui nous chasse
d'une fagon ou d'une autre. Et cela, malgr6 ses promesses
faites et les rdgles de charit6.
Peuple du Soleil Levant, levez-vous ! Effacez toute trace
honteuse que vos dirigeants sans coeur ont laiss6e sur vous.

AUX PAYS OCCIDENTAUX, Vous paraissez encore plus puissants
avec nos coeurs, et pour reconstruire notre maison nous avons
besoin de vos mfirs de libert6.

AUX PEUPLES DU M0NDE, Ecoutez nos cris ! Les refugi6s en
barque sont vraiment un holocauste du 20e siicle. Benis i
ceux qui nous recoivent.

Ban v0 nhac "di chi6h" tai dlo P. Tengah, Me Lai.T4m trf tai Mersing Kechil, Me Lai. Nh0ng nu cuoi tUdo... P. Tengah.
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